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Cover photograph of bluebells in Offwell Wood by Vernon Whitlock

Say it very quietly ? but could April be the month we?ve been looking forward to for so long? With restrictions 
starting to be lifted, could life begin to get back to a bit of normality?

When we started to put together this magazine we thought we?d mention one or two things that looked like 
they may be happening in the summer ? all of a sudden we had two pages of events. Let?s hope that things 
carry on progressing and that these hard working charities and organisations can see their planning come to 
fruition.

This month?s magazine is full of stories of people?s innovation during Covid-19. Setting up new businesses and 
finding ways to support and motivate others - whatever your age. It is also an edition that reflects back ? with 
childhood memories and also the foundation of two of our sporting venues that are each celebrating milestone 
years. Our community is full of amazing people ? and we are so pleased that you want to share your news 
with Honiton & Village News readers.

More than anything though let?s pause for a moment and think about our High Street and village shops. First to 
thank all those who have been open for us during the past months ? but also to welcome back the shops, 
hairdressers, venues and other businesses who have had such a hard time over the past year. It can?t have 
been easy for any of them ? but to have missed trading for 2 Easters, 1 Mother?s Day and 1 Christmas has got 
to have impacted them very badly. So don?t forget your local businesses ? we want to see our thriving High 
Street and vibrant villages back and that can only happen if people get out there and give their support and 
custom.

In your spare moments, you may like to tackle our crossword, compiled for us by Mel - how good is your 
knowledge of Devon? If you get stuck, the solution is just inside the back page!

We welcome submissions from the community on any aspect 
of life in our area but unfortunately cannot accept letters, 
poems or stories. We welcome photos in high definition.

Copy date is always 16th of the month preceding publication 
- please contact us on honitonvillagenews@gmail.com



Cotleigh Parish Church in the spring sunshine



ADAM THE GARDENER
                                                                  

Gardening does not have to be a slog. Mowing the lawn, battling with the 
weeds and cutting back the undergrowth can seem never-ending chores that 
are impossible to keep up with. There is no doubt that nature always wins in 
the end but, with a good plan and a few tactics, it is possible to work with 
nature, keep just a step ahead and stay in control. A garden, after all, is 
something to enjoy and be proud of rather than battle with.

A lot of time is spent in gardening mowing the lawn; a tidy lawn can definitely 
offset the whole garden. In the growing season this means mowing once or 
even twice a week. When setting out a new lawn consider three points: the 
grass mix, the lawn layout, and the mower you use. Choose a lawn mix 
without rye grass as it will be finer grass and quicker to cut, unless you have 
kids or a dog that continually play on the lawn - then choose a rye grass mix 
that repairs itself quickly. In deciding the shape of a lawn choose shapes that 
will minimise turns or reversing with the mower, circles and long curves work 
best. The mower you choose needs to make an easy quick job; hopefully it 
will start reliably, self-drive mowers reduce the hard work and mulch 
mowers, if used when the grass is not too long, avoid picking up the 
clippings. A good mower can be pleasurable to use and to my mind a great 
investment, giving you time for other jobs. If you hate mowing lawns, there 
are plenty of teenagers who would love to be paid to do it for you. Ultimately 
robotic mowers now exist that will mow lawns large and small totally by 
themselves, even if you go on holiday, they start from about six hundred 
pounds.

The job I always put off is trimming hedges; I don?t mind the sides, it is that 
awkward bit almost out of reach at the top that I find hard. I must confess I 
have spent this winter reducing the height of two long hedges in our garden 
to a manageable height of about 1.8 metres and, do you know what, I am 
actually looking forward to trimming them, I have also invested in a really 
good hedge trimmer.

For a lot of gardeners, the thing they fear most is the weeds getting out of 
control. Many of us take it as a personal slight if visitors should notice weeds 
in our garden, I am one of those people that takes it personally. We all know 
the best time to weed is when the weeds are small, on a dry breezy day we 
can easily see the weeds off with a good hoe. Buy a hoe with a strong 
handle and a blade you can sharpen with a file, the wider the blade the 
faster you can hoe but the harder work it will be - choose one you find easy. 
The hoe is an under-used tool in the garden these days, a testimony to this 
is some of the best hoes are the old traditional ones found in antique shops, 
a few such shops exist on Honiton High Street - may be a good place to 
start looking for that perfect hoe.

Once the ground is weed free but still moist it is the time to apply a good 
mulch. Bark or composted green waste will set your plants off really well, 
keep the moisture in the soil, and suppress the weeds. Even grass clippings 
make a good mulch, as long as they are not piled too deep.

For those that find bending down too much like hard work, raised beds could 
be the answer - they come ready made, or a handy person can make them 
bespoke. Watering planted containers in hot summers can also be a chore. 
To reduce the workload choose larger containers that need watering less 
frequently and plant with drought tolerant species, otherwise site your 
containers in partial shade with shade loving species .

We can plan to do less work in our garden, but still keep it looking good. 
How we tackle gardening jobs is the key, choosing good tools and 
machinery that we enjoy using. When we have done a job with relative ease, 
when it has all gone to plan, we always have the choice; do a bit more or sit 
down have a cup of something and enjoy your garden.

  Making Gardening Easier





A VIEW FROM THE HILLS
Dear reader, I think I have encountered Birdie and her 
disreputable husband Roderick Bodrugan.Those of us who 
turn eagerly to Gertie from Gittisham?s column in this 
esteemed magazine will recall the horror of Gertie?s 
Christmas visit from her sister Birdie. Birdie has not been 
seen since walking out, leaving a trail of chaos behind her, 
and Gertie, having put the house to rights and disposed of 
the dead pheasants that Birdie used as festive 
decorations, has required a soothing period of 
recuperation.

A few days ago, while in my 
potting shed, I heard 
footsteps in the lane. The 
potting shed door is within a 
few feet of the gate to the 
lane and I emerged to see 
who it might be. A man and 
woman of middle years 
tramped by. My curiosity 
was immediately aroused by 
their unkempt appearance, 
faces bespattered by mud, 

and by the dead pheasant dangling from the woman?s 
hand. My cheery ?Good morning!? was met with a surly 
glance. In the countryside it is rare for a greeting not to be 
acknowledged and I stepped into the lane to watch their 
retreating figures. Then I remembered Gertie?s description 
of Birdie and Roderick Bodrugan. It fitted to perfection.

I like to greet passers-by as the encounters are often 
enriching. Weeding a flower border one autumn morning I 
heard the chatter of voices in the lane. A booted and 
rucksacked group of walkers were standing by the gate 
and I put down my trowel and went to speak to them. It 
was one of those days left over from summer. A jolly lady 
in a tee-shirt called out to me: ?We?ve got to sixty red 
admirals and still counting!? She pointed to the big 
mophead of ivy that tops the outhouse roof where dozens 

of butterflies and bees 
were filling up with 
goodness, lured by the 
nectar-rich flowers. The 
tally came to an 
astonishing seventy-seven 
red admirals, eighteen 
peacocks, five small 
tortoiseshells and a lone 
painted lady late on its 
migration path to warmer 
climes.

Later that week a man came striding along the lane 
swinging a walking stick. After passing the time of day, he 
glanced up at the outhouse and said: ?You need to get that 
ivy off the roof, horrible stuff. " Before I could reply he 
marched away.

Like Marmite, ivy divides people but roses invariably unite. 
On the wall between lane and garden is a beautiful rose 

called ?Constance Spry?. Its sumptuous pink flowers look 
as though they should adorn an Ascot hat and few 
passers-by fail to admire it in full flower in June. I often 
overhear the remarks: ?Mmmm. What a lovely perfume? or 
?What a pretty rose.? I was weeding (yes, again) the flower 
border by the gate when a man stopped to smell the rose. 
??Constance Spry??? he enquired.

?Yes,? I said, straightening my back.

?Thought so,? he replied, ?that unmistakeable scent of 
myrrh.? On we chatted, a delightful encounter with a 
rosarian from a neighbouring village.

?Constance Spry? gave me an amusing encounter with a 
young family, toddler in a pushchair, small girl skipping in 
the lane. Mother and father were talking about the rose, 
leaning forward to sniff the blooms. Then the little girl 
piped up: ?I want to smell it!? Her father lifted her up so she 
could smell the famous rose which has won the most 
prestigious awards for fragrance. ?Eurrrgghh!? the child 
wailed and promptly burst into tears.

One afternoon I found a lady standing in the lane looking 
at the house. She had been in Devon on holiday, she 
explained, and had broken her return journey to visit the 
place where her aunt lived in the 1960s. I showed her 
round the garden. ?Listen,? she said, 
?Little-bit-of-bread-and-no-cheese.?

The yellowhammer, a male 
with a golden head, trilled its 
song from the chimney top. 
Tears sprang to my visitor?s 
eyes. ?How strange, that 
was my aunt?s favourite 
bird,? she told me. ?Auntie 
called them Gladdies. Glad 
they be and glad they do 
make us.?

Dusk was falling one 
September evening a few years ago when I discovered 
two border terriers relieving themselves just inside the 
garden gate. Their owner puffed up the lane and 
apologised charmingly. As he clipped on the dogs? leads 
he froze and peered at the garden wall where a few late 
honeysuckle flowers pumped fragrance into the air. 
?Hippotion celerio,? he whispered in awe.

Now, I know that for some of you the very mention of 
moths sends a shiver down the spine but this was the 
equivalent of discovering a pink diamond. If it hadn?t been 
for those two dogs relieving themselves by the gate I 
would never have known that a Silver-striped hawk-moth, 
one of the rarest migrant insects to reach our shores, had 
landed in my garden to sup on the last drops of nectar 
from a fading English summer before disappearing into the 
dusk on gossamer wings.

by Miranda Gudenian

Photograph of yellowhammer courtesy of Chris Grady 
www.chrisgrady.photography.co.uk





EASTER AROUND THE WORLD
In Christianity Easter, also known as Resurrection Sunday is a festival celebrating the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead after his crucifixion by the Romans at 
Calvary.

Easter is full of customs, folklore and traditional food. However, Easter in Britain has its 
beginnings long before the arrival of Christianity. Many theologians believe Easter itself 
is named after the Anglo-Saxon goddess of the dawn and Spring - Eostre.

In Britain Easter occurs at a different time each year. It is observed on the first Sunday 
after the first full moon following the first day of spring in the Northern Hemisphere. This 
means that the festival can occur on any Sunday between March 22 and April 25. Not 
only is Easter the end of the winter it is also the end of Lent, traditionally a time of 
fasting in the Christian calendar. It is therefore often a time of fun and celebration.

In the UK we are all familiar with the giving of Easter eggs. Easter eggs are a very old 
tradition going back to a time before Christianity. Eggs after all are a symbol of Spring 
and new life.

Exchanging and eating Easter eggs is a popular custom in many countries. In the UK, 
before they were replaced by chocolate Easter eggs, real eggs were used - in most cases, chicken eggs. The eggs were 
hard-boiled and dyed in various colors and patterns. The traditionally bright colours represented spring and light. Sadly, 
nowadays if you gave a child in Britain a hard-boiled egg on Easter Sunday, you would probably not be popular!

Around the world Easter has many other traditions.

SPAIN (Semana Santa)

This is the most important festival of the year. 
Celebrations go on for a whole week with processions, 

many with large floats carrying figures of Jesus Christ and 
the Virgin Mary. Traditionally children are given an  Easter 
Cake by their godparents known as la Mona de Pascua 

covered in chocolate, sweets and feathers.

CZECH REPUBLIC OR SLOVAKIA (Velikono?ní)

 Men and boys roam the streets with highly decorated 
willow switches looking for young women to whip! This 

is meant to bring good health and happiness.

HUNGARY (Húsvéti)

On Easter Sunday women dress in traditional costume 
and get splashed with water. Better than getting 

whipped!

FINLAND (Pääsiäinen)

Children dress as witches with broomsticks and roam 
the streets looking for treats. Believed to come from the 
belief that witches would fly to Germany and cavort with 

the devil. Bonfires are believed to scare them away.

PAPUA NEW GUINEA (Ista)

Trees at the front of the church are decorated with sticks 
of tobacco and cigarettes which are handed out after the 

service.

GREECE (? ????)

Here you will find only red eggs as this colour represents 
life and also the blood of Jesus Christ.

NORWAY (Påske)

Easter is a time for crime in Norway, TV companies run 
crime shows and crime novels are commissioned. This is 
believed to come from a crime novel in 1923 set on the 

Bergen Railway. At the time locals thought this had 
actually taken place and did not realise that the PR was 

an enormous publicity stunt!

