
HONITON
& VILLAGE NEWS

        

AUGUST 2021
FREE

The magazine by the community
 for the community



 





Honiton & Village News is published by Honiton & East Devon Communities Voice CIC

Registered office: 25 Woodhilll View, Honiton EX14 2GQ.  Company number 11725802

The layout, format, design and all other aspects of this magazine are an original idea and therefore copyright of the publisher. No part of this may be 
reproduced in whole or in part without prior permission in writing. Whilst every care is taken in compiling the contents of this magazine, the Honiton & 

East Devon Communities Voice CIC assumes no responsibility for mistakes and omissions. The views of our contributors are not necessarily the views 
of the publisher. 

© Printed in England by CRW Print  07768 730024

honitonvillagenews@gmail.com
www.honitonvillagenews.co.uk

Honiton & Village News is a monthly magazine produced free of charge for the people of Honiton and surrounding villages by a team of volunteers:

Vernon Whitlock, Colin Wright, Chris Doran, Lyn Hargood, Jennie Sleeman, Rosie Dale, Charles Pegman, Mel Cook, David Hayler,

Cover photograph and of Dave Retter (Town Crier) at Hot Pennies by Vernon Whitlock

I am writing this in 30 degree heat in July and I think summer may finally be here.

It certainly looks from the stories this month as if you've all been busy though, whether the 
sun has been beating down or the rain pouring down.  Such a range of stories to keep you 
entertained - and information to keep you busy.

Cycling seems to be one of the themes this month with Gertie entertaining us with her tales 
of her electric bike - maybe it's time for you to dust your cycle clips off and get out there to 
raise money for Hospiscare as part of its Tour de Devon!

The second theme that caught my eye was the moving memories of wars past but not 
forgotten - from the anniversary of the Honiton war memorial to the Trafalgar-related medal 
being sold at auction shortly. 

Of course this magazine this month again celebrates the wide open spaces that we call 
home - from Miranda's and Vernon's tales from their gardens to another wonderful walk by 
Chris to exciting discoveries in our Nature Reserves reported by Will to Jude's useful tips 
when walking your dog to enjoying our coastline with Kate. Just take Andrea's advice and be 
careful what you touch out there!

But overall the stories are about you - our amazing community. Stories of fundraising, local 
clubs and organisations, new businesses - and plenty of things to do this summer. 

We seem to have it all covered this month - there's even a wordsearch kindly provided by 
Margaret to occupy all that time sitting down and enjoying the summer.



It was about ten years ago that Valentine and Roderick Butler came up 
with their idea.Their garden at Marwood House was producing lots of 
self-seeding saplings, and spring flowers such as bluebells and primroses 
were rapidly spreading. Many of these ended up on their compost heap.

This all seemed very wasteful, so Valentine and Roderick set up a table 
at the entrance to their courtyard on which they placed any spare plants 
taken from their garden.The idea was that passers-by could stop and pick 
up plants to fill gaps in their own gardens. Recipients of the plants would 
donate whatever they could afford and all takings would go to a chosen 
charity.

The first charity to benefit was RNLI, followed by local charities 
Hospiscare, Devon Air Ambulance Trust, Honiton Lions Club and Honiton 
Admiral Nurse. The current beneficiary is Honiton Dementia Action 
Alliance.

These days the charity table is in place all year round and includes fresh 
vegetables as well as plants. Neighbours often donate spare plant 
cuttings, seedlings and vegetable plants. This has added variety and 
boosted charity funds. Other neighbours donate plastic flowerpots for 
re-use. Anyone wishing to donate plants is asked to label them. Valentine 
and Roderick will gladly supply recycled pots and labels for this purpose.

Valentine and Roderick would like to thank everyone who has helped the 
project to thrive, especially their loyal local supporters and the ?lockdown walkers? who discovered and supported the 
table.

The next time you are passing Marwood House at the eastern end of the High Street, why not look in and see if there is 
anything on the table to fill those gaps in your garden? Or, perhaps, you planted too many seeds and have spare young 
plants to donate. All will be gratefully received!

CHARITY BLOSSOMS AT MARWOOD HOUSE
by Roger Sleeman



100 YEARS OF THE HONITON WAR MEMORIAL

July 14th saw the 100th anniversary of the dedication of the 
Honiton war memorial, and the occasion was marked with a 
special public ceremony attended by the Mayor and Deputy 
Mayor.

Local historian and author Terry Darrant told me that the idea 
for a monument in the form of a cross came from Cyril 
Tweed, a former mayor of Honiton. At a public meeting in 
January 1920, the rector, Rev. Frederick Courtenay, went on 
to suggest that the memorial should be erected in front of St 
Paul?s Church. The idea proved popular and was officially 
adopted less than a month later.

It was agreed that it would be paid for by public subscription 
and that the cost would be at least £1,000. Much of the 
fund-raising was due to the great efforts of the memorial 
committee?s secretary, Harry Carnell.

The dedication ceremony for the War Memorial on July 14th 
1921 was, Terry said, the first public duty performed by the new Mayor Juanita Maxwell Phillips. She said that the 
memorial: ?Would remain a remembrance for all time to our children?s children that we were a people faithful to our word.? 
She was to be Mayor of Honiton on no less than 11 occasions, including when war broke out again in 1939.

The curator of Allhallows Museum, Margaret Lewis, said that although Honiton?s war memorial pays a fitting tribute to 66 
local men who fell during World War One, the list of names tells only part of the story. Research over the past twenty 
years has revealed that there were at least another 77 men from Honiton who fell during the Great War.

Between 2014 and 2018 each one of these 143 Honiton men were remembered during a vigil held on the 100th 
anniversary of their death. Information about each of them can be found in special folders kept in the Museum. Many 
have also been remembered during a series of war graves walks lead by Terry Darrant.

Among those who died was Edgar Dimond, who was the youngest son of Robert Dimond, the local printer and stationer. 
Edgar was involved in Honiton Rugby Club and was described a ?young man of happy and genial disposition, very 
popular with all who knew him.?

Having been a member of the Territorials, Edgar volunteered immediately for active service at the outbreak of war, and 
was sent to India in October 1914. He was later posted to what is now Iraq, where he was fatally wounded in February 
1917. He was 24 years old.

Henry Langelaan enlisted in April 1916. He was shot and badly wounded while serving with the Duke of Cornwall?s Light 
Infantry on the Western Front. Despite initially appearing to make a good recovery, blood poisoning and lockjaw set in and 
he died on August 16th, aged just 21.

William Edwards was the son of a cabinet maker who died when William was only 11. He supported his mother as a 
groom until he enlisted in the Cavalry. He was killed during the 1918 Spring Offensive. He was 27 years old.

As we recall the sacrifice of these and so many other brave men on the 100th anniversary of the dedication of the war 
memorial, Margaret Lewis pointed out that on July 14th 1916 George Hine and Ernest Morris were killed in action on the 
Western Front, and that on July 14th 1918 Robert Mifflin died 
in Pakistan. None of their names are recorded on the 
memorial.

Paul Shaw, Chairman of the Honiton Branch of the Royal 
British Legion, said that Honiton?s War Memorial has come 
not only to: ?Symbolise remembrance of those who paid the 
ultimate price in armed conflicts over the last 100 years; 
something that it was designed for.? But, he said, ?It also 
symbolises community, as it has become a meeting place, an 
icon, and very much the centre of Honiton.?

The ceremony on July 14th ended with the tolling of the 
church bell, to remind those attending of the sacrifice of all 
the local men and women who gave up their lives in two world 
wars, and in other conflicts since.

by Martin Long

Dedication of the Honiton War Memorial, July 14th 
1921. Photograph provided by Terry Darrant





NATURE NOTES

Several people have raised concerns with me over the past few 
weeks about the lack of birds in their gardens. My quick answer is 
?Don?t worry they?re on holiday and will be back later in the year 
when they are hungry?.

The apparent lack of birds in our gardens in August is down to two 
main reasons.  The first reason is that with the end of the breeding 
season birds start to moult and grow fresh new feathers. This 
process can take several weeks and this lack of condition can leave 
the birds vulnerable to predators such as cats and sparrow hawks. 
Because of this they tend to hide away to avoid the predators and 
any unnecessary territory disputes.

The second and main reason why we don?t see birds in our gardens 
is that a lot of them have gone on holiday. They abandon their 
territories after their young have fledged, join up in family and larger 
groups and move out of our towns and villages to find richer 
pickings. Late summer is a time when natural fruits are in 
abundance. Grain, ripe fruit and berries are easily found in the 
countryside and it has to be said that these sources of food prove a 
lot more attractive than the peanuts and fat balls we put on our bird 
tables and feeders.

The farmland around the town and villages provide a rich source of 
spilled grain which is attractive goldfinches, chaffinches and 
greenfinches. Field edges and any patch of waste ground will also 
provide a good crop of weed seeds. Our blackbirds and thrushes are 
away feeding on blackberries and fallen fruit. Our blue tits and great 
tits are high up in the trees feeding on caterpillars and insects and 
as for our sparrows - most of them packed up and moved to the 
countryside weeks ago. So in case you are worried that you?ve lost 
your garden birds rest assured that you will see them again. Take 
this opportunity to clean out your feeders, stock up on bird food and 
get ready because as soon as the autumn frosts appear they will be 
back.