FRANCE (Pâques)

The story of the ?Flying Bells? is told to children to 
explain why there are no bells at Easter. The story goes 

that all the bells grow wings and fly to Rome for a 
blessing from the Pope who then presents the bells with 

gifts of chocolate and sweets.The bells then fly back 
with the goodies in time for Easter.

by Rosie Dale



With the country having been in lockdown and us finding ourselves going on regular 
walks around the town, we had come across a few painted stones which our 
daughter loved to spot. 

With mental health being very close to our hearts in Honiton and to us personally,  
we wanted to spread a little positivity around and give others the smile that they had 
given us. So it was suggested to me by one of my #BroCheck team that we start a 
stone snake. 

So we did just that; we wanted to place stones with different positive messages on 
them and encourage other people to do the same and add their own stones to the 
snake. Edie, who is 9, loved designing and painting the stones and is very proud to 

have seen pictures of them pop up on social media. 

If anyone would like to add a stone to the snake it can be found on the footpath that runs parallel to the railway line in the 
Biddington Road estate; alternatively placing them in various places in the town will no doubt brighten someone's day as 
they are out walking.  

Along with the positive messages there is a stone with details of our Peer to Peer mental health support group 
on Facebook. Anyone is welcome to join and will always find support with us, just search #BroCheck. 

HONITON'S STONE SNAKE
by Kirsty Jones



GROWING UP IN THE OTTER VALLEY

With rights of way and footpath issues rife in the media, I have been prompted to share my experience of growing up in 
this beautiful and picturesque part of East Devon.

The outdoors was our playground - summer evenings after school, weekends, school holidays were all spent walking and 
cycling, exploring and playing in the surrounding countryside - to Hembury Fort, Egland, St Cyres Hill, Crook Hill, 
Torswood and Dumpdon Hill - and of course many hours spent along the River Otter. In those days you could walk all the 
way from Langford Bridge in the east to Clapper Lane Bridge, on down past the weir and then on to Tracy Bridge across 
the main road and then down through the fields below Cottarson Farm, and on to the Otter Inn at Weston. Just past the 
weir, the river split and here you could take another route which went in a big loop following the Mill Stream which began 
its journey at a sluice gate built to control the water flow when milling was in progress at Tracy Mill.

The Mill owner was George Rounsevell; Mr Towell, the miller has an Old English 
Sheepdog called Rover that always came out for a pat whenever we went by. 
We learned so much as children about the flowers and fauna along the river 
banks and surrounding fields, seeing the bright yellow king cups, the wild iris?s 
and the bullrushes in the reed beds; we would catch the bright blue flash of a 
kingfisher darting by (they would nest in holes on the high sandy banks of the 
river), watch the wagtails hop from stone to stone in the stream, the heron 
standing for what seemed an eternity waiting for his dinner and the majestic 
swans which seemed to visit every year and build their enormous nests on little 
islands in the stream or river. Hares, fallow deer and rabbits were often seen 
and we were lucky to see the occasional otter.

In the winter when snow was on the ground we went sledging in the fields high 
above the river known to us all as Three Corners - it lies between Tracy House 
and Combe Raleigh Rectory. We would play outdoors for hours, taking a pack 
of jam or cheese sandwiches and a bottle of Corona in its unique bottles with 
spring like corks and delivered every week by the Corona man. Access to an 

empty jam jar, tied around the neck with a piece of string, and we were off down the river catching minnows or other small 
creatures and when the frog spawn was around, usually found in slow moving pools or adjacent ponds and ditches, we 
would collect some to take to school, where our teachers Miss Doidge or Miss Jarvis would keep it tanks in the classroom 
until the tadpoles became small frogs which we then returned to the river.

We played skimming flat stones over the still water, raced Pooh sticks on the fast-flowing areas, we built rafts and of 
course on hot summer days went for a swim. The main swimming area was called third pool; this was found just above 
the weir in a wide part of the river. Walking down past Honiton Secondary School, the lane became a grassy path to a 
field gate and down to the river - this access was cut off with the building of the Honiton Bypass. Honitonians had swum 
here for years and there are remains of old diving boards, now rotten; there were two pools further downstream before 
Tracy Bridge that were deep enough for a swim.

Like all youngsters we all liked to go fishing; this was restricted with private fishing signs here and there on the river 
banks, but we all took a chance to try and catch the occasional trout, with very little success - our hooks and lines were 
purchased at a shop in Mill Street named Marshals, a very small shop that sold a variety of merchandise.

However, for our family it was the eels in the river that provided us with our sport. Our most memorable eeling experience 
came one summer evening after a sudden cloud burst; we hastily made two clats and made our way to the river - in less 
than two hours we caught over 100 eels. In those pre-freezer 
days, none were ever wasted ? skinned and cleaned they 
were shared out among friends and work colleagues; Jo Muth 
of Hale Lane and Pop Stone of Northcote Lane were always 
glad to see us on the doorstep with a bag of eels. I believe 
eels are now on the decline, but it was always a fun sport.

The course of the river between Langford and Tracy has 
changed over the years due to various forces of nature; I 
walked a stretch of the river a couple of years ago but 
unfortunately could not walk very far before barbed wire 
fencing and hedges stopped my progress. I hope something 
can be sorted and these lovely riverside walks and access can 
be reinstated legally so the youngsters of today can leave their 
ipads and computers now and then and enjoy all the wonders 
of the area I enjoyed growing up in the Otter Valley.

Happy Days

by Max Pipe

Photo courtesy of  Nick Boggan of the 
River Otter near Langford Bridge

The River Otter near Tracey Bridge



Photo courtesy of  Nick Boggan of the 
River Otter near Langford Bridge



CELEBRATING WOMEN'S ACHIEVEMENTS AT AUCTION

Last month, in celebration of International Women?s Day, I wrote about 
Suffragette jewellery and its popularity.

At auction, items that have been made by women or are 
commemorating their achievements often command a premium price. 
One example of this is a Civil MBE medal belonging to one of an elite 
group of female pilots to fly in WW2 that we, Chilcotts Auctioneers, 
sold in December. 

The medal was awarded to Flight Lieutenant Joan Lily Amelia Hughes 
in 1946 in recognition of her extraordinary contribution to the war 
effort.

Joan was in the very first group of female pilots taken on by Air 
Transport Auxiliary. They didn?t take part in combat but instead 
delivered planes around the country to RAF airbases, enabling fighter 

pilots to spend more time in training, particularly for the Battle of Britain.

Joan was such a good pilot that she trained on all the different types of aeroplane including Hornet Moths and Leopard 
Moths and was able to fly the Stirling and Lancaster bombers, although she had to sit on a high cushion - and needed an 
engineer on board to help her reach the levers and controls! By the end of the war she had flown nearly a hundred 
different kinds of aeroplane.

After the war Joan not only stayed on at White Waltham airfield to fly and train new young people but also began a 
glamorous career as a stunt pilot.  She flew Kenneth More?s Spitfire in ?Reach for the Sky? (1956) and was Lady 
Penelope?s stunt pilot in the original Thunderbirds series, famously flying under a motorway bridge on the M40!

Finally giving up her beloved flying she moved to live on a farm on Exmoor. She died, aged 74, in 1993.

The MBE medal was sold together with Joan?s medal for her Pike Trophy award from 1980 for a hammer price of £5,800.

by Liz Chilcott



THE RAMBLINGS OF GERTIE FROM GITTISHAM
The other day when I was out and about in Gittisham, I was hailed by my dear friend, 
William. ?Maid!? he calls out for, just like me, he is Devon born and bred. ?Us ?ave got 
summin? for ?ee.? What a gem his loan of 'Peter Orlando Hutchinson?s TRAVELS IN 
VICTORIAN DEVON Illustrated Journals and Sketchbooks 1846 ? 1870? compiled and 
edited by Jeremy Butler turned out to be with its wondrous library of eclectic local 
knowledge. This large hardback is simply marvellous ? full of sketches, pen and ink 
drawings and watercolours ?many of which are miniature masterpieces?. All are 
accompanied with relevant informative and often humorous diary entries. Oh! The hours 
I have spent in the delightful company of this extraordinary man with his many talents 
and interests, one of which was archaeology. Here I gleaned snippets of information 
concerning the nearby and once ?magnificent Bronze Age monuments? and was 
introduced to the Rev. Kirwan, rector of Gittisham, who was known for his bullish 
methods of excavation, which clashed with Hutchinson?s own more modern, carefully 
researched methodology. ?He (Hutchinson) deplored the fact that Kirwan in 1859-61 had 
been given permission to ?dig over as many barrows as zeal may invite?, remarking that 
care and deliberation spent on a single tumulus would give far more satisfactory results.?

However, I have deviated for far too long over the subject which I wished to address and 
that is the Devonshire dialect. This is because Peter Orlando Hutchinson wrote a ?counterfeit? letter, which was published 
at the time, concerning his opposition of Free Trade and the hardship it was causing to the farmers. A copy of the letter is 
printed in the aforementioned text using the idiolect favoured by myself and my dear friend, William. William had helpfully 
marked this page for me as a means to further justify our communication using the old Devonshire dialect. Here follows a 
brief extract from the opening paragraph of the letter, which was written under Hutchinson?s pseudonym, Jan Chawbacon:

?Honoured Zur,

. . . We varmers be down in the mouth. I?ve been zo dashed about the loss of Purtection that I?ve no heart to 
hould my pen ? no more than to hould my plou. I?ve been as wished as a dishclout and ave a got no sproil in me. 
When I zeed mysel going downhill we no drag to stop me, I vound I was obligated to turn off my man Urchit ? I 
mane Urchit Pook.. . . I goes into the yard once day and Urchit was a sot down pun the zool. He had a got a sliver 
of bird and a rasher of bacon in one hand and his stick-knife in the t?other, a eating his ten-o-clock.?

The positive stimulus in reading these words was compounded by hearing dear William spouting forth the letter to me, on 
my returning the weighty tome of infinite delights to his care. His deep sonorous tone lengthening each word and 
exaggerating the ?r? was a casting back in time, causing my whole being to tremble with joy, as the laughter spontaneously 
rose from a gurgle in my stomach to a spluttering explosion. 

The musicality of such expression transports me back to my childhood, when I heard such a manner of speaking in a 
Dartmoor farmhouse, the home of my Aunt Lilla and Uncle George. The old granite walls, the roaring open fire and the 
soot-blackened kettle hanging from a chain mounted somewhere up in the chimney is therefore engraved on my memory. 
Likewise, the food produced from the range - thickly cut wedges of cooked potato and raw onion baked under racks of 
dripping white-fat rashers of belly pork and cups of tea, so strong that ?the teaspoon could stand on its own in the middle?. 
A hearty tea after a day spent roaming the moor and all the while the sing-song Devonshire dialect reverberating around 
the room, bouncing loudly off the hard granite and unadorned oak surfaces. All of my senses were magnified by the 
spirited heat from range and open fire, the tang of crisped onions on the tongue and the spill of grease running down the 
weathered face of ?Jarge?. And Lilla calling to him from the coolness of the pantry, ?Av?m vinished ees mulkin eet?? before 
bringing forth a ?gurt dish of junket and crame?.

Now it seems all the colour, the meatiness and vigour has evaporated from our ?talkin? and how I do mourn the loss of 
hearing my native dialect as I go about my daily tasks. ?Tis no gud ? all this yer Received Pronunciation and what-not. Yer 
be that the time? Us?ll have to go cos? I can?t bide yer chacklin? with cow?s udder drippin? and dear William wantin? a dish of 
tay wiv me afftur the mulkin.'



CLUB & COMMUNITY NEWS

Blackdown Hills Community Bus
Your Community Bus needs YOU! The CBO (Churchinford, 
Buckland & Otterford) minibus has been running on a 
non-profit basis in the Blackdowns for more than ten years, 
providing community transport, bookable by groups and 
individuals. These include Churchinford Cricket Club, 
Smeatharpe WI, the Blackdown Hills Garden Club, local 
football teams, schools and musicians. We purchased a 
nearly new minibus a few years ago (changing the charity?s 
name to the Blackdown Hills Community Bus) largely paid for 
through fundraising events. We rely on volunteer drivers and 
operate our budget to ensure that running costs are covered. 
Until Covid struck, we also ran not-for-profit monthly shopping 
trips, the new bus becoming a lifeline for many elderly 
residents who were no longer able to drive.

Understandably, the minibus has been off-road since March 
2020. With the prospect of the country reopening soon, we 

need a new committee to take the charity forward. The bus is in good condition, having been stored indoors over the 
winter, and our finances are secure. Unfortunately, we will not be in a position to hire out the bus until a new committee is 
formed.

The positions we need to fill are not onerous, requiring attendance of an hour or so at roughly one meeting a 
month. If you would like to volunteer, or need more information, please contact the secretary, Ken Pearson, by 

email atken_pearson@icloud.com.

Honiton Spinners:

The sociable cycling club that?s more 
interested in cake than competitions.

Fantastic news! Honiton 
Spinners can ride again. 
From 29th March, we are 
allowed to ride in groups of 
15, so you may see the 
Spinners jerseys around the 
roads of Honiton. 

We are affiliated to the 
national cycling organisation, 
British Cycling, who 

announced on 9th March that riding in groups of 
15 will be allowed. We don?t ride in big groups 
though, for safety reasons, as we share the 
lanes with walkers, horses and tractors.

Club rides are on Tuesdays and Thursdays, 
from 30th March at 6.30pm. Guests are 
welcome for three rides before joining the club. 
Membership entitles you to benefits such as a 
discount at Cycle Honiton, money off the club 
jersey and club (not personal) insurance from 
British Cycling.

Come and join us for a leisurely pootle or, if you 
fancy your chances, at this year?s club 
challenges of Salcombe Hill and Hayne Lane!

For more information visit our webpage 
https://www.honitonspinners.org 

or look for us on Facebook.

From 29th March, the Choose and Collect 
service restarts and some libraries will offer 
computer access for essential access, 
bookable by contacting your local library by 

phone or via email.

From 12th April, libraries will offer phased reopening for book 
browsing and computer sessions. Mobile libraries will be back on the 
road offering book browsing for one bubble at a time..

From 17th May, meeting rooms for groups of 6 will be available.

From 21st June, we should be able to expand the in-person offer, 
start to introduce events and offer meeting rooms for bigger groups.

The timetable is subject to Government guidance and potential 
change. We will continue to keep customers updated. We will 
continue to offer a wide range of eBooks, eAudiobooks, digital 
magazines and newspapers on the website, as well as a vibrant 
programme of digital events via social media.

The Home Library Service will be offered where the volunteer is 
comfortable providing this service.  Volunteers will order items from 
the library, collect and then transport to the customer for contactless 
doorstep delivery.

Returning Items : The request is that library customers hold onto 
books, CDs and DVDs and return them when doors re-open from 
12th April. Items that were due back before 4th April have been 
automatically extended to 28th June 2021. If you do need to return 
items prior to 12th April please contact your local library in advance 
to confirm arrangements.

Renewals, reservations and charges : To assist customers, the 
following temporary arrangements are in place:Items that were due 
back before 4th April have been auto extended to 28th June 2021. 
We have also extended our loan period to 10 weeks on anything 
borrowed from 18th January 2021



CLUB & COMMUNITY NEWS

Honiton Garden Club

The Garden Club committee has been 
meeting to try and set some things in 
place for this year.

We will not be running any outings in 
2021 but do have a full programme of 
interesting speakers  lined up.

As things stand nationally at this time, 
we are looking to have our first meeting 
on Thursday 24 June. We then hope to 
continue to meet at St Paul's church on 
the third Thursday of each month.

Before that, hopefully we will hold our 
Annual Plant sale outside the church on 
Saturday 8 May. We hope to see you 
there - it is always a good place to stock 
up for your garden with reasonably 
priced plants grown by our members.

We hope you are keeping safe and 
enjoying the garden on these sunny 
days.

For details of membership please call 
me on 01404 548709

Julia Beaman, Chairman

Cheques of £100 each were 
donated to local community 
charities from money raised 
from the sale of donated 
books in Tesco?s foyer. 
Sharon Thorne from TRIP, 
Heather Penwarden from 
the Admiral Nurse campaign 
and Toni Hiscocks from 
Hospiscare  were presented 
with their cheques by Tesco 
Community Manager 
Duncan Sheridan-Shaw.

Photo courtesy of Honiton Nub News

The group meets weekly on a Tuesday 
evening at 7.30pm via Zoom. We have 
interesting talks from outside organisations, 
We also discuss fundraising for local and 

international charities.The main aim of Rotary is to serve our 
community, have a great deal of fun and make new friends .

Take a look at our website Otter Valley Rotary, go to future events for 
up to date information on forthcoming talks. New members are very 
welcome. Please contact Jim Cobley jamesgcobley@tiscali.co.uk 
for further information.

You can also follow us on Facebook and Twitter.

As we are moving even nearer the time of no restrictions and being 
able to meet again face to face, Otter Valley are starting to promote 
their Community Raffle.

This is an opportunity for ANY local charity or someone who is helping 
to raise funds for a local group to be part of this. At no cost to the 
group, Otter Valley supply the raffle tickets, with a top prize of £1,000. 
The cost of a ticket is £1 with the group keeping 90p from every ticket 
sold. An easy way for you to raise funds. If you would like to be part 
of this, please contact Otter Valley Rotarian Mike Huxtable via 
email mthuxtable@aol.com.He will be happy to guide you through the 
process.

Crocuses - End Polio Now :In 1985 Rotary International joined forces 
with The World Health Organisation and UNESCO and started END 
POLIO NOW. This was a massive undertaking to rid the world of polio. 
Thanks to this, polio has almost been eradicated in the world.

There are some wonderful displays of crocus around Ottery and West 
Hill which have been planted by Otter Valley Rotary.

What do they symbolise? To show that children had been immunised 
against polio, their little finger was dipped in a harmless purple dye. To 
promote the work of this world project, Rotary Clubs across Britain 
have purchased and planted millions of crocus corms in public areas, 
providing carpets of purple flowers in early spring. A fitting tribute to the 
success.

Volunteering :If you have volunteered during the pandemic and would 
like to continue serving your community, why not join the Rotary ? You 
would be made very welcome.

Please contact Secretary Jim Cobley via email (address above) if 
you require funds, or volunteers, we will do our best to support 
your cause.



CLUB & COMMUNITY NEWS

Don't forget to keep us up to date with what is happening in your part of our community. We would be happy to 
share your news for you if it relates to Honiton and the surrounding villages.

Contact us on honitonvillagenews@gmail.com

If you look after someone, who looks 
after you? Since COVID-19, the 
number of unpaid carers in Devon 
has increased by almost 50% to 
approximately 130,000 (source: 
Devon County Council). It has never 
been more important to identify and 
support carers than now. Devon 

Carers are passionate about helping those who support 
others.

A carer is someone who provides unpaid support to family, 
friends or neighbours who could not manage without their 
help on a regular basis. Anyone can become a carer at 
any time. It may happen gradually as a person?s health 
deteriorates or instantly, as a result of an accident or 
unexpected health condition. Quite often a person does 
not recognise themselves as a carer, even though they 
have a caring responsibility. No matter who a person is 
caring for and whether they have the same condition as 
somebody else, their situation is unique to them.

Devon Carers is an organisation that supports unpaid 
carers to maintain their own health, wellbeing and 
independence to care safely, confidently and effectively. 
The service has been commissioned jointly by Devon 
County Council and NHS Devon Clinical Commissioning 
Group. They provide a range of services to over 20,000 
carers across Devon, excluding Plymouth and Torbay.

These include:-

- Website ? an excellent information resource 
https://devoncarers.org.uk/

- Quarterly Magazine ? with the latest news, carer 

stories and training courses
- Helpline and Webchat ? available Mon-Fri 

8am-6pm Sat 9am-1pm. Call 03456 434 435
- Alert Card ? to alert others if they become 

unexpectedly ill or taken to hospital that they are 
unable to care for their loved ones and to summon 
help for them

- Training ? opportunities to learn skills to assist 
with their caring role

- Peer Support ? connecting carers to mutually 
support each other

- Emergency Plan ? a record containing important 
and useful information to help others if a carer is 
unexpectedly unable to carry out their caring role

- Hospital Services ? additional support following a 
stay in hospital

- Carer assessments ? a personalised assessment 
of how caring affects your health and wellbeing 
and how we can support you with one-to-one 
assistance if required. We treat each carer as an 
individual, taking time to find out what?s important 
to them, and work out together how we can 
support them in their caring role.

The challenges carers face in different parts of the county 
can vary greatly, so having local teams enables them to 
provide specific advice and support. The teams also liaise 
closely with health and social care services and have 
strong links with voluntary and community organisations.

If you think you are an unpaid carer, or know someone 
who is, please get in touch with Devon Carers to find 
out more: https://devoncarers.org.uk/ or 03456 434 435

Honiton Lions

Welcome to spring everyone and may I just say - the sun is out, the sky is blue, and we are 
hopefully all feeling a bit better than this time last year.

I am pleased to let everybody know that The Lions Club Classic Car Show is back in July. 
Full details later in the magazine under "Things to look forward to this Summer".

The Lions Annual Duck Race at The Otter Inn is not going to take place this year owing to 
unfortunate circumstances.(WE NEED NEW MEMBERS!).

However we will be running a draw throughout the summer to raise funds for local 
Community Care Charities. The people and companies supporting this draw are from the 

abandoned Duck Race because of Covid last year, they are Baker Estates Ltd, MNR Mowers Ltd, Honiton Peugeot, 
MKM Building Supplies Ltd, SCS Porsche, Blamphayne Sawmill Ltd, The Otter Inn and Otter Brewery.Tickets are 
sponsored by Total Plumbing Supplies Ltd.

If you require any information regarding the above events please give me, Brian the Lion, a call on 01404 43738.

Look forward to seeing you all out and about in the summer!



CLUB & COMMUNITY NEWS
Honiton Royal British Legion ? 100 Years 

Supporting The Community
In early 1921 Great Britain witnessed the formation of The British Legion. 
Honiton saw the benefits of such an organisation and was quick to form a 
branch of The British Legion in the early days of the organisation. The 
Honiton Branch of what is now The Royal British Legion was formed on 
19th June 1921 and is still alive and strong in the Town 100 years later.

The club has come and gone and was a local well supported club for 50 years, but the Honiton Branch of The Royal 
British Legion has survived and still boasts a membership of nearly 100. The Branch has been running the local Poppy 
Appeal and organising the annual festival of remembrance in Honiton since its formation. As well as these annual events 
it also continues to support members of the armed forces and service community when asked to do so as well as actively 
fundraising for its specific causes.

To celebrate the 100th Anniversary of the Legion and The Honiton Branch, a Grand Prize Draw is being held. Tickets will 
be on sale in the very near future from all of our committee members and at our events throughout the year. We hope to 
see members of the town at many of these events in 2021.

The Honiton Branch of The Royal British Legion that has supported the Armed Forces Family in Honiton has only 
continued to operate for the last 100 years because of the support of its dedicated Branch management and committee. 
So as a futureproofing process, the Branch is now actively seeking like-minded younger people to take over the reins and 
manage the Branch into the future and ensure it survives. Is there anyone in Honiton who is ready to take up the 
challenge? If you are that person please get in touch through the normal channels.

In April we look forward to 
opening for essential services, 
like NHS blood donation 
sessions, counselling services 

etc. and, from 12th April, children?s classes and 
activities. It?ll be joyous to have them back in the 
building.

With staff on part time furlough we are keeping things 
ticking over and planning, where we can, lovely things 
for folk in the future.

We are very excited to be able to offer our first live 
events in June, all being well and being very conscious 
of Covid measures these will both be socially distanced, 
seated shows.

The Undercover Hippy (full band) are coming to the 
Beehive! Billy performed a solo gig, one of our last here, 
just as Covid was emerging; it was a great evening and 
the whole band want to play this time! So come along 
for a wiggle in your seat and gig with some fabulous, 

catchy, thought 
provoking songs on 
Friday 11th June.

On Saturday 19th 
June (6.30pm and 
9pm) we have two 
socially distanced 
shows by Bookends 
Duo, performing 
Simon and Garfunkel 

through the years; the show is a ?masterpiece? (BBC 
Radio) in musicianship; exquisitely recreating the 
unmistakable sound of Simon & Garfunkel. We?re 
delighted to welcome Dan and Pete back after their 
amazing sell out show in 2018.

Huge thanks to all of you who have continued to support 
the Beehive and who have so kindly made donations, it 
is very much appreciated and will enable us to continue 
providing enjoyable events and services for the 
community. We can?t wait to welcome you and our 
wonderful volunteers back into the Beehive, it?s been a 
long haul and we miss you!