As some compensation for the lack of birds, this month is usually a 
good one for butterflies. I try to keep a good number of plants in the 
garden to appeal to a range of pollinators but by far the favourite of 
butterflies is the buddleia (or butterfly-bush). Buddleia was 
introduced from China in the 1890?s where its natural habitat is the 
rocky scree slopes of the China-Tibet border. Since its introduction, it 
has spread across the whole country - largely assisted by the 
network of railway lines where the rail ballast habitat is similar to its 
wild Tibetan homeland. The plant was initially welcomed by 
conservation groups due its attraction for butterflies but there is an 
increasing awareness that its invasive nature can do more harm 
than good. Its seeds are light and winged and can travel long 
distances on the wind. It can take root in loose masonry and, being 
blown upwards by the wind, can even be found growing on 
chimneys. Once seeded in loose masonry it can push apart 
brickwork, as can be seen in some of the railway bridges in Honiton.

Despite all the problems buddleia is welcome in my garden. At the 
end of the season I cut the plant down to the ground and regrowth is 
always guaranteed the following year to produce a rich nectar 
source for the late summer butterflies.  As an insect and spider 
enthusiast I?ve had mixed feelings about my sparrow families which 
have in the past few months decimated their populations. However 
now they are on holiday I know that they should quickly recover and I 
look forward to the butterflies which will join them to feed on my 
buddleia.

Bye Bye Birds Hello Butterflies

If you have anything "wildlife related"  
you would like to show me or tell me 

about please get in touch at 
honitonvillagenews@gmail.com

by Vernon Whitlock





PLANTS WITH A DARK SIDE
by Andrea Rye, Combe Garden Centre

Life can be unfair for plants with a 
dark side. They may be beautiful, with 
vibrant, showstopping colour and 
scent, deserving nothing less than a 
starring role in the mixed border. But 
as soon as someone says ?its lovely 
but it is poisonous? they are shunned, 
left to languish on the plant benches 

or tree line of your garden centre until someone with less 
knowledge or someone with less pets/children to risk takes 
them home. Some of the most spectacular plants are 
poisonous. Some plants really have earned their 
reputation for toxin - and quite a few of them can be found 
in our gardens. But how poisonous are they really? And 
are you already growing garden lovelies that are equally if 
not more dangerous than widely known species with bad 
reputations? Now, if you carry on reading and discover 
your garden is full of things that could adversely affect 
your heart or your skin or stomach, please don?t rush out 
and rip them up! If they haven?t done anyone in by now 
there is a fair chance that they won?t. But it doesn?t hurt to 
know.

Many garden favourites have chemical surprises in store 
for the unwary if eaten or even brushed. The foxglove is 
fantastically poisonous and can stop the heart, but you 
don?t need to worry about that one as if you were to chew 
a flower your mouth would react so strongly its very 
unlikely you would be able to swallow. The beloved 
hydrangea has cyanide in all its parts (but in low amounts - 
put down the loppers). Your cherry laurel hedge contains 
cyanide too, but only the silliest horse or cow would try to 
chew those tough leaves. Rhododendrons are deadly, 
preventing other plants from encroaching on their turf by 
forming a toxic humus layer with their shed leaves and 
honey made from their flowers can cause life threatening 
symptoms, but are any of us really going to chomp down 
enough leaves and branches to receive a fatal dose? If 
you pick a bunch of lily of the valley flowers and put them 
in water by morning that water should be deadly enough to 
kill a child, but fortunately most parents are not cruel 
enough to make their children drink manky vase water.

The daffodil is possibly the most popular spring plant and 
can be found in most gardens but did you know that they 
are quite poisonous? They have escaped a bad name but 
all parts of the plant are poisonous and contain a toxic 
chemical called lycorine - the bulb is the deadliest bit. 
Daffodils were introduced to Britain around 300BC by the 
Romans who thought that the sap had healing powers. It is 
certainly possible that being treated with daffodil sap gave 
sick Romans something else to concentrate on rather than 

their original illness as the sap contains crystals that cause 
quite nasty skin irritations; daffodil pickers for the cut 
flower market must wear long sleeves to avoid severe 
rashes. But what you really don?t want to do is mistake the 
bulbs for onions and add them to your dinner. Eating the 
bulbs can cause nausea, vomiting, abdominal pain and 
diarrhoea; thankfully they only look like onions if you really 
need glasses or its very, very dark - or you have never 
seen an onion before. Despite their poor imitation of 
onions, in 2015 Public Health England sent out a warning 
to supermarkets to keep daffodils away from the food 
aisles after 27 cases of poisoning were linked to them in 
the previous year. Apart from occasional accidents there 
have been no human deaths recently from eating daffodils; 
the last case of poisoning was in early spring of this year 
when a dozy dachshund puppy ate 3 bulbs. She made a 
full recovery.

Laburnum on the other hand is often steered clear of. It is 
one of the most well know poisonous trees and, although 
rarely fatal, it has earned its reputation. It is a fantastic 
garden tree that tolerates poor soil and is a total 
showstopper with its abundance of vibrant yellow, scented 
flowers in early summer. Laburnum is so beautiful in flower 
that it was the inspiration for J. R. R. Tolkien?s mythical 
tree Laurelin in The Silmarillion. Laburnum was widely 
planted as a hedging plant around 150 years ago in 
various parts of the UK, which is quite odd as it was known 
then that all parts of the plant are poisonous to man and 
animals. The tree contains several poisonous alkaloids 
and ingestion of the seeds can cause extreme sleepiness, 
vomiting, convulsions, frothing at the mouth and in some 
cases severe diarrhoea. The main danger here seems to 
be when children play with and then eat the seeds that 
look a little like pea pods. The last death from laburnum 
was in 1970; since then there have been a few children 
who made themselves ill but recovered after having their 
stomachs pumped, but no fatalities.

Wolfsbane or monkshood is one of my favourite perennials 
and has had a bad reputation since ancient Greece. 
According to myth, this lovely plant that nowadays comes 
in a variety of colours from white to inky dark purple, was 
used by Athena to turn Arachne into a spider. It has 
featured in poisonings and murder plots in literature and 
films from Ovid?s Metamorphoses to the TV series Dexter. 
It will flower in glory in part shade and likes moist soil so is 
handy for difficult spots where you want some colour but 
even today it is used as a poison; in 2009 a 39 year old 
man in the UK was poisoned by his partner who laced his 
curry with aconitum. Not a plant for anyone with curious 
pets or children.





THE RAMBLINGS OF GERTIE FROM GITTISHAM
Not so very long ago, after shopping for bits and pieces of gardening paraphernalia at Combe Garden Centre, I swung out 
of their exit and headed back towards Gittisham. At the first big lay-by, no more than a hundred metres along, I swerved in 
with no indication, completed a two point turn worthy of a young lad driving his turbo-charged Skoda Fabia and headed 
back up the road, heart beating with excitement and straight into the Axcess Electric Bike forecourt. No more being 
doddery old Gertie from Gittisham - I felt about eighteen years of age, the same age I was when I purchased a lime green 
twin cylinder Suzuki 125cc from Bill Dicks at the ?top of town? next to Reads? Garage on the Monkton road. 

Normally, I am a considerate person - this time in my bubbling-burbling enthusiasm I chose to ignore the fact that Peter 
the Director was having his lunch and garbled my need to purchase a bike with immediate effect. My plea was conveyed 
successfully, as Peter gamely, in his calm, considerate and extremely helpful manner, set himself the task of obliging me 
in my quest. Peter is not unknown to me as, a few years earlier, I had purchased an electric bike from him, which I sadly 
sold to help out towards my son?s wedding. Because of Covid restrictions in July 2020, the marriage sadly had to be 
postponed to an indefinite date sometime in the nebulous future. Alas, do not weep dear reader as fortunately, a low-key 
camping honeymoon was able to go ahead and I am delighted to report that Gertie, once more, became a grandmother in 
April 2021. I ramble and I must bring your attention back to those E bikes that can be found tantalisingly lined up and 
ready for action on the packed shop floor.

Very soon my eyes alighted on a darling conveyance and without further ado there was Gertie heading out on a test run, 
legs twinkling away, astride the Axcess Exmoor2 Small Step-through painted in a most divine shade of old-style, faded 
out Morris Minor blue . . .I was in Heaven. The wind was whistling, the birds were singing, and in my head was the 
fabulous soundtrack from that 1969 classic film Easy Rider. Gertie from Gittisham became Peter Fonda and the slightly 
smaller frame gave me the desired posture, adding to my sense of bonhomie. Returning to the shop the deal was sealed 
and Peter was able to return to his lunch.

Since then my bike has been my delight and, when browsing through the web while relaxing one evening after a 
particularly lengthy ride, I chanced upon this poem and I thought - how very apt:. I had cycled over to Buckerell and 
climbed the hill where the tumbled down old school I remembered from my youth had stood. In those days I had strained 
and pedalled and could only really make it half-way up the hill. Now with my E bike leaping along like a young deer, I had 
soared up the hill towards the church, cranking up the power while reflecting on the exhilaration my younger self would 
have surely enjoyed . . .

Poppycock! Stuff and nonsense. On my marvellous new purchase, I can defy the miserable onslaught of old-age with all 
its struggles and toils - those aches and pains, which become so remote as I whizz along imagining Brian and Roger, my 
childhood companions, at my side as we push the speeds yet further, breathlessly taking the bends at breakneck speed 
and creating jumps when venturing off-road.

This ?sublime machine WILL bear me where I truly wish? and that is onto the open road, where there are infinite horizons 
yet to explore and relish. Thank you Axcess Electric Bikes, thank you Peter and thank you Luke, the trained on-site 
mechanic, and thank you Steppenwolf for the song lyrics - Get your motor runnin?/Head out on the highway/Looking for 
adventure/And whatever comes our way/and like a true nature?s child/I was born, born to be wild/We can climb so high/I 
never wanna die . . .

My bicycle has brought me

Through country lanes, quiet woods

And up a short, steep hill

To this almost-forgotten church

Where the old dead dream deep

Beneath tumbled, lichened stones

Lost in drifts of summer flowers.