Speaking of volunteers, as you know they are a vital 
part of our charity and we would welcome anyone who 
feels they may have some spare time or skills that they 
are happy to share. We are a friendly group and The 
Beehive is an attractive place in which to spend time 
and join the community. Many people are in employment 
or have other commitments but there is a variety of 
volunteering opportunities that can fit around most of 
these. Our box office, cafe bar, front of house, 
projection, technical, publicity and administrative 
departments all operate with the support of volunteers. If 
you have time to spare, come and join us! Training is 
given in all areas.

Please check out the Volunteers/About section on 
our website or email Claire, Trustee and Volunteer 
Coordinator, at:

clairebrowne@beehivehoniton.co.uk

Another important piece of news to impart is that our 
Chair of the Beehive Board of Trustees, Serena Sexton, 
is standing down after working incredibly hard for us 
over an extremely tricky time; we are very grateful to her 
and sad to see her go, we wish her all the very best with 
her desire to stand for the Town Council and we know 
she will go on to do great things for the town if 
successful.

Wendy and the Beehive team



EMAIL EXPLAINED - Just a Little

We all use email these days, even though many of us use other ?instant? 
messaging services for everyday conversations. You may have heard of 
?webmail? and wondered what it is!  What webmail is, is an email system such 
as Gmail, Yahoo, AOL, Hotmail and Outlook (there?s loads more) that you 
access by going to the provider's page online - in a web browser like Chrome, 
Safari, Edge or Firefox. The beauty of webmail is that none of the emails are 
actually stored on your device, unless you install a program or app to do so.

So a program is installed on your PC, laptop or device, known as an ?email 
client? or app. This will communicate with the email server at any of the 
providers mentioned here and more, and bring the emails to your device. 
Often, an email client or app will have different features and menus when 
compared to the webmail versions.

POP and IMAP - these are the two methods by which email is sent and received. 

POP (Post Office Protocol) generally means that once the emails are delivered to your device, they are no longer on the 
server. 

IMAP (Internet Message Access Protocol) generally means that once emails get to your device, they are still on the 
server, delete them on the device and they also get deleted off the server and any other connected device, all at the same 
time. IMAP is the more popular one today as all your email folders are synced with the server. These methods are 
customisable to suit the need.

Personally I view email security and function as being very important. While I have an email address with all the above 
providers I actually only use Fastmail, everything ends up there. Would you like email that is encrypted or not tracked? 
Protonmail and Fastmail can do this for you.

To have a closer look visit my website: mwatkins.net

by Michaela Watkins

Farway Common contains a large group of barrows and the most important Bronze Age necropolis or 
burIal ground outside Dartmoor. The road along the hillside above the village follows the parish 

boundary is probably a faer-weg (?frequented road?) from which the parish takes its name.

DID YOU KNOW?
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https://pixabay.com/illustrations/search/flowers/


TWO LOCAL BOWLING CLUBS WITH A LOT TO CELEBRATE

Founder member of 
Feniton Bowling Club, 
Tony Kury, writes that it 
was a wet Sunday 
morning in 1969 when 
he was approached by 
two colleagues who 
suggested that a 
bowling green could be 
built in Feniton. It was 
agreed that, with the 
right help, it was 
possible so a meeting, 

chaired by the President of the Devon Bowling 
Association, was held at the school and a committee 
formed.

Brigadier Acland proved to be very helpful and agreed to 
a 28 year lease on some sloping land to the rear of the 
site to be used for the new telephone exchange. Access 

was between the village 
hall and post office as 
the car park was yet to 
be built.

Various fund raising 
events were held 
including bingo and 
jumble sales. John 
Spence cleared out a 
hen house where they 
were able to hold three 

dances with music supplied by the Teign Valley 
Stompers. Over three hundred people attended one of 
these.

The money raised allowed a start to be made on levelling 
the ground with Jack Gibbins giving access through his 
farmyard, which is now Barton Rise. The first dig started 
in 1971 making 2021 our 50th year. A competition was 
run to design a club badge and this is based on a leaf of 
the chestnut tree that stood on the village green until 
recently.

Planning consent was eventually granted for a pavilion 
where teas could be served so we could move away from 
the village hall and the Parish Council built a car park. 
Unfortunately some years later the pavilion was 
consumed by fire but good insurance enable us to rebuild 
to give us the pavilion we have today.

Over the years there 
have been several 
setbacks but the club 
continues to flourish 
and has an excellent 
green and supportive 
membership. We have 
had a number of 
successes including 
one lady who became 
the Devon Champion of 

Champions and with two others was runner up in the 
Benevolent Triples.

We are pleased that we have several members who have 
been awarded their County Badge and in our 50th year 
we hope to celebrate by entertaining a team representing 
Bowls England plus a team representing the President of 
Bowls Devon. Bowls is a great sport that is open to all 
ages and we will always welcome new members who 
want to give it a go.

Feniton - 50 Years

Honiton - Centenary

Honiton Bowling Club is celebrating its Centenary this year and, as part of the club celebrations, matches have been 
arranged with Bowls Devon and Bowls England.

The club was first established in 1921 in Pine Park as an Outdoor Lawn Bowls club and moved to its current home in 
Streamers Meadow which opened in May 1930. Since then it has expanded by adding, in 1990, a superb Indoor 4 rink full 
size bowling facility that is available for play all year, 7 days per week 9am to 10pm. Outdoor bowling is available mid-April 
to mid-September.

Over the years the club has continued to extensively improve and maintain all its facilities with a modern clubhouse, 
changing rooms, licensed bar, modern kitchen and function area, and hot beverage machine.

A full programme for both Indoor and Outdoor activities is available which includes friendly matches with local and touring 
teams, club leagues, competitive bowling at club, county and national level - or book a rink for social bowling with friends 
and a catch up over coffee. Free taster sessions are available, see our website at honitonbowlingclub.co.uk for 
more details or ring 07486 865047 and book a session. The club is planning to hold an Open Weekend on 
Saturday 29th May & Sunday 30th May 2021 from 10am to 2pm.

 





NATURE NOTES

If you have anything 'wildlife related' you would like to show me or tell me about, 

please get in touch at honitonvillagenews@gmail.com

Room with a View

Living in Honiton you are never far from nature and from my back bedroom window I have a good view of the 
heronry at Egland. Well to be honest I need a pair of binoculars, or actually a telescope would be better. Although the 
heronry is just over a mile away from my house I am just able to see some large birds flying into the Scots Pines 
which form the support for their nests.

Egland is one of a number of heronrys in East Devon. There are two others near Seaton and a couple near the Exe 
estuary, but the only other inland heronry at Axminster has failed recently due to the deterioration of the trees. With a 
wingspan almost that of a Golden Eagle, the heron is the most widespread predatory bird in Britain and is a familiar 
sight all along the Otter and its tributaries. You will also find them in wet areas and ponds, such as those at Offwell, 
and those of you with fishponds in your gardens will know that they can be very bold where tasty fish are available.

I decided to come down from my bedroom, grab my binoculars and walk down to Tracy Bridge to see if I could get a 
better look. From the road just above the bridge I scanned the trees on the estate 
and could clearly see the birds flying into the nest site. The heron?s preference for 
tall mature trees has ensured that many heronrys are in old parkland and estates 
such as Egland. If you want to get a closer view of a heronry, the one at 
Powderham Estate is clearly visible from the road alongside the Exe estuary. 
From the early medieval period until the nineteenth century the heron was viewed 
as a relatively inexpensive tasty table item, which probably explains their 
tolerance on our country estates.

What I could see in the tops of the trees along with the herons were other large 
white birds sharing the nesting site. Little Egrets are relatively new to the East 
Devon bird scene and prior to 1989 they were a rare sight. However a dramatic 
northward extension of their range from north-west France saw the first British 
breeding record with a pair nesting in Poole Harbour in 1996. Today you are just 
as likely to see egrets as herons in our area and they regularly share the same 
nesting trees.

Egrets feed not only on fish and other aquatic life, but are equally at home in wet meadows where worms and other 
various insects make up a large part of their diet. They are a common sight along the Otter with 16 being the largest 
number I?ve seen together in a field near Langford Bridge. As someone who sometimes suffers from balance 
problems, I am seriously impressed by egrets, who can sometimes be seen taking a break by standing on one leg in 
the middle of a field. I?m even more impressed by the heron, who with even longer legs manages to land on a branch 

at the top of a tall tree in a strong breeze. The very thought of it 
makes me want to hold on to something to steady myself.

After checking out the heronry and steadying my balance, I 
stopped by the bridge for a while to watch the dippers searching 
for insects in the river and then took the footpath across the fields 
to come out on Clapper Lane near Combe Woods. Walking back 
into the town I stopped on the bridge below the by-pass and 
checked out the river for the latest signs of Beaver activity. 
Panning my binoculars down the river I saw a heron standing 
motionless. I watched as it eventually started wading slowly and 
precisely through the water before suddenly plunging its beak 
into the river to catch and quickly swallow its catch before I had a 
chance to see what it was.

Now back in my bedroom typing these Nature Notes and 
searching for inspiration, I again grab my binoculars and focus them on the Scots Pines at Tracey. From this 
distance I can just make out a number of herons and egrets still there, occasionally looking up from their nest sites. 
They inspire me. I think I will have another go to see if I can improve on my sketching skills.





Podcast. Noun; a digital audio file made available on the internet for downloading to a 
computer or mobile device, typically available as a series.

Early 21st century: from iPod + broadcast. In October 2001 Apple launched its first 
portable music player called an 'iPod'. 

Getting bored with Spotify?s very limited views about my musical interest, I began 
exploring and discovered a whole new world of words which I could plug into and enjoy 
whenever and wherever.

In one episode of Penguin Podcasts, Dolly Alderton, author of ?Ghosts?, talks to Sue 
Perkins. Authors (or, as she prefers to call herself, story writers) are asked to select 
objects that inspired their writing. Alderton?s choice is ?a glass of not-quite cold enough 
over-priced white wine?. Why? Having set herself three months only to write a novel, 
she decided to socialise non-stop, so spent three nights every week in the pub with 

friends.  Conversation, she said, is ?workshopping for good writing?. When asked how she could remember all the nuggets 
of conversation to squeeze into her book after a night on the wine, she quoted Hemingway: write, drink, edit. I would not 
recommend that as a mission statement. 

In the same series, Neil MacGregor, art historian and former Director of the British Museum, chose four objects to talk 
about as he chatted with Nihal Athanayake about the new audiobook of ?A History of the World in 100 Objects?. Selecting 
four out of 100 is quite a challenge, so, as anticipated, his choices are intriguing. One that amused me was a live 
rhinoceros. Difficult to wrap, they decided. It was given to a local governor by the Sultan of Gujerat. What, asks 
MacGregor, would you do if you were given a rhinoceros? This develops into a fascinating exploration of the importance 
of studying history as a way to understand our present times and our behaviour and leads to another object: a 6,000-year- 
old beautifully polished jade axe. Similar objects are linked to the development of farming in this country. But this axe is a 
mystery. It was never used. Why spend hours and hours creating an intricate object that had no practical value? The 
discussion that follows provides an insight into human behaviour not only of the time, but also of today.

If, like me, you enjoy running and eating, try Charlie Watson?s offering ?Cook, Eat, Run? in which she chats to runners of all 
shapes, ages and levels of expertise and to specialist nutritionists about everything to do with running and eating. 
Olympian (and local athlete) Jo Pavey spills the beans about home schooling, sharing a hotel room with Dame Kelly 
Holmes and being called Granny by the GB squad. Ultra Trail Mont Blanc survivor, Sophie Powers, reveals what it is really 
like to be an endurance runner over a continuous 106 mile run with 32, 808 feet of climb, whilst breastfeeding a baby 
(though not all the time). Spoiler alert: it might put you off taking part in ultra marathon!. If this sounds just a bit too elitist 
for most of us, Watson also chats about the mental health benefits of running with friends and how difficult it really is to 
lace up and go running when it is cold, dark and raining outside. Oh, and she has a wonderful recipe for peanut butter 
energy bars (aka flapjacks to the rest of us).

If you prefer something more lyrical and less energetic, this might appeal to you. Whilst preparing a meal, I was doing the 
right-left scroll thing on my phone and came across a surprising friendship: in ?Renegades: Born in the USA?, Barack 
Obama and Bruce Springsteen contemplate growing up in the USA as outsiders. The discussion is casual, random, 
thoughtful and amusing. Every now and then we hear the delicate strum of guitar chords which adds an eery aura to the 
chatting. Q. Do you know how many guitars Springsteen has in his house? A. So many that even he is not certain.