And I could be content

Were it not for knowing

Even this sublime machine

Will never bear me where I truly wish:

Back through years to times when we

Had seen and lived through none of this;

All things lay up ahead, yet to be.

(https://gonecyclingagain.wordpress.com/2020/06/04/a-long-road/img_0112/)



A VIEW FROM THE CHURCH TOWER -  GITTISHAM

Photos courtesy of Steve Minshall



WESTON BEACH
by Kate Baxter

The great thing about living in Honiton is that there is always another 
beach to visit, another walk to try. And this week we were lucky enough 
to have an outing that combined them both a new walk and a new 
beach! I think we were the last people in Devon to discover the walk 
from The Donkey Sanctuary down to Weston beach, but there we are!

We always try and set off early so that we are back for lunchtime naps 
and lunch. Unsually for us, we actually succeeded in this today and 
hence when we arrived at the gates of the sanctuary they are not even 
open! We parked outside and after a few minutes I was surprised to see 
a queue forming behind us. We waited patiently and luckily a rabbit 
appeared to entertain us! 

After unpacking and loading up (I miss the days when I just needed to 
remember my purse, keys and a mobile!) we set off, the other walkers 
long gone ahead of us. The route to Weston beach takes you past the 
cafe and down a path which then leaves the Donkey Sanctuary land. 
We met a few donkeys on the way out, which was a nice surprise.

The track takes you through a glorious field, full of thistles and other wild flowers. After a lot of rain, the grass was 
really long and proved a great place for Lottie (the dog!) to race through. Emily loved the long grass and splashing in 
the occasional puddle. We followed the beautiful path through the field, then we continued down a track through the 
woods. It was quite steep and slippery, with a lot of rain runoff, which meant Emily took a few small tumbles.

The path then goes through one more lovely field, which to the left side has views of the coastal path going steeply 
up the cliff towards Salcome Regis. And then to the sea! 

We got our first glimpse of the sea, which today was looking grey and 
choppy. There are steps decending down to the beach, carved into the 
edge of the cliff. They are fairly wide and well protected from the edge 
but we still put Lottie on a lead and Emily in a carrier, as they are both 
quite unpredictable! It was so exciting for Emily to be carried down and 
see the beach for the first time, and she said it was a secret beach! I 
had to agree: it definitely has a sense of the wild about it! Apart from 
one man, we had the place 
to ourselves. Emily's 
favourite part was the 
stream, which emerged 
from the cliff, formed a 
large pool on top of the 
stones, and then 
disappeared again under 
ground, only to pop back up 
near the shore. She spent a 

long time building a dam (something her dad has taught her!) and 
digging at the point the water vanished. I can see how it would be very 
intriguing for a toddler! Nancy was up to her usual games of trying to eat 
every stone on the beach, whilst Lottie fetched sticks and splashed 
about in the breaking waves.

After quite a while splashing around, and the obligatory banana and 
piece of cheese for the little ones, we headed back up the steep steps. 
The walk is definitely harder in reverse! 

The rain was coming down quite heavily by now, but we still passed quite a few other walkers on their way. We were 
thankful we were heading back and going to miss the worst of the rain. We walked back quickly and I had just 
enough time to pop to the gift shop to buy our favourite garlic relish, which I highly recommend! I also got Emily a 
donkey shaped biscuit cutter, which we enjoyed using that afternoon at home.

I'm so pleased we discovered this walk! We found it in a local walk guidebook and it just goes to show it's always 
worth actually reading these, rather than letting them gather dust!



CHILCOTTS CALLING! GETTING THE MESSAGE OUT THERE
by Liz Chilcott

At our last auction on 17th July we sold an historically significant medal, a 
Naval General Service Medal with Trafalgar clasp, for £14,000 plus Buyer?s 
Premium.

Dating from 1847, it was awarded to Thomas Lemon, a 1st Lieutenant with the 
Royal Marines who served on the HMS Dreadnought in the Battle of Trafalgar 
in 1805. NGSM medals were only approved in 1847 and recipients had to 
claim them. These medals were awarded for naval actions between 1793 and 
1840, the campaign represented by a clasp on the ribbon.

After the auction, a customer, who had recently moved to the area and was 
new to our sales, was astounded. ?How did the right people know about this 
medal in your auction?? he asked.

The answer, ?Because we make sure that they do!? As well as taking care to 
accurately describe and estimate the values of the lots that we sell, our other role as auctioneers is to promote them well, 
to ensure that the items come to the attention of the appropriate markets.

On this occasion Chilcotts did the initial research; realising the importance of the medal, we brought in a specialist 
consultant to complete the historical details and to establish the rarity of the medal in the context of the medal market. We 
then arranged for ?Medal News?, the premier publication for medal collectors - and a company with its roots in Honiton, to 
send out an email flier to its subscribers.

Each of our sales is promoted by two online auction platforms, reaching international as well as local markets.

The medal was one of a collection of nine Victorian medals; in total they sold for £25,600 plus Buyer?s Premium.

Our next sale, ?Jewellery, Watches, Silver and Coins?, is on Saturday 4th September. Entries for this sale are 
currently being accepted.



A VIEW FROM THE HILLS
by Miranda Gudenian

Vernon arrived on his magazine delivery round. But a feathered visitor preceded 
him. Nipping out of the garden door to collect the post, I had forgotten to replace 
the wire mesh barrier that prevents our two adopted cats from wandering outside 
(they were upstairs asleep). Vernon entered the garden room to find a hen 
pheasant there. The pheasant panicked. Vernon didn?t. He stepped outside 
immediately. Unfortunately the pheasant did not. I came round the side of the 
house to find Vernon watching from the terrace as the pheasant, wild of eye, 
flapped from floor to interior window sill and sat there beak-rapping the window 
pane.

If, say, a blue tit or wren (frequent visitors to the garden room (in their hunt for 
spiders), found themselves in this 
predicament they would have flustered for a 
few moments and then zipped out through 
the wide open door. Not Mrs Pheasant. 
Vernon and I stood in the garden as the silly-billy banged a bit more with her beak 
on the window and then half-scrambled, half-fluttered her way onto one of the pots 
of pelargoniums that line the window sills, this particular pot within a few feet of her 
escape route. I knew what was about to happen. From one pot she scrabbled onto 
the next. I am fond of my pelargoniums and winced as branches snapped under her 
weight. Fearing for the rest of the plants I went inside and tried to grab her. After a 
couple of attempts and much pheasant hysteria, I managed to secure hold of one 
leg and her tail. Pheasant ejected. With several high-pitched shrieks she shot into 
the bushes and I set about repairing the damage. One pelargonium destroyed, two 
others badly broken.

A couple of hours later Mrs Pheasant returned minus a few tail feathers but otherwise jauntily unfazed. Any bright-witted 
bird might have learned their lesson but not Mrs Pheasant. She stood on the doorstep looking purposeful. There was a 
gleam in her eye. Then she took off from standing point like a feathered helicopter, obviously intent on flying over the wire 
mesh barrier into the garden room .She would have succeeded if I hadn?t blocked her flight path. Does this make her 
intelligent or as thick as two planks?

The blame lies with me. I feed the birds - over the years avian encounters have enriched my life. How could I ever forget 
the audacious robin that perched on the door handle each morning waiting for feeding time? A young coal tit worked out 
that the bird food is kept in the potting shed and took to popping in and winsomely perching on the wheelbarrow while I 
re-potted plants, knowing it would get extra rations. A pair of blackbirds became so tame they would join us for tea on the 
lawn and enchant visitors by perching on their knees and taking sandwich crumbs from their hands. But these pheasants 
hold me at gunpoint; unless Mrs P and her mate receive their daily rations my houseleeks are doomed. My what?

My houseleeks, sempervivums, small hardy succulents brought to these islands by 
the Romans who used the juice from the leaves to heal wounds and held to a belief 
that the plants, grown on the roof, kept a house safe from lightning strike. 

I have a modest collection though in days of yore it amounted to a couple of 
hundred varieties.Unfortunately I learned the hard lesson that, for a pheasant, a 
collection of houseleeks is like a box of Fortnum & Mason chocolates.

Nowadays only two pheasants wander the garden but they play trick or treat on me 
if I fail to give them their daily hand-out of bird food. No food, and the pair of 
feathered varmints strut across to the bowls of houseleeks and stand there poised 
to peck. Cravenly I run for the bird food. You can almost hear them cackling.

It would be quite nice if the pheasants showed a little gratitude for my largesse or 
even a tad of affection. Long ago I had the privilege of a heart-warming relationship 
with a great tit called Sam, or rather that is the name I gave him. For eight years he 

was my companion in the garden and woods around my home. He came to my hand for peanuts, came whenever I called 
his name, but many times - such as in high summer when insects were plentiful - he didn?t want the proffered peanut but 
just hung around beside me. Often we would go for walks together through the woods straying far beyond his territory. 
Sam was a wild bird that actually chose human company.

Back to the present, as the saying goes, and even with the best will in the world I do not think Mr and Mrs Pheasant 
consider me anything other than a food dispensing machine, a fly-thru McDonald?s on legs.



CAN YOU HELP BUCKERELL CELEBRATE APPLE DAY?

Buckerell would love to be able to revive their fab Apple 
Day Celebrations in October, but are struggling to 

find/acquire the equipment for the event.

Are there any villages out there who can help us out 
please?

We?re looking to hire a decent sized apple crusher and a 
20 litre plus apple press.

If none are available for hire, would any village(s) like to 
combine resources to buy the equipment needed?

We could then share and run Apple Days in the autumn 
- maybe even hire out to other villages too?

The approximate cost to buy is £550 - £700 for both 
pieces of kit.