For something a little closer to home, try ?How I found My Voice?, for discussions with ?some of the world?s greatest artists 
and thinkers?. including Anthony Horowitz, Meera Syal and Richard Osman. Kate Winslet, whose latest film is ?Ammonite? 
in which she plays the fossil hunter Mary Anning, has some fascinating insights into accents. The trick is doing an accent 
so well that it disappears, so the audience do not hear you do it. She has some hilarious stories about Leo DiCaprio 
eating chocolate and ?that? door in ?Titanic?, but I won?t spoil it for you.

I HAVE DISCOVERED THE PODCAST!
by Jennie Sleeman



Across

1. and 24. An artist with a bold, recognisable 
style who ran a guesthouse in Plymouth.

4. The only town/village in Devon starting 
with the letter J.

7. The name of the UK?s narrowest street.

9. The 2nd highest point in Devon.

11. Smeaton?s Tower can be found on 
Plymouth ?

14. The .. is the nickname of Exeter City FC.

16. The name of the British Celtic tribe who 
lived in the region corresponding to the 
present day Devon.

17. There are more than ?  places named 
Plymouth around the world.

19. How many Areas of Outstanding Natural 
Beauty are wholly or partly in Devon?

20. What industry in 1676 employed 1341 
people in Honiton?

22. Famous Wimbledon semi-finalist, born in 
Devon.

23. Earliest metal mined on Dartmoor.

24. See 1 across.

25. Which Devon castle was designed by 
Edwin Lutyens?

28. Which King of England declared the 
River Tamar to be the border between 
Devon & Cornwall?

29. This mother of a famous English King 
was born in Exeter.

31. Small mythological creature usually 
portrayed with pointed ears.

34. ? .. Point is Devon?s most southerly 
location.

36. Alcoholic spirit produced since 1793 in 
Plymouth.

37. Slapton ? ?  is the largest natural 
freshwater lake in SW England.

38. Curworthy, Sharpham and Vulscombe 
are all made in Devon, what are they?

44. Devon has the country?s only 16-sided 
house. What?s it called?

45. Which island off the coast of Devon 
takes its name from the Norse word for 
Puffin?

46. The animal housed in a hut on the 
Killerton Estate in the 1860?s brought back 
from Canada.

47. The home of a famous crime writer for 
nearly 40 years.

48. Devon dialect word for the soft light at 
twilight or dusk.

Down

1. Believed to be the longest village in the 
country.

2. A ? .. is the name common in Devon for 
an artificial watercourse dug into the 
ground, especially one supplying water to a 
watermill.

3. The Devon Rex is a breed of what animal?

4. The mysterious site on Dartmoor where 
fresh flowers appear every day.

5. One of the tributaries of this river gave its 
name to one of the bishoprics of Devon.

6. Surname of the engineer who built the 
oldest preserved working steam engine.

8. Devon?s Little Switzerland is the 
nickname of which Devon town?

10. The largest area of freshwater in SW 

England.

12. The name of this village in North Devon 
means camp on the headland, due to its iron 
Age fort at Wind Hill.

13. Which English town contains half the 
letters of the alphabet without repeating?

15. One of Devon?s Stannary towns.

16. Town where 6 down was born and 
where you can see the engine itself.

18. Devon river which rises on the Stall 
Moor Mires on Dartmoor.

21. Famous stone circle on Dartmoor, 
consisting of around 60 stones.

26. Location of shortest lighthouse in UK.

27. Devon word for thistle.

30. The 1st official one of these for Devon 
was designed by Christopher Saxton (1575).

31. County flower of Devon.

32. One of the colours of the Devon flag.

33. Famous Devon cattle breed.

35. The surname of the first woman seated 
as a Member of Parliament.

39. Devon is one of the most radioactive 
parts of the UK due to this element.

40. The number of people killed in 1638 
when lightning struck the Cathedral of the 
Moor.

41. Controversially this food item was not 
invented by the Cornish but discovered in a 
Devon book dating back 500 years.

42. On the banks of this river is the abbey 
said to be the birthplace of the cream tea.

43. In miles, Devon has more of this than 
any other county in England.



Pond Skat er

 Mark Rochester's painting Bright 
Sun brings light into our minds and 
hearts as we plan our year ahead with 
hope. Bright Sun is one of three of 
Mark's paintings currently in stock, 
these and works by all our artists can 
be seen in the current (virtual) 
exhibition.

New works are arriving from gallery artists throughout 
March so on 13 April we will open our doors to a full, fresh 
and diverse exhibition.

Bloom by Linda Felcey is currently 
in the gallery and whilst we are not 
open to the public, we are able to 
deliver art and craft purchased 
over the phone and via email. 
Linda will be delivering new work to 
us for April.

Katarzyna Klein curates an 
exhibition of painting, sculpture 
and craft this June when she will 
be filling our space with pieces 
reflecting her personal style, folk 
art interest and vibrant colour 
sense.

The unique sculptures of Dean Patman 
always delight visitors to the gallery. Dean 
has been struggling to source some of his 
materials due to the lack of car boot and 
rummage sales; however ,as inventive as 
ever, he will be giving us special 
collections of work this spring and autumn 
- let us know if there's a particular animal 
you'd like to see Dean grapple with from 
found materials.

Cherylene Dyer is working on a series of 
canvases for showing later in the year. 
Small series of works by a single artist will 
be popped into gallery spaces throughout 
the year.

The larger solo exhibitions planned for 2021 are;

Lee Madgwick - May
Richard Adams - July
Mark Rochester - August
Irene Jones - October

 

 

LOOKING FORWARD TO GALLERY RE-OPENING TO PUBLIC

MC² AUDIO 1,000th JURASSIC FIBRE CONNECTION
A business in Honiton has become the 1,000th 
customer to be installed with ultrafast full fibre 
broadband from Jurassic Fibre. MC² Audio - which 
manufactures and exports audio amplifiers around the 
world - was connected to Jurassic Fibre?s custom-built 
network in late February. The network provides 
internet speeds of up to 950Mbps for residential 
customers and up to 10Gbps for business customers.

Mark Bailey, Sales and Logistics Manager at MC² 
Audio, commented: ?We?ve been with a competitor for 
many years and the service has been OK, but we?re 
always looking to improve things and save money 
where we can.

?We have two sites: a factory in Honiton and one in the 
Midlands. We have an inter-site VPN which handles 

our VOIP phone system, our accounts system, and our manufacturing software, so we need a stable connection between 
the two sites. With lockdown and this pandemic, internet speeds have decreased because everyone is using it.

?For us, it was also the fact that Jurassic Fibre is a local company. We liked the whole idea of what they are doing for the 
region.?

Sidmouth resident Michael Maltby, CEO and Founder of Jurassic Fibre which is based in Exeter, said: ?We?re delighted to 
welcome MC² Audio to our network as our 1,000th customer.

?This is a significant milestone for the company as we push ahead with the roll-out of our network, with the goal of 
providing the best broadband offering to communities across the South West.

?Supporting local businesses and local people is at the heart of everything we do at Jurassic Fibre. It?s great to know that 
we are providing best-in-class digital connectivity to towns and villages which have previously been left behind when it 
comes to broadband.?





by Chris Harwood
BROADCLYST TO KILLERTON VIA POLTIMORE

Map OS Explorer 114 ?Exeter and the Exe Valley 1:25000.    8.2 miles 

Easy walking on good tracks across open pasture and through incredible National Trust woodland. Glorious sunken tracks 
and some quiet lane walking. Opportunity for refreshment at Killerton House. During the Covid crisis better take a picnic !

Chris, who lives in Talaton, has been a keen walker and mountaineer all his life, enjoying hikes throughout the UK and abroad. He 
has written 3 books describing the scenic wonders of East Devon, the Tale Valley and beyond. His informal and approachable style 
encourages all to get out and explore. "Great Walks in East Devon", "More Great Walks in East Devon" and "Great Walks around 
Ottery St Mary" are on sale at Talaton's Community Shop, Whimple Stores and the Curious Otter Bookshop in Ottery St Mary.

Start from small car park in Broadclyst (GR SX 9834 
9717). Exit via narrow pathway that starts beside the Car 
Park sign and runs beside the Hall. Cross the main road 
with care and go up the short lane to the Red Lion Inn. 
Look for the Public Footpath just to the right of the Inn and 
weave your way round the cottages on to a grassy track 
that narrows and leads to a small wooden bridge and gate 
over the river. Straight ahead to another stile (quite a few 
of these throughout the walk!) and then right along the 
good track ? actually, part of a cycle track.

Stay on this good track passing through some farm 
buildings until opposite the thatched Mooredge Farm, 
there is a track to the left. This is a Public Footpath. Follow 
it for about 50m and then following the yellow arrow move 
right over a plank bridge. Through a small gate and cross 
a marshy looking area with a few reeds. It?s barely wet and 

causes no 
problem. Move 
diagonally left 
across to another 
small bridge and 
then slightly 
diagonally right 
over open fields 
to a gate and a 
bridge AND 
another stile! all 
between two old 
trees. Proceed 

straight ahead, aiming for the house and, moving round to 
the left of the house on the Public Footpath pass over the 
stile and move left following the hedge on your left. Come 
to a ? yes ? stile then bear right with the stream on your 
right aiming for the motorway bridge just visible ahead in 
the trees. Passing through three little gates cross over the 
motorway bridge (What a noise!) and move up on to a 
really peaceful green track, leaving the fumes behind you. 
Ignore the path off to the right and keep on this really 
lovely path through a couple of wooden gates and into the 
woods. This is a National trust path and it meanders for 
just under a km through glorious woodlands, especially the 
latter part of it, until it meets the road. Here, turn right and 
walk gently along to Killerton House. Just before the main 
entrance take the Public footpath off to the left, passing 
through the big main iron gates or using the little metal 
gate.

If the café is open and you have succumbed then you 
must return to the road, turn right and then almost 
immediately turn right on the Public Footpath back into the 

estate. Follow the line of the garden wall passing in front of 
the house. Just after the rather wonderful composting area 
pass through the little wooden gate in front of you, and 
then right uphill towards Bluebell Gate. (About the only 
uphill in the entire walk! Honestly!) At the top, by the gates, 
turn sharp left, signed Columbjohn Woods, and follow the 
line of the woods for some way downhill to enter the 
woods via a little wooden gate. Bear left and stay high on 
the public footpath, moving round or under the barrier. 
Don?t be tempted to move along the downhill track. Now 
just potter along through the most wonderful woods. Not 
well signed but on a very obvious path.

You will emerge at a gate with fleeting views of the river 
Culm through the trees. Move ahead and to the left on a 
really good wide track, signed Columbjohn Chapel and 
Bridge. In a while look for and take the Permissive Path off 
right to arrive at the Columbjohn Chapel. A lot of history 
here linked to the Ackland family and a 16-century house, 
only the old gateway of which survives. This was originally 
the Ackland family home but they later moved to the 
present Killerton House. Leave the Chapel by the small 
gate opposite the Chapel door and follow the good track, 
passing under the ancient stone arch / gateway. Turn right 
to meet the minor road. Worth a quick look at the old 
Columbjohn Bridge over the river Culm. Here, left and then 
very soon, on the bend go right on the road to Huxam. 
Stay on this road for about one kilometre before turning 
left on the first side road. Now, stay on this road for quite 
some way to eventually arrive at Bowls Cross. Straight 
over and into Poltimore district ? rather fine old stone 
name plate on the roadside. Again, stay on this road for 
quite some way until you arrive at Poltimore village.

Follow the road winding through this really attractive 
village, maybe taking time to look inside the very attractive 
little Church. Wonderful windows and gallery. Almost 
opposite the Church, take the road, Hatchland Road, that 
soon changes into a narrow leafy track ? a wealth of wild 
flowers in Summer ? that leads down to the motorway. 
Cross via the footbridge and look for the little gate on to 
the signed Public Footpath on the right. Take this and exit 
via a gate to then cross open fields on a distinctly used 
path. Then move into open pasture which is crossed using 
a series of walk ways ? to get you over wet ground! ? to a 
bridge. Nearly there- straight ahead to the track that leads 
to the lane. Up the lane and at the top, bear left and 
wander slowly back to Broadclyst village. Over the road 
and safely back to the comfort of your car ? or maybe into 
the Red Lion.



APRIL IS ALL ABOUT COFFEE FOR HOSPISCARE
Hospiscare is endeavouring to 
harness the power of coffee and 
cake to raise funds for end-of-life 
care by holding its Coffee Month 
throughout April.

As holding a traditional Coffee Morning may not be 
possible, Hospiscare is embracing the idea that adversity 
is the mother of invention and is inviting its community to 
get creative with the humble brew.

Anyone can take part in 
Coffee Month throughout 
April, whether it?s by filling a 
flask and meeting a friend for 
a socially distanced walk or 
by getting busy in the kitchen 
and delighting your friends 
with doorstep deliveries of 
baked goodies.

Taking part can be as simple as 
donating what you would usually 
spend on your commute coffee for 
the month. It could help you bring 
friends and family together by 
organising a virtual gathering and 
sharing your cuppa and nibbles over 
a video call.

If you want to think entirely out of the 
box, you could create crafts to sell on 
a coffee and cake theme ? coffee fudge, cake-scented 
candles, hand-painted mugs?  The pandemic may have 
brought new guidelines into our lives but there are no 
limitations on your creativity!

Signing up to Hospiscare?s Coffee Month is as quick 
and easy as making a brew. Simply visit 

www.hospiscare.co.uk/coffee to sign up and receive 
your free fundraising pack.

Hospiscare?s Coffee Month could not take place without the sponsorship support of Western Power?s 
Priority Services.To find out more about Western Power?s Priority Service, visit 
https://www.westernpower.co.uk/customers-and-community/priority-services.

Do you need to publicise the work 
of your charity?

 Contact us on 
honitonvillagenews@gmail.com



HONITON LITTER PICKERS

Our son was the reason for litter 
picking; he became concerned 
about plastics after watching a 
documentary on TV. He asked 
what could be done and my wife 
and I showed him all the 
initiatives around the world, 
created by engineers and people 
going out solving the issue of 
litter, but there was nothing or no 
one local to deal with our 

community. That was when we suggested litter picks and bought a litter picker; we 
would walk a route and if it was littered we would return and litter pick.

The idea for Honiton Litter Pickers came about whilst on a walk in early 2020. As a 
family we had been litter picking the footpaths, lanes and roads around our house 
and decided our efforts aren?t enough. Whilst on our walks we would meet and talk 
to other Honiton residents who would comment and thank us for our work and say 
they do smaller litter picks or would do the same.

It wasn't until I became aware of the litter in the streets, lanes and paths that 
surround us, that is when I noticed how bad the litter issue is further afield. I cycle in 
and around Devon, and have become very aware of how bad the verges and 
hedges are. When you are in a car you don't see the detail, who will pick this litter 
up and then it occurs to you that if no one does it will be years before it degrades 
which in turn pollutes and harms wildlife.

After seeing some recent posts on Facebook community groups and Mrs Layzell's 
in the paper, I thought now would be a good time to start the group. A post on the 
community page to gauge interest was followed by an overwhelming response from 
many residents showing support. The same weekend I started the Honiton Litter 
Pickers group and was inundated with messages of support from residents and 
businesses.

Some issues still need ironing out such as litter collection, insurance, working on 
busier roads but these are easy and all in hand. As an electrical engineer, problems 
are a daily occurrence, dealing with problems is logical and a part of my daily life. 
The hard part is picking the litter and making it easy for the group to dispose of. We 
need more members too, we have a strong group but more members will reduce 
the workload and allow the group to enjoy the town.

My goal would be to recycle 90% of all of the litter collected and only send the 
absolutely necessary bits to landfill or incineration. This requires a circular economy 
which exists and is getting better, but it is still very hard to access everywhere for all 
types of waste.

The last objective is to find reliable sources to sell the litter to; the revenue can be 
used to give back to the community and to the charities here. How great would it be 
to see HLP support the town's youth clubs or sport initiatives, plant flowers and 
trees - all with the discarded waste we have collected.

I need to thank all the members of the group, our sponsors Trip Community 
Transport, RKL Hardware, Toolstation, The Lions Club and Combe Estates. Without 
the support of the group and these businesses I wouldn't have been able to start 
the group, or kit the group out with the equipment they need.

by Pete Coster

Over the period of lockdown more and more of us have been walking the streets and footpaths and become conscious of 
the amount of litter accumulating. Pete Coster decided to do something about it and with his team of dedicated litter 

pickers has made a real difference. Here is his story.

Photos courtesy of  Millie Hanson & her Dunkeswell 
Litter Pickers, Pat Arnold, Rob Waldron and Clare 

Lees



DEVON FREEWHEELERS
Adapting its service 
amid the Covid-19 
pandemic to meet the 
needs of the 
community is how the 
Devon Freewheelers 
has stepped up its help 
since March 2020.

While the charity?s 
revenue continues to 

be hit as scores of fundraising events have been cancelled 
because of Covid-19 restrictions, the service has gone the 
extra mile whenever needed.

Nick Newby, Devon Freewheelers Operations Manager, 
based at the charity?s Honiton headquarters, said the 
Coronavirus had brought a host of fresh challenges to the 
volunteers since the start of the pandemic. ?Securing PPE 
was hard at the beginning as everyone was trying to 
protect their own staff. All our volunteers have to wear 
PPE when entering any site.

?We have doubled the number of bags we carry in the 
vehicles to ensure we keep lab deliveries of Covid and 
other samples completely separate. And surfaces of our 
cars are thoroughly wiped down before and after each 
use.?

Zoom talks have replaced volunteer Blood Biker visits to 
groups and organisations keen to learn of the charity?s 
work, and donate.

?We have seen a drop in charity donations because we 

have been unable to take part in any fundraising 
activities,? said Mr Newby. ?This was especially noticeable 
over the festive period.?

In recent months the charity?s volunteers have been 
transporting samples collected from across Devon for the 
global BRACE Trial to determine if the BCG vaccine might 
help protect against COVID-19. Research in the UK is led 
by the University of Exeter.

Devon Freewheelers Emergency Voluntary Service (EVS) 
volunteers collect BRACE Trial samples from multiple 
locations in the county, transporting them for testing by the 
University of Exeter?s research team.

When the Covid-19 testing centre opened at Exeter's 
Sandy Park in April 2020 the service was run by Devon 
Freewheelers volunteers on behalf of the RD&E Hospital ? 
swabbing patients and NHS staff, and transporting 
samples to the testing laboratory.

And at the first lockdown in March 2020, the Devon 
Freewheelers launched a doorstep prescription delivery 
service for those told to shield from Covid-19 ? help which 
continues to operate almost a year on for those with the 
Government shielding letter."

In addition to the extra support offered by the Devon 
Freewheelers amid the pandemic, volunteer riders, 
drivers, and call handlers have continued with the charity?s 
round-the-clock, day-to-day service.

To book a Zoom talk, call the Devon Freewheelers 
office on 0300 800 0105.



HONITON PRIMARY SCHOOL'S FOOD PROJECT
After many emails, Zoom meetings and a great deal of willpower, a huge delivery of food 
and basic supplies arrived to be unloaded at Honiton Primary School, with the plan to 
make 160 large food hampers to donate to local families in need.

The goods arrived on a lorry, kindly donated by Jewson?s the builders, to be craned over 
and unloaded by the kindly Tesco staff and eager teachers, who had been involved from 
the start. 

The £4000 worth of goods had been paid for, via a successful grant bid, secured by 
Headteacher Christopher Tribble. The grant was donated by Devon Community 
Foundation as part of their Community Food Programme .This followed on from a similar, 
but smaller, bid success at Christmas time, allowing for a much merrier season?s greeting 

in local households. At that point a £500 grant had been secured to provide 10 hampers for those in need. This had 
laid a strong foundation for the mammoth operation to follow!

Bright the next morning, the children of Year 6 all descended to orderly stack, pack and rack the goods from their 
given lists, into 160 identical hamper baskets, marshalled by their teachers, Mr Tribble and by Deputy Headteacher, 
Mrs Sarah Nicholas, who had been instrumental in pulling the operation together. The children worked carefully and 
diligently, buoyed along with a good feeling of giving back to their own community.

Headteacher Christopher Tribble stated ?It?s so pleasing to see the children making a difference in their own 
community; families need kind words and sympathy but what makes the difference is action, such as this!?

He added ?We are trying to give the children real life experiences as part of a ?real? education ? I just couldn?t be more 
proud of them and everyone involved ? they are going to make a real difference to a lot of people?s lives.?

Year 6 pupil, Josh Lane said? I feel really proud to be helping the people here in Honiton and it made me think that 
maybe I should be even more grateful for what I have.?

Speaking on behalf of Tesco in Honiton, Community Manager Duncan Sheridan-Shaw said, "It gives us a huge 
amount of pride and pleasure to be able to have supported Mr Tribble, the faculty and the simply amazing students at 
the Primary School. These amazing young people really seem to have embraced the concept and spirit of giving 
back and digging deep to help others.

The community spirit that this project has generated is precisely what we at Tesco are always looking to develop and 
promote, Honiton is a simply amazing place to live and work and we are always keen to get involved with.

Ian, Mark, Justin and I were absolutely bowled over by the level of energy the year 6 students displayed when 
buzzing about putting trays together and working so well as a team - we can always spot a budding future retailer 
and when the restrictions allow we look to extend an invitation to the year 6 students to have a tour of our store and 
see how things work behind the scenes"

Does your school have a story to tell? 

Help us to celebrate the amazing young people of our 
community. 

Contact us on honitonvillagenews@gmail.com



 

With the third sector relying even more on money from companies during the pandemic due 
to fundraising restrictions, two local charities in Honiton have benefited from over £4,000 
donated by Baker Estates.

The award winning South West housebuilder has handed over a cheque for £1,500 to 
Hospiscare and £2,600 to Honiton Admiral Nurse.

In total, Baker Estates has handed out a total of £9,000 over the last year to the two 
charities, donating money every time it sells a home at its popular Hayne Farm 

development near Gittisham.

Ian Baker, Managing Director at Baker Estates, said: ?We are proud to support these very important and well-regarded 
local charities. As a community focused housebuilder, we like to find ways of contributing to local charities, who are reliant 
on donations and work so hard to raise funding. We know just how important it is to keep our pledge during these times.?

Andrew Randall Chief Executive Officer, Hospiscare said: ?We are incredibly grateful to Baker Estates for continuing to 
support us in this way. It?s been an incredibly tough time for all charities and we are depending on this type of support 
more than ever as we are facing a £1m+ deficit this year due to the impact of Covid-19 on our income streams.

?On behalf of Hospiscare, I would like to say a huge thank 
you to Ian Baker and the team for this generous support and 
we are really looking forward to continuing to work with 
them.The donations will help many people in the local area 
who are living with a terminal illness and those close to 
them.?

Heather Penwarden, Chairman of Honiton Admiral Nurse, 
added: ?Fundraising for all charities is extremely 
compromised at the moment so for the past two years we 
have been so very grateful to have Baker Estates as regular 
donors to help us keep our specialist nurse in post.  Every 
donation is valuable to us and it is with huge delight that we 
receive this donation of £2,600.  We also pass on our thanks 
for all the support Baker Estates give to this community.?

LOCAL CHARITIES WELCOME DONATIONS FROM BAKER ESTATES



HONITON MARKET & CHARTER DAY
by Martin Long

Honiton?s wide High Street, or Fore Street as the middle section was once known, used to be the site of livestock sales, 
from pens set up in the street, horses at one end of the street, cattle and sheep at the other.

The livestock market moved to specialist premises at the other end of Silver Street in 1910. The new cattle market was 
paid for by the Lord of the Manor, Mr. Marker. The Town Council recently discussed nominating the site to be added to the 
list of Assets of Community Value which is held by East Devon District Council. This follows a proposal to redevelop the 
site for housing.

There remains, however, a flourishing weekly street market, which Honiton can confidently trace back to at least 1257. 
The market was originally held on a Sunday, although it later switched to Saturdays. There are now markets on Tuesday 
and Thursday as well as Saturday.

The market was established when King Henry III granted the town a royal charter in 1257. It continues to be operated 
under the charter, which is currently held by the Town Council on a 250-year lease from the Lord of the Manor.

For centuries, Honiton market was primarily for the sale of livestock and farm produce, including poultry, cheese and corn. 
At its height, it was one of the busiest and most well-known markets in the country.  So famous in fact that it has even 
been mentioned in popular literature. For example, in the story of ?Reuben Apsley?, the novelist Horace Smith's character 
Lady Crockatt was described as so refined she would ?buy no fish except out of Honiton market.?

A description of the market in 1907 shows that it included butchers selling their wares from ?hooded stalls?, greengrocers 
who ?make artistic displays of the season?s delicacies? and seed merchants who ?label their neat packages with showily 
depicted illustrations.? There was also a fish market, with fresh produce from the fishing boats at nearby Beer.