If you can, or know of anyone who can help us, 
please contact Soo Sims (Buckerell Community 
Association Chairman) on 07594 606409 or email 

soojen29@outlook.com





WHAT'S ON

Devon Open Studios is a unique opportunity to meet artists in their studios in some of the most beautiful, 
unexplored parts of Devon. In addition to being able to buy art direct from the creator, many demonstrate, 
give talks or give you a chance to have a go.

Venture out on self-guided art tours using a free full colour event guide which will give you more details about the 
artists and where they are, and which will be available soon, or by spontaneously following the yellow arrows scattered 
about the countryside. Meet the artists, participate in workshops and events, or simply create your own journey of 
discovery in this most spectacular landscape.Some of the different talents in East Devon? ? .A total of 10 exciting 
East Devon artists are exhibiting in 8 venues across East Devon - much more detail will be available in 
August/September so watch this space!!

 

I am a local potter and artist specialising in small batch production ? unique and interesting stoneware, 
terracotta and earthenware with wonderful glazes.I will be displaying and selling lots of different ceramics and 
some watercolours/mixed media during Open Studios 2021 at the Workshop which is open Tuesday, Friday and 

Saturday during Open Studios? please contact if you wish to visit the Open Studio to see my work on an alternate day or 
book a workshop 

I I am a local potter and artist specialising in small batch production 
? unique and interesting stoneware, terracotta and earthenware 
with wonderful glazes. I will be displaying and selling lots of 
different ceramics and some watercolours/mixed media during 
Open Studios 2021 at the Workshop which is open Tuesday, 
Friday and Saturday during Open Studios? please contact if you 
wish to visit the Open Studio to see my work on an alternate day or 
book a workshop

Bud Hodson Ceramics exhibiting at The Honiton Pottery Workshop

Devon Open Studios East Devon - Saturday 11-Sunday 26 September 

Hospiscare is encouraging you to take part in an all-abilities cycle challenge to raise 
money for end-of-life care in the heart of Devon.

After its success last year, Hospiscare?s Tour de Devon cycling event returns bigger and 
better this September and is open to cyclists of all ages and abilities.

As the local hospice charity for Exeter, Mid and East Devon, Hospiscare cares for over 2,000 patients and their 
families every year. The charity relies on the support of the local community to ensure its specialist end-of-life care 
is available at no cost to patients and their families. The COVID-19 pandemic has had a drastic impact on the 
charity?s fundraising due to the repeated closure of its charity shops and cancellation of fundraising events, leaving 
Hospiscare facing a funding deficit of £1.5 million.

Hospiscare is challenging local people to choose their distance ? 50, 100, 
250 or, new for this year, 400 miles ? and cycle throughout September to 
reach their goal.

From turning the school run into a school cycle to clocking up the miles on 
a static bike in front of the telly, everyone who takes part in Tour de Devon 
will receive a ?thank you? certificate and zero waste medal. Each 
participant?s pedal power and every pound raised will make a huge 
difference to local people facing terminal illness and the charity is asking 
its cyclists to aim to raise £60 in sponsorship. Challengers who zoom past 
their fundraising targets and raise £300 or more will be awarded a special 
Hospiscare cycling jersey.

Hospiscare Events Fundraiser Martin Stokke says, ?We are so excited to 
launch our Tour de Devon cycle challenge for 2021. This September, Tour 
de Devon presents a new challenge distance of 400 miles and we are 
excited to see our cyclists take this on. With 30 days to complete their 
chosen mileage, we know that our supporters will challenge themselves 

to go the distance to support end-of-life care in the heart of Devon.?

Sign up today to make a difference to the lives of Hospiscare?s patients and their families. Visit 
www.hospiscare.co.uk/cycle.

Hospiscare asks Supporters to Go the Distance



WHAT'S ON

Honiton Gate to Plate returns for 
its third year this August. This 
annual street market celebrates 
all the fantastic food and craft on 
our doorstep here in East Devon 
and will take place on the High 
Street on Saturday 21 August. 

This year it will be delivered by eat:Festivals who are 
working to the latest guidelines and guidance 
re:COVID-19. Their aim is to showcase Honiton's 
business alongside the best of the district's food and 
drink producers, as well as traditional crafts people.

The team is mindful of people?s reservations and 
nervousness about venturing out. They have introduced 
a new layout offering more space between producers; 
hand sanitiser stations; extra precautions for producers 
and a click and collect service to reduce dwell time.

Event organiser Sarah Milner Simonds told us, ?Markets 
are part of the fabric of towns and cities across the UK. 
They are the starting point for many low-risk business 
start-ups and have a major role to play in the aftermath 
of COVID-19. We know our events generate 
environmental and economic benefits by supporting 
family producers and farmers. We need to help their 
micro and small business stay afloat during this transition 
to the new normal for the sake of the local economic 
wellbeing and long term visions of vibrant town centres."

Beverley Milner Simonds, co-organiser added, ?The 
nature of the town centre location means that social 
distancing can be easier than within an enclosed shop. 

We are thinking of this ?new normal? as an alternative 
open-air food supermarket, well stocked with fresh 
produce, essential food and some treats too. Food 
markets have been classed as ?essential? since the start 
of the pandemic and we have altered our operating 
model to focus on local produce market elements and 
keep the entertainment elements low key, in line with the 
roadmap for reopening. We will have measures in place 
to minimise the risk of COVID-19 transmission. We are 
asking visitors to keep local, plan their visit and abide by 
the latest Government advice."                      

The team offered their thanks to East Devon District 
Council and Honiton Town Council for their support.

Diversions on the day will be in place in the town from 
7am to 7pm and the event runs from 10 - 4pm and is free 
to attend.

eat:Festivals are led by Bev and Sarah Milner Simonds ? 
two women on a mission to reconnect residents with the 
productive landscape that surrounds them. The social 
enterprise started in 2012 in their home town of 
Burnham-on-Sea and has grown steadily, now hosting 
over 25 events in Somerset, Devon, South 
Gloucestershire and Dorset each year.

Traders who had only just started out when the 
pandemic restrictions hit were some of the hardest hit by 
the lack of events, so we are launching a new support 
initiative, Start Out Strong [SOS], to help them - see 
www.eatfestivals.org for more information.

From the end of July, subject to any changes to current guidance, 
Awliscombe Village Hall should once again be humming with the buzz of 
electric motors and the excitement of local Slot Car racers spending Friday 
evenings competing on their custom built 5 lane track.

For one club member, a trip to the recent Goodwood Festival of Speed provided a welcome 
reminder of life pre Covid-19, plus a chance to race on a replica of both Goodwood Circuit and the 
Hill Climb course and the opportunity to see full-size versions of some of the cars that are raced by 
the various members of East Devon Slot Racing Club which was started in Honiton in the late 80?s.

Over the past 30 years or so the circuits have grown larger and faster, things like lap counting and timing are 
performed by state-of-the-art computer systems but the fun is just as intense. The track is a purpose made 5 lane 
?figure of eight? for equal lane lengths (75 ft/23 mtrs) using precision routed and painted MDF with copper braids for 
consistent power delivery. Unlike Scalextric (or equivalent) track there is no magnetic benefit, making car control more 
challenging and rewarding.

Fancy a go?? The club race (almost) every Friday evening. Doors open at 7pm and racing 
starts around 8. After 14 months without use it will probably take our members a few weeks to 
recommission the track and computer system but by mid-August we should be able to 
welcome new faces. We know that through the various lockdowns, interest in new or perhaps 
former hobbies has meant many have rediscovered the joys of racing so come along, say 
?hello? and have a go!

Oh and an added bonus -the first two visits are free

A warm welcome awaits you and members will happily loan cars and controllers.

For info or a chat call Dave Stevens on 01404 811187 or email daves.winters-lane@hotmail.co.uk

Honiton Gate to Plate 21 August
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WHAT'S ON
UpArt21 September 11th-19th

The Art Room @ The Sidmouth 
Arms, Upottery

The UpArt Pop up Gallery is back for a 
2nd time in September showcasing a 
new collection of art, crafts, ceramics, 
jewellery, photography, sculptures all 
beautifully created by local talent and 
invited creators.

Hosted in the Art Room at The Sidmouth 
Arms we will be open from September 11th for 1 
week only.

Local art enthusiasts Chas Wilson and Alistair Brice 
have curated the collection to appeal to everyone 
with taste! We are a 'not for profit' local community 
event, giving up our time for free to support local 
artists and the local pub. We would love to see you, 
entrance is free and hopefully you will want to own a 
unique creation

Opening hours 11-6pm everyday from the 11th 
September

Phone number for enquiries 07542775955

Follow and like us on Instagram @up_art_21 and 
facebook @upart21

The Beehive Continues 
Socially-Distanced Events

Since the reopening in June, there has been an 
overwhelmingly positive response to the way socially 
distanced events have been run at The Beehive. We want 
you to continue to feel reassured and comfortable when 
you attend events. Therefore, even though restrictions are 
lifting as we move to step 4 of the roadmap, The Beehive 
will continue to operate with reduced audiences ? 
certainly until the end of August. This means you can 
keep a distance from others and enjoy a relaxed, 
uncrowded visit.

In the auditorium, only alternate rows will be in use and 
there will be two empty seats between each bubble. 
When booking tickets online, you can book in a group of 
up to 6. To book in a larger group, call the box office on 
01404 384050.

Hand sanitising stations will remain throughout the venue 
and visitors can check-in using the NHS QR code posters. 
Mask-wearing will be encouraged.  The ventilation system 
has recently been serviced and wherever possible, doors 
and windows will be kept open to aid airflow.

Thank you for your support. We hope these measures will 
help continue to make your visits to The Beehive relaxed, 
uncrowded and enjoyable.



WHAT'S ON

All Devon libraries will 
this summer be 
helping children catch 
up with the reading 
skills that were 
affected by missing 
school during the 
pandemic with their 

annual Summer Reading Challenge, which challenges 
children to reach a goal for reading books across the 
holidays. The Challenge, presented by The Reading 
Agency, is delivered in partnership with Libraries 
Unlimited and funded by Arts Council England. The 
challenge reaches over 700,000 children across the UK 
each year. This year it will run from 10th July ? 10th 
September. Children aged between 4 and 11 can sign up 
and participate at their local library.

Alex Kittow, Chief Executive of Libraries Unlimited said, 
?Last summer during the early stages of the impact of 
lockdown and restrictions, we moved the challenge 
on-line so children could still take part.  Numbers were 
lower due to the pandemic and we are keen to reach as 
many children as we can. This year it is more important 
than ever to encourage children to read, and the 
Summer Reading Challenge is the perfect opportunity to 
capture their imaginations and get them back on track.?

Kate MacKenzie, Service Development Manager at 
Libraries Unlimited, said: ?We are currently boosting our 
children?s collections to ensure that children have a wide 
choice of exciting reads to keep them going through the 
summer. The Summer Reading Challenge has been 
shown to be an effective Covid recovery tool, 

re-engaging children with reading whilst boosting their 
wellbeing. Due to the pandemic, keeping up with learning 
has been a huge challenge for children of all ages. The 
Summer Reading Challenge is a fun way to start bridging 
that gap, whilst instilling a love of reading that may stay 
with them long after the challenge finishes.?

This year the theme for the challenge is Wild World 
Heroes, created in partnership with WWF and illustrated 
by award-winning children?s author and illustrator Heath 
McKenzie. Children are encouraged to think about ways 
to help the heroes preserve nature and wildlife, exploring 
real-world threats to the natural world and possible 
solutions.
Every child chooses their own reading goal (six books is 
a recommendation), collecting stickers along the way to 
completing their personal reading challenge. When they 
have finished and met their goal, they will receive a 
certificate and a medal from their local library and be 
entered into a prize draw.

Libraries will be hosting a range of exciting activities and 
events throughout the Challenge, in line with government 
restrictions. Many of these are likely to take place online 
due to rules on public gatherings, but further details and 
updates will be available on the Libraries Unlimited 
website and social media.

Kids can also create a profile on the Summer Reading 
Challenge website to access games, earn badges, and 
review the books they read. All accounts for those under 
16 must be linked to a parents/carers account, ensuring 
the safety of children online.

Wild World Heroes, Library Summer Reading Challenge 2021

Honiton Garden Club
Honiton Garden Club is starting up its meetings again in August 
once restrictions have lifted. 

We meet every third Thursday at St Paul's Church from 
6.30-8pm.

Our programme for the rest of this year is :

19 August : Jeremy Wilson - Blood, Sweat and Tea (a talk about camellias)

16 September : Andrea Rye from Combe Garden Centre

21 October : Vernon Whitlock - Insects in the Garden

18 November : Jane Lindsay and Toni O'Connor - Care and Training of 
Climbers

9 December : Pre-Christmas meal at The Otter Inn, Weston

There will be no membership fee for 2021 and members who paid in 2020 
need pay no more until 2023. The fee for new members will be £6 from 
January 2022. 

 An admission charge of £1 is payable for all meetings (£3 
for visitors).

For further details please contact Julia on 01404 
548709

We look forward to seeing you all

Honiton Craft Club
Honiton Craft Club will be re-opening 
at the Methodist Church, Chapel Street 
on Wednesday September 22nd at 
9.30 for 10am until 12 noon. 

The club will continue to meet on the 
4th Wednesday of each month.  This 
time it will be a social get together so 
bring your own work and anything you 
have made during lockdown for us to 
admire.

Paid up members need pay no more 
until 2023. For new members it is £3 
for 2021 and the subscription for 
2022 is £8.  There is however an 
admission charge of £1.

For any further information please 
contact Jill on 01404 43263



WHAT'S ON

This intriguing new exhibition marks the first collaboration between Thelma Hulbert Gallery (THG) and The London Group.

In Plain Sight: The London Group is an exhibition of major new works from The London Group in a range of mediums 
including painting, drawing, photography, sculpture and film. Each artist in the exhibition has hidden something of their 
choice in a new piece of work. The aim is to entice gallery visitors to look much harder and closer than usual at each work 
to detect what is hiding 'in plain sight'.

The London Group was set up in 1913 by thirty two artists including Robert Bevan, Lucien Pissarro and Walter Sickert, 
with the aim of creating a powerful artist-run group to act as a counter-balance to institutions such as the Royal Academy. 
The founding group created a unique structure for an organisation, that has gone on to successfully nurture the careers of 
many of Britain?s best-known artists including Terry Frost, Barbara Hepworth, LS Lowry and David Hockney among 
others. Today, it is a thriving democratic artists? collective practising in all disciplines, with a full annual events programme 
in London and beyond. Directed by its artist members, these events aim to offer a serious and alternative perspective to 
contemporary visual arts in Britain.

Alongside this exhibition is co-ordinating show: 'Thelma Hulbert and her London Group friends'. With key works from the 
THG collection and loans of pieces by pivotal London Group members Claude Rogers, William Coldstream and Victor 
Pasmore, this exhibition explores Thelma's creative friendships, artistic legacy and place within British Art.

Thelma Hulbert exhibited with The London Group in 1938. As her first professional exhibition, this was an important 
milestone in her career. She also fulfilled an important role within the group as a model and muse. Thelma's friendship 
with Victor Pasmore is still one of the most prominently remembered facts about her, yet this ground-breaking new 
research reveals that her relationship with Claude Rogers was more influential.

She showed extensively during her lifetime including a solo exhibition at the Whitechapel Gallery, London. Her work is 
held in public and private collections worldwide including the TATE and she is featured in the Tate Women Artists book.

This exhibition marks an important research contribution to the life and work of Thelma Hulbert, which will further secure 
Thelma's artistic legacy and her place in the history of British Art in the 20th Century . It has been made possible through 
a research collaboration between Tim Craven of The London Group and independent researcher, Deborah Smith.

Tim Craven of the London Group said, "This project has been a fascinating journey into a corner of a hitherto forgotten 
episode of The London Group?s history. It shines a spotlight onto the group?s original mission to promote and encourage 
artists early in their careers. 

THG's Creative Cabin will also be out and about delivering art activities, events and talks including a series of 'Health & 
Creativity' workshops with London Group artist Judith Jones and Devon Recovery Learning Community (DRLC)

In Plain Sight - New Exhibition at THG

In Plain Sight: The London Group  & Thelma Hulbert and her London Group Friends : 27 August - 30 October 2021
Thursday - Saturday, 10am - 5pm

Co-ordinating programme: 28 August, 2-3pm 'History of The London Group' talk with Tim Craven, followed by Private 
View 3-5pm.

Art After 1950 - lecture series with art historian John Francis:
8 September, 10.30?12.00: Art in Advertising

15 September, 10.30?12.00 :Landscape tradition
22 September, 10.30?12.00:Expressionism
6 October, 10.30?12.00: The Art of Protest

13 October, 10.30-12.00: John Francis in conversation with Tim Craven of The London Group and independent 
researcher Deborah Smith

£10 per talk (£8 concessions - students/THG Friends) Book a ticket

Martin Heron Soundling
David Wiseman Woodland 
River Walk ,Gower



Honiton & Village News is 
proud to support its local 

businesses.

Why not check out our 
advertising rates at 

www.honitonvillagenews.com.

We are able to offer one off 
and regular advertising, 

together with on-line 
advertising and discounts for 

multiple entries.

Give us a try - advertising 
works!



BERTIE IS FEELING A BIT SEEDY
Hello! My name is Bertie and as a young Working Cocker Spaniel I am one very lucky pooch. I live in a beautiful valley 
near Honiton, and Hembury Fort is my castle.

Boy oh boy what exciting times we have been enjoying at Bertie HQ! The young female human has had a 12th birthday 
party - in doggie years that would be about 84 but luckily for her she is still a youngster. She invited a few other human 
pups over and the day was full of the most brill fun with water pistol games, splashing about in the paddling pool and 
playing chase with me and my girlfriend Maisie. 

There was a spot of bother when we joined in the table tennis game and ran off with the balls and for some reason we 
were banned from the picnic tea which happened on the grass and involved the most amazing looking chocolate cake.

The best bit was when the girls were chilling out they gave me a tip top grooming and massage with extra cuddles. My 
own female human was a bit of a spoil sport and drew the line at pink polish on the claws and a bow in my topknot when 
personally I was happy to go with the flow of the occasion.

There is always some fun to be found when out on our daily walks. I can proudly tell you that, according to Julia, my 
BHFFL (Best Human Friend for Life), my ?recall? is coming along very nicely. This means I can go off the lead for a bit so 
long as I promise to come back when they call me. It has been quite a challenge to get the hang of this trick as there are 
so many lovely smells out there to follow and sometimes I seem to lose my hearing abilities with all my attention focused 
on smelling.

I am improving though - and the reward is a lovely romp around the top of HF with my doggie chums. It is especially brill 
when we meet Bailey who has the most amazing sticking up ears which are much better suited to hearing the humans 
than my floppy spaniel appendages. 

Recently the long grass has provided extra fun games of chase but my coat gets all clogged up with seeds so it is another 
grooming session when we get home - what a truly blissful life I have.

P.S Note to self ? When cars pull up in our 
yard it is ?good? to ?sit and wait? until 

they have stopped. However, it is ?bad? to 
rush over before the human has got out 

of the car and jump up with my sharp 
claws on their nice shiny paintwork. 

These humans are so picky with their 
rules and regulations it is an absolute 
nightmare trying to negotiate all the 

rights and wrongs of life. 