Ever since the 750th anniversary in 2007, the town has organised a celebration of the market and its charter with a street 
fair, appropriately enough called Charter Day. The idea was conceived by Margaret Lewis, curator of Allhallows Museum, 
and Terry Farebrother, then the market manager. They secured a £10,000 lottery grant and, by popular request, Charter 
Day has been held annually ever since, except for 2020 when it had to be cancelled due to the pandemic.

In the town centre, charitable organisations run a series of market stalls to sell goods in aid of their organisations. 
Musicians provide a range of entertainment. There are displays and further stalls on Allhallows Field.

Following the Government?s announcement of a roadmap for the relaxation of restrictions, the team planning this annual 
event is committed to putting together a successful event in the town on Saturday 31st July. 

This year Charter Day will also be commemorating the 800th anniversary of the granting of a royal charter for Honiton's 
annual fair, which was issued by Henry III in 1221.Originally it is thought that the fair took place at Whitsun, but eventually 
it was moved to the middle of July. It is celebrated every year in the famous Hot Pennies ceremony.

Chairman of the organisers of Charter Day, Terry Darrant said: ?We as a committee had been planning for several years 
for a big blow out in 2021, to go hand in hand with the 800th Hot Pennies celebrations.

?Last year we sadly had to cancel, and as a result we couldn't provide the support to all the local charities who use the 
day to promote themselves and raise funds. So we are happy to be able to offer free charity stall pitches this year.

?The Government's roadmap has come a bit late in the day for us to be where we'd like to be by now, but we are all really 
hopeful we can put on a day that everyone will enjoy this summer, after a year of lockdowns and restrictions.?

Full details of Charter Day 2021 will be announced in the weeks to come.

Market Day, Postcard 1912 Charter Day 2007, photograph courtesy of Allhallows Museum





A GARDEN FOR EVERY SEASON
Everyone with any sense wants a 
gorgeous garden. For those of us 
who are busy, not too 
knowledgeable about plants or not 
able to put in long hours of 
gardening, a relatively low 
maintenance garden is best. But 
low maintenance does not have to 
mean boring! Low maintenance 

gardens can also be stylish and dramatic and provide us 
with just enough work that we feel that sense of 
achievement that comes from working with plants. 
Unfortunately, low maintenance planting plans are often 
filled with bog standard, evergreen shrubs that do very 
little to delight the senses.

The trick is to mix enough interesting evergreen shrubs 
with herbaceous perennials to create a garden that 
changes and blooms throughout the year, needs almost 
nothing doing to it in our horrible British winters, but is at 
its best is spring and summer when we are outside more 
and can enjoy it fully.

This planting plan can be used for beds or borders and will 
give you foliage and flowers in purple, pink, white, silver 
and black. The backbone of the scheme is the mainly 
evergreen shrubs, interspersed with floriferous deciduous 
shrubs and tall perennials that will grow up to add height 
and extend the flowering period.

1.Ophiopogon nigra ? low growing, evergreen grass with 
black leaves that will set off the edge of the bed.

2.Nepeta mussinii ? low growing and tidy-ish herbaceous 
perennial that flowers all summer and makes a good bed 
edge plant and will attract bees.

3.Lavandula ? silver foliage that contrasts with the darker 
colour in the bed and spray of purple flowers in summer

4.Hebe Pascal ? delicious dark purple evergreen leaves 

and mauve 
flowers that fade 
to white in 
summer

5.Loropetalum ? 
a beautiful shrub 
that has a lovely 
layered habit and 
is a slow grower. 
Choose L. ?Fire 
Dance? if you 
want bright 
magenta pink 
flowers or L. 
?Ruby Showers? if you prefer more subtle white flowers.

6.Erysimum ?Bowles Mauve? ? this perennial is evergreen 
and bears mauve flowers from spring until frosts.

7.Deutzia gracilis ? slender and upright with white flowers 
through spring and summer.

8.Philadelphus ? easy to grow, upright deciduous shrub 
with highly scented flowers in spring.

9.Olearia macrodonta ? a practically bomb proof shrub 
with sliver grey leaves and a profucsion of white daisy like 
flowers in summer.

10.Magnolia stellata ? slow growing but early flowering 
with large white flowers.

11.Syringa vulgaris ? pick a purple or mauve lilac, the 
scented flowers in spring are divine.

12.Alcea nigra ? nothing beats a black hollyhock for height 
and drama, plant at the back for summer flowers

13.Verbena bonariensis ? plant these towards the back 
and between the taller shrubs, they will get tall but not 
thick, and attract butterflies with their long-lasting 
purple/mauve flowers.

by Andrea Rye, Combe Garden Centre



INTRODUCING - IN MY BACK YARD 
Shop local, with delicious and healthy groceries now 

available online and via telephone
Have you heard the buzz about In My Back Yard? They are an East Devon, local food 

producer co-operative with an online shop bursting with great local produce.

Launched as an emergency response to the Coronavirus pandemic in April last year, In 
My Back Yard (IMBY) has been steadily growing and supplying more households with a 
wide range of ethical and naturally-grown/organic produce, including: vegetables and 
salad, fish, herbs, meat, eggs, dairy, honey, sourdough bread, flour, pulses, nuts, 
beverages, charcoal and much more.

Goods can be ordered online or via telephone from 10am on Saturday until 10pm on Wednesday, with home deliveries or 
collection pick-ups taking place on Friday afternoons. Honiton and surrounding villages already benefit from IMBY?s home 
delivery service, and the team is looking for a collection point on or near the High Street.

Created by a group of independent and small-scale farmers, producers and community members, In My Back Yard aims 
to re-build a healthy, nourishing and community-centred food system. The team aims to source as much produce as it 
can from within 30 miles of its Branscombe hub. When we buy local food direct from the producer our money stays in the 
area. Your orders with IMBY directly enrich the South West's soils and land as well as those families, farmers and 
producers who enhance the biodiversity of their patch and take great care of their animals and/or the ingredients they 
source.

Award-winning cook, food writer, grower and photographer Mark Diacono, who lives in Sidmouth, was full of praise for In 
My Back Yard and its ethos. He said: ?We love In My Back Yard and wouldn?t want to be without it. It?s essentially a 
local, ethical supermarket that not only offers incredible food - the most delicious eggs, chicken and salad I?ve 
ever eaten - it was created from the ground up.?

Find out all of the details on our website www.inmybackyard.co or call 01297 680680.

 IMBY are open for orders from 10am Saturdays - 10pm Wednesdays. 

You can also find them on Facebook and Instagram @inmybackyardco



EVENTS TO LOOK FORWARD TO THIS SUMMER - HOPEFULLY
Honiton Hot Pennies 27th July

The Hot Pennies 
committee has announced 
that it is hoping to hold the 
event on July 27, subject 
to Government and other 
regulations in place at the 
time.

This year marks the 800th 
anniversary of Honiton Hot 
Pennies, which dates back 
to when the town was 
granted a Royal Charter in 
the 13th Century for its 

fair.

The committee is keen to do all it can to ensure the tradition 
of Hot Pennies can take place in 2021, having had to cancel 
2020. ?We are making plans to hold the event this year, as it 
is an important milestone for the town being 800 years since 
the tradition began." said Town Crier Dave Retter.

The quirky and popular ceremony sees pubs and businesses 
on the High Street tossing warmed pennies from upstairs 
windows so that the people gathered below can pick them up 
off the street.

Historically wealthy townsfolk who occupied the High Street 
buildings would heat up coins before flinging them onto the 
street below, watching with great amusement as the lowly 
peasants scrambled around to retrieve them and in doing so 
burned their fingers. Nowadays of course, everybody just has 
a great time.

Dalwood Country Fair 21st August
If all goes well and the road map out of Lockdown andrestrictions mean we can gather safely after June 21st, Dalwood 

Fair Committee (DFC) is planning the Fair on August 21st 2021

The theme of the Fair this year will be : Celebrating Local Life

If you have any country craft skills or know of someone who does, please get in touch. We hope to have craft 
demonstrations, craft stalls,alongside village stalls, a Produce Tent, fun and games.

The main draw and refreshments will be on the main Field and in the Pavilion and Jubilee Field.

To celebrate our Covid-19 heroes during the pandemic the Fancy dress theme will be: Lockdown Heroes

If you would like to book a stall for Fair Day please contact: Kathy Boyes-Lee:kathy.boyeslee@icloud.com

We need volunteers to help before, during, on Fair day, and after to help clear and pack up. Interested?

With the main Field:Fair Day 21st August or before to set up and after to clear up contact Brian Eddy Field manager Tel 
01404 831009

With catering on the Main Field :contact Shelagh Fearnley bsfearnley@icloud.com

With catering in the Pavilion - cakes scones, sausage rolls,sandwiches:contact Shelagh Fearnley email 
bsfearnley@icloud.com

With village stalls:contact Kathy Laing Tel 01404 881601

Donate a raffle prize:contact George Marshall Tel 01404 881442

Make a cake for the cake stall:contact Helene Bradley Tel 07801240064

Enter the ?Produce Tent competition? in the Village Show Tent : contact Chris Eddy 01404 831009 or Helen Howarth 
h_amazon@hotmail.com

YOUR Fair needs YOU.

The Lions Classic Car Show 31st 
July

The Lions Club Classic Car Show is back in July. It will 
be on Saturday 31st of July at Allhallows field in the 
centre of Honiton, running from 10am to 4pm weather 
permitting.

 Entry details can be obtained from Lion Kevin Linsdell 
on 01404 42464 or Lion Nigel Cray on 01404 43042.

Honiton Market Charter Day committee is this year 
arranging the set up on the field so give them a call if 
you would like a space for your stall.



Honiton Show 5th-6th August
The Honiton & District Agricultural Association is celebrating its 130th year and is pleased to announce that this year?s 
show will be held over two days on Thursday 5th and Frida, 6th August.This is to facilitate a safe return during the 
ongoing Covid Pandemic. Following the Government?s Roadmap our 
organising committee is actively making preparations and plans to 
welcome you all for a celebration of rural life. During our decision 
making the safety and well-being of our community, exhibitors, stewards 
and visitors has been of greatest importance.The Show will be a Covid 
compliant event and will only go ahead if it is safe to do so and will 
adhere to all Government and Local Authority regulations applicable at 
the commencement of show.

The Main Ring will be buzzing with the fantastic Jason Smyth and his 
Adrenaline Tour and the amazing Rockwood Dog Display team. 
Viperaerobatics will have everyone looking to the skies whilst they 

perform two phenomenal flying displays in a 
beautiful iconic Pitts S2B Biplane.

The lower field incorporates all that is 
countryside with hurdle making, thatching 
and Cob Block demonstrations, ferret 
racing, a blacksmiths guild, a trip down 
memory lane with 100 Vintage Tractors and 
The West of England Hound Show. We have entertainment in abundance for children with 
Professor Twistopher?s Punch and Judy, or maybe you?ll meet our animated friend; Sheridan 
the Sheepdog!

With over 400 trade stands there really is something of interest for all. We are delighted to introduce our new Village 
Green with fabulous food and entertainment.

For further details on the show, schedules or details on becoming a member of the Association and enjoying all 
the benefits please contact the secretary on 01404 41794 follow us on twitter @honitonshow1890 or visit ? 

www.honitonshow.co.uk

 
EVENTS TO LOOK FORWARD TO THIS SUMMER - HOPEFULLY

Charter Day 31st July
Following the Government?s 

announcement of a roadmap for the 
relaxation of restrictions, the team 

planning this annual event is committed to 
putting together a successful event in the 

town on Saturday 31st July.

Full details of Charter Day 2021 will be 
announced in the weeks to come.

Late Spring Bank Holiday 

Craft Market  29th-31st May
Bookings are now 
being taken for this 
market to be held in 

the grounds of Honiton 
Family Church . 

The stalls will be 
housed in European 
style market huts.

Please message the Honiton 
Forward Facebook page or email  

membership@honitonforward.uk for 
booking details

Honiton Garden Club

Plant Sale

Saturday 8th May
After a year's absence due to 
Covid restrictions, this popular 
morning plant sale will be back 
outside St Paul's Church this 
year.

All plants are grown by 
members of this local club and 
sold at very reasonable prices 
to raise funds for the club to 
maintain the town garden at the 
front of the church. 

As things begin to open up, don't forget to let us know your 
plans for events.

Contact us at honitonvillagenews@gmail.com



THE STORY OF THE HONITON POST BUS

The Honiton Post Bus was the first Post Bus in England 
and was set up to become part of the local landscape. For 
thirty years it was a lifeline in East Devon as well as being 
a local tourist attraction and part of Honiton's history.

The Honiton Post Bus book is written by local sage Max 
Pipe with the assistance of Graham Charleton. Lindy 
Pridmore has very kindly supplied a wealth of historical 
facts, photographs and newspaper cuttings

Max's unique style takes us into the countryside with him 
and we join him on a very special ride around the local 
area; not only do we enjoy the ride but we are given a very 
interesting history lesson as we travel..

The bus featured in many articles in the UK and details 
were sent to 800 foreign media agents which led to 

various newspaper features in Europe.

One journalist from the "Magasinet", the largest 
newspaper in Norway, described the afternoon route as 
"the sort of route a kidnapper would take to confuse his 
victim, with information, laughter and a cup of tea thrown 
in."

Covering many years of the Bus and pictures of the 
various makes, together with the past managers and 
drivers, together with translations of the foreign newspaper 
articles it makes a very interesting read indeed

Size A5, 40 pages plus cover. printed in full colour 
throughout, it is available now in a limited edition

Why not spend a while with Max and his memories?



HOW TO STOP YOUR DOG BEING STOLEN
by Jude Davidson

Jude Davidson is an award winning dog walker and cat sitter who also loves writing dog blogs. She lives 
in Honiton with her cat Lunar and her dog Elsa and is the owner of Park Life Honiton which she started 5 
years ago. 

Jude has honed her walks into activities-based wilderness trails, designed for gun dogs to improve their 
focus, socialisation, general health and happiness in the beautiful Blackdown Hills. She provides top tip 
videos, lovely photography, stories and information to her customers so they can be part of the fun too.

To join the Park Life Wilderness Club or for more information

07427500766 or parklifehoniton@gmail.com

With puppy prices going through the roof during lockdown 
it means our hounds are a valuable  commodity. The 
supply and demand for dogs is massive, which naturally 
attracts criminals.

The  RSPCA said the average price for a KC registered 
puppy in 2019 was around £800, today they are £2500 - 
£3000! This is easy money for some and holds less risk 
than drug dealing. With rescue centres having a high turn 
over as well, well meaning potential owners are even  
finding it difficult to adopt. This is great! because it means 
dogs aren?t stuck in kennels for  long periods of time but it 

does mean a lot of people look elsewhere. Dogs get stolen 
for a few reasons, the main ones being breed specific 
supply and demand,  breeding and, very sadly, dog 
fighting. When your dog goes missing you won?t know 
which one so  being prepared and putting some measures 
in place could mean all the difference in warding off those 
bottom wipes who want to steal your precious dog.

10 tips to prevent dog theft 
1.  Get your dog neutered, if your dog is stolen it is likely to 
disappear into a puppy breeding farm  with horrible 
conditions whereas if they can?t breed from them they are 
more likely to be sold  on to a home where they will get 
checked for microchips by a vet eventually or dumped.

2.  Make sure your garden is secure with gates locked and 
'cctv in operation' signs up - failing that,  get cctv which will 
totally discourage dog theft. 52% of dogs are stolen from 
gardens.

3. Don?t post cute puppy photos on social media to the 
public, select friends only with puppy  pictures. A lot of 
puppies are spotted on social media this way.

4. Make sure your microchip and collar tag details are up 
to date so if they do get found it is easier to get them back 
to you.

5. Don?t leave your dog tied up outside of a shop or in the 
car.

6. Make sure your dog's recall skills are brilliant and train 
them to avoid strangers. If you have a  people friendly dog 
ask the people they approach to ignore the dog and not to 
encourage  them.

7. Check for strange marks or signs on your house. Some 
thieves will mark a house before stealing  with a bit of 
string on the gate, perhaps a cable tie or a mark of chalk.

8. Don?t trust anyone without checking credentials, 
reviews, I.D. or references when choosing a  new dog 
service or if they say they are from the RSPCA. 

9. If you are approached on a walk don?t get too friendly if 
you have suspicions. Just walk away. If  you are that 
worried get a rape alarm but bear in mind it may frighten 
your dog so teach them to be used to it. 

10. Beware of unmarked vans patrolling your 
neighbourhood that look suspicious. Alert your  neighbours 
and the police if you think anything is unusual. FB has 
been great at alerting public to the risk



WHAT HAVE WE BEEN UP TO AT OUR RESERVES DURING LOCKDOWN?

Will Jones is the Engagement & Participation Officer for Wild East Devon, who manage ten nature 
reserves across the district from Axminster to Exmouth including the award-winning Seaton 
Wetlands. They operate a thriving outdoor learning service and deliver great public events for all 
ages. The team deliver practical habitat management, provide a range of volunteering 
opportunities, deliver an inspiring educational service to schools and community groups as well as 
a programme of outdoor events to bring families closer to nature.

by Will Jones

While we?ve not been able to complete our usual programme of works, the staff team have been busy trying to keep up 
with the essential work around our nature reserves, all pitching in to help fill the immense void temporarily left by losing 
our volunteering power in this lockdown. Below is some of the work we?ve been able to safely carry out during the last 
few months.

Work continues at Knapp Copse near Honiton to clear the orchard and get it ready for regeneration. The exciting news at 
Knapp Copse is that Ranger Jon is currently coordinating contractors to work on new tiered ponds on the south bank of 
the valley, and also a new stretch (extension) of boardwalk over the boggy ground near there. The East Devon Way has 
been resurfaced at the bottom of the hill, which is a great improvement.

Things are going from strength to strength at Honiton Bottom, 15 new native fruit trees were planted in the community 
orchard in late February thanks to Jon?s fantastic partnership work with Perriehale Nursery. The drainage ditch from the 
reserve has finally been cleared out and the contractors have also widened and deepened where we started, leading to a 
slightly unintentional new pond, protected by a new dead hedge built by Jon.

We have also been keeping ourselves busy in other parts of East Devon.

At Holyford Woods we?ve been doing some tree safety works including glade clearing and path widening. We?ve got a big 
job on with all the dangerous ash in that reserve at the moment but Rangers Jon and James are doing great work with 
contractors to ensure the woods are as safe as possible.

We?ve spent a lot of time over the last couple of months at Trinity Hill near Axminster continuing with the great work that 
volunteers started clearing the non-native, invasive plants to encourage heathland regeneration in the years to come. 
We?ve made good progress with the west hill, with perhaps one more session needed this winter to tidy up some smaller 
piles and stumps.

At Seaton Wetlands we broke through the ice in the cold snap last month to repair the island on Black Hole Marsh. We 
surfaced with gravel and ballast and reinforced the edges with new planks of wood, ferrying all materials across the 
marsh via boat. Plenty of ditch work has happened near the Stafford Brook, and new chicken wire has decreased the risk 
of slips at the Lookout. Boardwalks continue to be replaced across the reserve, including one major slip near the Reed 
Base. The hedge along the path near Black Hole Marsh has had a haircut, while Ranger Dave has recently sourced 
plenty of reeds for the re-thatching job of the shelter at Stafford Marsh ? a great job for the volunteer group when we 
restart.

In Exmouth, we?ve continued with the new path surfacing that was started by volunteers at Hillcrest and we?ve also been 
out tree planting with Rangers from the National Trust at Lower Halsdon Farm. Around 25 new orchard trees were 
planted last week using starch tree guards.

We are due to welcome our volunteers back safely and in a Covid-controlled way in mid-April.

 If you?re interested in joining the team to contribute to wildlife conservation work such as the above, or indeed 
any of our public-facing work, please register your interest on our application form found on our website at 

wildeastdevon.co.uk



OUT AND ABOUT THIS MONTH

The Network Rail testing train. known 
by its nickname of the Flying Banana 
provided an unusual sight as it passed 
through Honiton Station. The converted 
High Speed Train is packed full of 
technology to check the condition of 
track and inspect rail infrastructure and 
is part of an extensive fleet keeping our 
railways safe.

W A N T ED  U RGEN T LY
Working scooters 

Wheelchairs (manual or electric)

&  walkers with seats

 for

 T he Joe Gilson M obility Scheme

 Please phone 01404 43341

Over the past months the team from 
Wales & West Utilities has been busy 
upgrading gas pipes in the Littletown  
Road, Rosemount Lane area. The work 
provided an interesting obstacle course 
for those out on their daily exercise and 
fascinating viewing for those of us stuck 
at home. Part of a programme to 
upgrade the gas network across the 
South West, the ever helpful team 
worked to make the disruption as little 
as possible.



HONITON CHAMBER APPEALS FOR FAIRTRADE NEWS
The Chamber is actively supporting the movement to make Honiton a Fairtrade Town, a 
lot more can be read on the front page of our website 
https://www.honitonchamber.com

We are asking all our members to let us know, either in retail or other businesses, if they 
regularly use or supply four or more Fairtrade products which bear the logo as below. 

If you don't at present, please consider joining other businesses and communities in Honiton by sourcing some of your 
retail goods or regularly used supplies bearing this logo. We aim to qualify Honiton as a Fairtrade Town and join the other 
14 towns in Devon who have already qualified and represent a majority of the well known tourist towns. For those not in 
retail it can be as easy as sourcing tea, coffee, sugar etc.

We will be visiting all commercial premises when we open; however we would appreciate hearing from anyone who thinks 
they already qualify or need clarification.

Honiton & District Chamber of Commerce and Industry

The Beehive

Dowell Street

Honiton EX14 1LZ

email : honitonchamber@gmail.com  Tel: 07754 211595

Fairtrade is about better prices, decent working conditions, local sustainability, and fair terms of trade for 
farmers and workers in the developing world.

By requiring companies to pay sustainable prices (which must never fall lower than the market price), 
Fairtrade tackles the injustices of conventional trade, which traditionally discriminates against the most 

vulnerable. It enables them to improve their position and have more control over their lives. 

(source www.fairtrade.org.uk)



Awliscombe - The Honiton Inn

Broadhembury - Post Office and Store

Buckerell - Splatthayes

Churchinford - The York

Combe Raleigh - Church of St Nicholas

Dalwood - Community Shop

Dunkeswell - Highfield Stores - Highfield Garage - 
Dunkeswell Airfield Heritage Centre - Connetts Farm

Feniton -Spar Shop - Envious Creative Hair - Feniton 
Hair Stylists

Gittisham - Bus Stop - Combe Farm Shop - Combe 
Garden Centre

Honiton New Street - The Paper Shop - House of 
Hair - The Dental Surgery ? Honiton Library ? TRIP - 
Porkies

Honiton Heathpark Industrial Estate - Army 
Surplus Depot

Honiton Lace Walk - Co-op - Carol Gilson's Stall 

Honiton High Street - Stitched-up! -Coffee #1 - Little 
Shop of Seasons - Alan Rowe  - St Paul's Church - 
Allhallows Museum - Wine World - RKL -Pearl Nails - 
Shades - Lacemaker's Cafe - Park Life - East Devon 
Chiropractic

Honiton - Tesco Stores - The Beehive - Thelma 
Hulbert Gallery - Hillside Garage - Honiton Town 
Council

Northleigh - distributed

Offwell - Windmill Garage

Upottery - Village Hall - The Sidmouth Arms

Payhembury - Community Shop

Plymtree - Community Shop

Smeatharpe - Highlands

Stockland- King's Arms - Telephone Box

Talaton - Community Shop

Upottery - Sidmouth Arms

Weston - Heron Farm Shop

Yarcombe- Village Hall

(Please check outlets are open in these uncertain times)

CROSSWORD SOLUTION

STOCKISTS OF HONITON & VILLAGE NEWS

Across

1. Beryl

4. Jacobstowe

7. Parliament

9. Yes Tor

11. Hoe

14. Grecians

16. Dumnonia

17. Forty

19. Five

20. Lace

22. Sue Barker

23. Tin

24. Cook

25. Drogo

28. Aethelstan

29. Gytha

31. Pixie

34. Prawle

36. Gin

37. Ley

38. Cheeses

44. A La Ronde

45. Lundy

46. Bear

47. Greenway

48. Dimpsy

Down

1. Branscombe

2. Leat

3. Cat

4. Jays Grave

5. Exe

6. Newcomen

8. Lynmouth

10. Roadford

12. Countisbury

13. Buckfastleigh

15. Chagford

16. Dartmouth

18. Yealm

21. Scorhill

26. Berry Head

27. Dashel

30. Map

31. Primrose

32. Green

33. Red Ruby

35. Astor

39. Radon

40. Four

41. Pasty

42. Tavy

43. Road

AND FINALLY ...

Last but very much not 
least, we would like to take 
this opportunity to thank 
everyone who has been 
involved locally with the 

vaccine roll out.

Your hard work and 
dedication means our 

community should be a 
safer environment for us all 

to be able to get back to 
what we love doing.

THANK YOU
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