My deepest apologies to the humans 
involved!



A quilt inspired by a love of books and reading is going on tour around libraries in Devon. The quilt has 
been created by Exmouth & District University of the Third Age (U3A) members and depicts shelves of 
books and a curious cat. It took 12 quilters 80 hours of work to design, cut and stitch. 

The beautiful 170cm by 120cm quilt will tour libraries over the next year and will be on display at Honiton Library on 21 
October. It will be raffled to raise money for Libraries Unlimited. Raffle tickets will be available in libraries and online. 

Béatrice Drecq, Senior Library Supervisor at Exmouth Library said, ?We are delighted to exhibit the book-theme quilt in 
our libraries. Not only is it a beautiful piece of work, but it is also a real example of resilience achieved by these local 
women during the pandemic. The funds raised for Libraries Unlimited will be used to make a difference to the people and 
communities we support across our local libraries. We would like to thank the Quilting Fun for their generosity and looking 
forward to drawing a happy winner. The closing date will be 30th June 2022, 5 pm. The draw will take place on Thursday 
14th July 2022. The winner will be notified on the same day of the draw. 

Clare Dawson from U3A Exmouth and District said. ?Once a year our quilting fun group works together to produce a quilt 
with a theme, and then donates it to a chosen local charity. This year it was a book-theme quilt and we decided to donate 
it to Exmouth Library because a book lover might win it in a raffle. What better place than 
donating it to a library! This is a very special quilt as it was started on the third week of the 
first lockdown, and nothing stopped the 12 members of the group organising themselves 
and working creatively together via Zoom to complete it. I coordinated the work and gave 
each member the same square of fabric for the background of the quilt. They used different 
techniques such as appliqué, paper piecing and embroidery, as well as their own personal 
creative touch.

?When the restrictions were slightly eased, they were able to meet in each other's gardens 
or dropped the completed squares through my letterbox. I put all the squares together to 
finish it, and we?re very pleased with how it looks. It?s a great memento of our lockdown.? 

Anyone wanting to take part in the raffle can find out more at: 
https://www.peoplesfundraising.com/raffle/book-theme-quilt 

BOOK-THEMED "LOCKDOWN QUILT" GOES ON TOUR





INTRODUCING THE 729 CLUB
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We are an independent Honiton charity that organises fun, 
friendly group sessions for adults with learning disabilities. 
We provide a popular social hub with an average of 60-70 
members, aged 18-90 years old, who come from all over 
East Devon to participate.

The group normally meets at the Community Use Building 
(CUB) on School Lane from 7pm to 9pm every Monday, 
hence the name ?729?. 

The club has been running for 33 years and was originally 
started by Ken and Barb Smith, who did a fantastic and 
brilliant job in setting the whole charity up. Four years ago 
Zoe Allars became our new chairperson alongside Cathy 
Maunder our club leader and Sue Robson our treasurer. 
We have also advertised for posts within the club for co 
chair, co treasurer and co event co-ordinator to ensure that 

the club is member-led .It?s so important that the members 
who access this club have a voice and a choice in how 
their club moves forward after the pandemic and we value 
their thoughts and ideas.

The charity is run entirely by volunteers, of which each one 
is a valued member of the group and have been a 
tremendous help in keeping the charity running smoothly 
throughout the recent pandemic.

Throughout this pandemic, which has affected nearly all of 
our vulnerable members, our club has tried to support as 
many as we could .We organised and delivered weekly 
Zoom quizzes and Open Arms East Devon kindly donated 
some art packs. These art packs were delivered by our 
volunteers to some of our members, where we held a 
competition ? the winners each received a mini Echo, 
funding kindly donated by The Kitchen at Combe Garden 
Centre.

We have gratefully received some funding from the Town 
Council to put towards our annual touring theatre show, 
which unfortunately was postponed 4 times in the last 18 
months. The theatre production company performed 
?Wizard of Oz" which was a tremendous success - and 
we?ve already booked a date for next year!

Recently the club has purchased some much needed 
software to create a visual programme of events for our 
members. The software is called ?Widgit?and was again 
kindly funded by The Kitchen at Combe Garden Centre.

Now that we are up and running, we are already thinking 
ahead and looking to book a long awaited Christmas party. 
The Honiton Lions have kindly donated some money 
towards this and we are all looking forward to it already.

Should anyone wish to find out more about volunteering for us, or know of 
anyone who would like to become a member, please feel free to email us on 
Honiton729club@gmail.com or visit our Facebook page Honiton 729 Club or 

website www.honiton729club.org for more information



WILD HONITON

Will Jones is the Engagement & Participation Officer for Wild East Devon, who manage ten nature 
reserves across the district from Axminster to Exmouth including the award-winning Seaton 
Wetlands. They operate a thriving outdoor learning service and deliver great public events for all 
ages. The team deliver practical habitat management, provide a range of volunteering 
opportunities, deliver an inspiring educational service to schools and community groups as well as a 
programme of outdoor events to bring families closer to nature.

by Will Jones

Hot on the heels of one of the rarest mammals in the UK, the grey long eared bat, being recorded on one of our nature 
reserves in East Devon, this charming parcel of green space turns up another stonking rarity last month!

During a routine check of the bat nest boxes distributed across the site, Adrian Bayley of the Devon Bat Conservation and 
Research Group discovered one to be harbouring a very rare Bechstein?s bat, a first for the nature reserve! Being a fully 
licensed bat ecologist, Adrian was able to fit this little male bat with an identification ring (no more wieldy to the bat than 
us wearing a wrist watch) and mount a temporary radio transmitter to allow the bat to be tracked accurately over the 
course of the next few days.

To give some perspective of how rare this bat is, the first record of this bat for our reserves came in 2009 at Holyford 
Woods, again found by Adrian and, at the time, this was only the ninth ever record for the UK!

Essentially a woodland bat, with a similar specialist set of features much like long eared bats, it was extremely interesting 
for Adrian to find this species here on the salt marsh. However, what happened next was even more remarkable! Using 
the telemetary tracker on the bat, Adrian was able to follow its movements for the next few nights and the bat arrived 
several miles away from where it was first discovered.

We are so fortunate to have many experienced and enthusiastic naturalists living in East Devon inputting into our 
knowledge of the Local Nature Reserves. Without voluntary contributions such as these, our understanding of these 
fabulous sites would be far less detailed.

Rare Bat Discovered on Nature Reserve

Have you been out and about on our 
Nature Reserves - or other parts of our 
glorious countryside? Why not let us 

know where you've been and what 
you've seen.

Contact 
honitonvillagenews@gmail.com



BLACKBURY CAMP TO HARCOMBE & BUCKTON HILL

Take the Hare and Hounds Inn road out of Ottery St Mary and crossing the junction at the Inn drive on for a few miles to 
the turning off to Blackbury Camp. Do not turn left but rather park on the left just before the turning. This is a wee bit 
rough but if you are happy to add a mile to the walk then there is good parking actually at Blackbury Camp.

Cross the road on to the Public Bridleway and follow this wonderful 
wide track for some 500m through glorious forests and beside 
ancient banks to a clearing and a small barn ? grandly named 
Barkers Barn. Left here and again follow the wide, lush Public 
Bridleway through the woods ignoring the public footpaths off to the 
left. This canopied track soon opens up to the sky and continues 
through young birch and mixed hardwoods. Some of the woods have 
been named - Jacobs Ladder Wood and Marlpit Wood. Eventually, 
you will emerge into a small clearing with an old wooden stand - 
maybe once held fire beaters. Bear right out of the clearing down a 
flinty track, and through - or round - a wooden gate to meet a small 
road.

Right here and downhill to pass numerous attractive cottages. Take 
the first road to the right and follow this, curving round and in front of 
cottages until you see a Public Bridleway sign to the left. Down here 
and over a thin bridge beside a ford. Stay on the main bridleway 
around the cottage - do not take the footpath through the gate - and 
up the glorious lane to a T-junction. Left here and at the left hand 
bend follow the public footpath sign to the right for a few metres 
before going over a stile on the right.

Follow the left edge of the field uphill to a stile and then into the glorious Buckton Hill woods. You are now on a slightly 
overgrown path through the woods but take a moment to enjoy the ferns, honeysuckle etc and the views back over to 
Harcombe and the valley. There are convenient walkways over ground that can be boggy in wet weather. You will pass 
through marvellous forest and ferns and hopefully make use of the rustic table and bench seats hidden in the bracken. 
Having passed three little yellow marker posts you will eventually find a yellow marker directing you left uphill into the 
woods. Wee bit steep here but continue uphill to a gate. Interesting 
little shack and associated sheds here, all very remote. Up to 
another gate and out right on to the bridleway. Bear right into a 
clearing and keep moving through to the right on what is part of the 
East Devon Way. Follow this excellent flinty track easily all the way 
to a road.

Here, turn right and move up passing Lower Sweetcombe Farm 
entrance before reaching the road off right (public bridleway) to 
Higher Sweetcombe Farm. Stay on this good track to just before 
the farm buildings and beside an old cattle grid turn right on a 
bridleway and follow this for some way downhill passing some quite 
well-hidden beehives in the woods to the right. You are moving 
down through rich woodland. Probably a few streams down here in 
winter. Continue downhill to a thin footbridge over a stream and 
then bear right climbing steadily up through the woods on a 
sometimes-wet track to a small clearing that holds a concrete water 
channel. Move right on the bridleway NOT left along the footpath 
and stay on this clear track back to the Barkers Barn from whence 
you started. Stay on the track back to the car.

Map OS Explorer 115 ? Exmouth & Sidmouth. 1:25000.

5.1 Miles

A fairly easy walk with a few stretches of uphill walking. Excellent firm tracks, some flinty, 
through mixed woodland, little wooden bridges, and some ambling along incredibly quiet 

lanes. A really fun walk to suit all capabilities.

by Chris Harwood



WHAT IS THE FUTURE OF GAS-FIRED CENTRAL HEATING?
Almost 80% of British homes use gas boilers for hot water and central heating. 
The reason for this high percentage is because, originally, North Sea Gas was 
cheap in the late 70?s, but it is also very efficient; most modern boilers are 96% 
efficient.

The Government is committed to a carbon-neutral future, as soon as practical, 
and part of that strategy is to try and eliminate the installation of new gas boilers 
by 2025. It is relatively easy to impose this restriction on all new homes, but it 
may prove more demanding for existing homes.

There is plenty of research being done by boiler companies on the change to 
hydrogen instead of gas, but the leaky nature of our 60-year-old gas mains, may 
mean that all this research is in vain. It is one thing keeping your house safe from 
hydrogen leaks, but quite another to keep the grid safe.

Microwave-powered boilers could be another idea for replacement of the gas 
boilers. The boilers use electricity to heat water which is then pumped through 

existing radiators and hot water systems. The cost would probably be similar to an expensive gas boiler.

New forms of electric storage heaters with high efficiency are likely to be the most used alternative but as we move 
towards using electric cars and fully electric homes it is highly likely that the existing power grid would not have the 
capacity to deliver the juice.

For systems that are not electric and therefore more sustainable, we are looking for other technologies - some of which 
come with a Government grant scheme.

Since 2014 there has been a Government grant scheme called the Renewable Heat Incentive which provides grant 
payments against the installation of biomass boilers, solar water heating, and heat pumps.

Payments are made for 7 years and are based on the amount of renewable heat made by your heating system. You can 
go into the Government website and calculate the payment for your property.

Biomass boilers don?t really work for most of us with smaller conventional properties. At Google headquarters in North 
Carolina the ?google farm? is totally powered by pig manure; remember that next time you do a google search!

Solar water heating is normally cheap and efficient but only works when the sun shines so needs to be part of a mixture 
of renewable sources.

Heat pumps absorb natural heat to warm your homes and water. There are three main types of heat pumps: 
ground-source, air-to-water and air-to-air. A ground source heat pump absorbs warmth from the ground using pipes fitted 
beneath your garden. An air-to-water pump distributes warmth through your central heating system, whilst the air-to-air 
pumps require a warm circulation system i.e., ducts, vents and grills. More difficult to retrofit in existing properties and, 
because it operates at lower temperatures, it needs more radiating surface area.

If you had been a tourist in the old Communist countries, you may remember the large steam pipes up and down the 
streets. A central plant supplies heat, such as from an incinerator plant and distributes it, in the form of hot water or 
steam. 

But I can?t see us having community steam heating in Honiton any time soon!

by Chris Doran

DID YOU KNOW?

The only known highwayman in Honiton was not actually a local. 26 year old William 
Jennings targeted a ?short gentleman? on the stagecoach bound for London in 1752. 

This was his single known crime but he unfortunately bragged about what he was 
going to do at the Exeter Inn in the town. Swiftly apprehended, he was hanged at 

Heavitree gallows in Exeter.





TALES FROM THE BEAT

One of the roles of a village Bobby was to execute warrants. This was when someone had been fined by the magistrates 
but failed to pay. The court would then issue an arrest warrant and you were required to go to the address, arrest the 
person in default and take them into custody to appear again before the magistrates, who would decide their fate!

One particular farmer, who I will call Fred, was always in trouble and I had to make numerous visits to the farm. Fred lived 
just outside one of our villages in what was a traditional Devon longhouse. It was not the tidiest or cleanest of properties. 
The front yard was basically a scrap heap with rusting cars, farm machinery and a large amount of other detritus.

On entering the front door there was a passageway which led through to the 
back of the house. On the left were two rooms. The first was used to house 
the chickens and the second was a store containing chicken feed, cattle feed 
and a further collection of junk. On the right was a room which was a living 
room / kitchen, where all the cooking was done on an open fire. To the right 
of the fire was an old sofa which was also used as bed by Fred?s elderly 
mother. Upstairs were bedrooms, and I assume that somewhere there was a 
toilet although I never ventured further into the property to find out.

On my first visit with a warrant to Fred?s farm he spotted me coming and 
quickly ran off across the  muddy yard and into the orchard, resulting in a 
chase. When, caked in mud, I eventually caught him he was arrested and 
taken back to the police cells. I was then required to return home for a 
change of uniform!  After a further visit, resulting in another mud caked 
chase, Fred and I came to an arrangement. I agreed that I would not arrest 
him on my first visit and would give him a week to sell some stock at market 
to pay the fine. This practice worked well and I made numerous other similar 
visits over the years.

With this new agreement in place I was always welcomed at the farm by Fred?s mother who never remembered my name 
and always called me Mr Zumbody. I was always invited to sit down and have a cup of tea, but because of the state of the 
kitchen/bedroom I always declined her offer.

On one particular visit Fred?s Mother was cooking bacon on the open fire. The 
frying pan was suspended over the fire by a system of chains and a large 
branch of wood was in the grate with one end in the fire and the other end in 
the middle of the kitchen. As it burnt through it was then pushed further in to 
the fire. This provided a perfect walkway for one of the farm kittens who on 
this occasion was balancing on an unburnt part of the branch trying to fish the 
bacon out of the frying pan with its paw. This was one of a large number of 
cats and kittens who made the kitchen their home and the floor their toilet.

Looking around the room I was aware of a slow drip, drip, coming from the 
ceiling in the corner of the kitchen. Pointing to it I enquired whether she had a 
leak in the water pipes. She replied ?no, it?s Fred?s bedroom and I can never 
get him to empty his piss pot!? She then went on to say that she hadn?t been 
feeling well and would like it very much if I sat down and had a cup of tea with 
her. I looked the around the kitchen and saw a chair covered by a stack of 
newspapers. I figured that if I removed a few copies I could sit on a clean 
surface, so agreed to sit down but refused the offer of tea.  Removing the top 
copies of papers I proceeded to sit. What I hadn?t noticed was that the chair only had three legs so instead of sitting down 
I fell face down on the floor ending up in the cat?s toilet. I quickly picked myself up, acted as if nothing had happened and 
made my way back to the police station for yet another change of uniform!

Policing Honiton & the villages in the 1970's and 80's 
provides a rich source of great stories. In this occasional 

series a retired rural bobby shares some memories.

Watch where you sit



WINDOWS 11 IS COMING
by Michaela Watkins (mwatkins.net)

I was going to talk about Microsoft Edge this month but my attention has been diverted by the 
surprise announcement of the up-coming Windows 11. I remember in 2015 Microsoft stating that 
Windows 10 would be the last ?numbered? version and that the update process had changed to 
deliver a more streamlined approach. This streamlined approach amounts to major updates in April 
and September with smaller, incremental updates in between. These updates have, especially in the 
early days, caused much anguish to many users.

Towards the end of June I noticed a mention of Windows 11 in a video on YouTube and my first instinct was that it was 
yet another internet joke. At that time the official Microsoft Windows blog had no confirmation and I was left wondering 
just how much of what I read was fact. I only had to wait a few days before Microsoft officially announced it. After 
watching an introductory video from Microsoft and reading, it became clear that this new Windows version is going to be 
very different.

Most of us are used to working across devices - our phones, tablets and laptops or home PC systems. This also means 
we adapt fairly well to different interfaces, mainly because they all contain familiar icons. Enter Windows 11 with a brand 
new start menu that may, to some, have a hint of Mac. As far as upgrading is concerned Microsoft stated that all 
Windows 10 users will be able to upgrade for free - STOP!

Yes, stop indeed, the upgrade route may not be that simple. At the moment Windows 10 runs on a wide range of 
hardware - there is one machine in my house that originally had Windows Vista and now runs Windows 10. So, while it is 
true that Windows 11 will support a wide range of devices, these devices need to meet certain hardware requirements - 
much of the old stuff may not. I?m not going to go into specifics here because Microsoft has already moved the goalposts 
once in the last ten days (as I write on 6 July). There is a link to Microsoft?s page from the article already published on my 
website; this will detail the latest thinking on system requirements.

Windows 10 is supported by Microsoft until 14th October 2025 so there is no rush. However, if you are buying a new 
Windows computer right now then it is worth checking that it will be (as far as you can) Windows 11 compliant. I have, this 
week, done precisely that for a customer who has spent a significant sum on a new machine and will expect it to last well 
past Windows 10?s 2025 demise. Generally I have always said that a new computer should last three to five years, that 
does not necessarily mean replace but more evaluate for maintenance, repair and upgrade then comparing costs with the 
costs of replacement.

More information can be found on my website at mwatkins.net.



Motiv-8 has been selected as a local 
specialist partner to deliver expert provision 
for the Government's new Restart Scheme 
in the East Devon area. Its coaches will 
work closely alongside each individual to 

get to know their aspirations, strengths and develop a 
personalised package of support, tailored to both 
individual and local need.

Support will include regular one-to-one coaching, 
pro-active job search including CVs and interview 
preparation, vocational qualifications and 24-hour access 
to an online portal packed full of job search resources, 
vacancies and e-learning. Each participant will also be 
offered immediate digital support to anyone who needs to 
build their digital skills by providing training, equipment 
and connectivity so they feel motivated to engage with 
online job search and related activities.

Established in 2013, Motiv-8 has been successfully 
delivering coaching and mentoring programmes across the 
UK to support those furthest from employment, released 
from prison, suffering with depression and anxiety or those 
who find themselves homeless.

The Restart Scheme is brand-new Government 
employment support that will help over a million people 
who have been out of work and claiming Universal Credit 
for at least 12 months to build confidence, skills and find 
work. It is part of the Government?s wider Plan for Jobs to 
help people who have lost their jobs as a result of 
COVID-19 to get back on the road to recovery.

Launched in July across the South West of England, 
Seetec Pluss and Motiv-8 will empower 106,000 people 
over the next four years to break down any barriers that 
might be holding them back from finding employment.  The 
scheme will provide up to 12 months help for each 
participant.

Motiv-8 will work closely with local government, local 
enterprise partnerships and employers, where it will 
integrate the Restart Scheme with existing employment 
provision to identify gaps, growth sectors and align 
services to emerging local need.

Ed Atter, CEO of 
Motiv-8 said, ?We 
are thrilled to be 
named as a 
delivery partner 
with Seetec Pluss 
for the Restart 
Scheme.  This 
scheme will make 
a huge difference 
to individuals, 
their families and the communities within East Devon.  We 
are particularly pleased to be opening a new delivery 
location at the Beehive in Honiton and our team will be 
raring to go when the first participants are referred in July.  
As a company which is based in East Devon, we look 
forward to supporting local people to move forward after 
such a challenging 18 months.?

MOTIV-8 AND THE RESTART SCHEME





CANINE MYTH BUSTERS!

Jude Davidson is an award winning dog walker and cat sitter who also loves writing dog blogs. She lives 
in Honiton with her cat Lunar and her dog Elsa and is the owner of Park Life Honiton which she started 5 
years ago. 

Jude has honed her walks into activities-based wilderness trails, designed for gun dogs to improve their 
focus, socialisation, general health and happiness in the beautiful Blackdown Hills. She provides top tip 
videos, lovely photography, stories and information to her customers so they can be part of the fun too.

To join the Park Life Wilderness Club or for more information

07427500766 or parklifehoniton@gmail.com

by Jude Davidson

There are a lot of old fashioned beliefs still circulating the dog owners' 
world based on incorrect and sometimes damaging information. Science 
and new research has come a long way in a very short period of time and 
it changes what the top dog professionals are taught and believe all the 
time. I can?t keep up sometimes! 

Unless you follow the latest information or get advice from a science 
based dog trainer, then you may not always gain the right knowledge - 
especially from well meaning dog owners. 

One of my customers had a situation with a dog owner with a very big dog 
who was frightening her very little dogs. She picked her dogs up because 
they were frightened, she was worried about the dog who had no recall 
and was being overbearing; the owner didn?t care that the dogs were 
panicking. The owner of the little dogs did the right thing! The lady with the 
big dog told her off for picking her little dogs up and told her that was the 
worst possible thing you could do. WRONG! you cannot train an emotion. 
If your dog is frightened it?s OK to protect them, give them attention if they 
want it and show them that you are there for them. Anyway, who would 
take advice from someone who can?t even control their own dog? 

Here are some other beliefs that I hear often that aren?t correct.

The Dominance Theory - A forty year old experiment based on unrelated 
wolves in a captive environment. Wolves aren?t dogs and have been 
separated by 20,000 years of evolution, selective breeding and 
environmental influences. The guy that wrote the paper spent years trying 
to retract it because he realised how damaging it might be, which it was. 

Leaving your dog alone when they are scared - When firework season 
kicks in a lot of dogs get very scared and there are many that believe that 
giving your dog attention may make things worse. If you are scared by 
something and someone helped you, would this make you worse? No, it 
wouldn?t. If your dog is worried, frightened or shaking it is OK to give them 
a fuss; you cannot reinforce an emotion but you can reinforce an action 
like barking or lunging. 

All dogs should be friendly - All dogs have different characters, life 
experiences and preferences. It would be like expecting all people to be 
friendly all the time. We are just not are we? We have bad days, bad 
experiences, bad habits or natural grumpiness and that?s OK. The best 
owners teach their dogs to avoid dogs they don?t know, ask if it?s OK for 
the dogs to play or meet and discourage their off-lead dogs from 
approaching on-lead dogs because it?s polite and good mannered. 
Expecting all dogs to be good is actually encouraging negative 
experiences and behaviours. 

Just let them get on with it - Dogs are dogs, let them sort it out! said by 
people that can?t train their dog or have any respect for other people's 
dogs. Would you let two toddlers fight each other or would you teach them 
how to behave around each other? A negative interaction between two 
dogs can take up to 72 hours to lower adrenaline and cortisone levels and 
it has a high chance of teaching a dog that it?s OK to react.





NEW PREMISES FOR APOTHESPA 
Apothespa Organic & Natural Skincare has brand new premises at 72 High Street, Honiton 
(the old Dimonds premises), having relocated from a little further down the road.

Having been affected like all High Street 'non essential' retail by multiple lockdowns, we 
were really excited when we found our new premises, which have been fully refurbished. 
The new premises give us more space and we plan to increase the stocklines we carry in 
Honiton, as well as introducing holistic beauty 
and wellness treatments.

Lisa Hosking (owner of Apothespa) said, 
?Obviously it has been a difficult 18 months 
for everyone and the most recent lockdown 
prompted us to push forward with a proposed 
plan to relocate to our new, larger premises.?

Apothespa is passionate about offering high 
quality organic and natural skin care with 

strong ethical and ecological values. It was started by Lisa as Aromatika in 
Devon in 2006 and is going from strength to strength, together with sister 
company the Devon Soap Company, and recently returned to Exeter; 
another East Devon location is soon to be announced.

Lisa continued, ?We have a number of people who have been messaging 
us about re-opening the store in Honiton and are looking forward to us 
re-starting our organic and natural beauty treatments.?

The products are hand-made, cruelty free and 100% vegetarian, mostly 
vegan. Our range includes core products like rose facial moisturiser as well 
as hand, foot and creams, such as our luxury frangipani hand butter oils 
and more. 

As well as being a beauty boutique, Apothespa operates high quality 
beauty treatments from its Day Spas at 4 locations in Exeter, Totnes, 
Teignmouth and Honiton.

Lisa went on to say ?All products are still hand made by myself which keeps me very busy, but being ?Hand Made in 
Devon? is a core USP for us. Of course all these products are also used in our day spa treatments.?

It is fabulous to hear about a Devon-based independent, which prides itself on being ethical too, doing so well in these 
otherwise troubling times.

Full details of products and treatments can be found at https://apothespa.co.uk/

Don't forget to send us your stories of how your 
business is doing as we leave restrictions



END OF AN ERA FOR HONITON DISTRICT NURSE KATE!
Catherine ?Kate? Leach currently works in Honiton Community Nursing Team, but will 
sadly be retiring in September after a long career. Her Nurse Manager, Louise 
Hemmens, met with her to reflect on her different experiences over the years.

Kate completed her nurse training from 1974-1977 at The Westminster Hospital in 
London. One of her memories of this period in her life was during this time there were 
IRA bombings and the 7-storey hospital building she was working in would shake.

After Kate qualified, she got her first post as a Staff Nurse in the Acute Admissions 
Department for Elderly Patients at The Derby City Hospital. She did this for eighteen 
months before she moved on to The Burton-on-Trent Hospital where she became a 
Ward Sister on the Trauma, Orthopaedics and Intensive Care Ward. She worked there 
until 1980 when she found her love for Community Nursing .

She originally started Community Nursing in Burton-on-Trent, where she was covering 
for staff who were on annual leave. By the end, she was the Nurse in Charge of the GP 
Practice and Community Nursing Team. Another part of her responsibility included 
working two to three nights a week on call.

Kate moved to Devon in 1988 and worked alongside the Honiton General Practitioner, David Ward, who started on the 
same day. Kate has remained in the Honiton Community Nursing Team ever since. She often reflects on how times have 
changed, as she explained that when she first worked in Jerrard Wing in Honiton Hospital, she was able to bring her 
children into work and they could play in one of the offices whilst she worked. She talked about the difference in 
technology back in the day, and remembers not having a phone and the impact of this.

Kate is looking forward to her retirement but will look back on her life as a District Nurse with fond memories. Kate said ?I 
have had lots of wonderful memories and experiences over the years. I will miss my colleagues and the patients so much, 
as I have spent so much of my time getting to know them and so see them as friends?.

Kate will be missed very much by her team, and by the people of Honiton. We wish her a wonderful retirement, she really 
deserves it.

Thank you Kate for all your hard work and commitment to the NHS for the past 47 years!



COMMUNITY NEWS
At the time of writing tis proper wet outside, in fact tis awful, however here we go for an update of what 
The Lions are up to.

On July 10th at The Golf Club we celebrated our make do Charter Anniversary and change over of club 
officers for the year 2021/22. As it happened all the club officers stayed the same as the previous year.  
We all had a good time with good food and good company.

Last month I reported The Lions were going to support the Creative Opportunities for Independence Group in King 
Street (C.O.F.I)  by supplying them with a drill/driver, sander, and jig saw. The biggest challenge was for us to build a 
purpose-made work bench with two vices.  Mark Dawkins of MCD Carpentry and Joinery at  Dunkeswell  and I made a 
trip to Blamphayne Sawmills to pick out suitable timber and return  to Mark's workshop. 

Mark designed and built the workbench with some skivvying 
by myself in about four days plus. On completion the smart 
new bench was transported from Dunkeswell to Honiton by 
Paul Richards of Paul Richards Motors on Heathpark. The 
end result you can see in the presentation photo. The staff 
and students were all delighted with the finished product. 
This will enable them to make more items to sell at their local 
stall.

The Lions Club would like to thank Mark Dawkins and Paul 
Richards for all their help and expertise.

By the time you have read this article our Classic Car Show 
on Honiton Market Charter Day will have taken place, 
(weather permitting). This year we were up to our limit of 100 
vehicles on the field with any profits going to local charities.

We are still around at various venues selling tickets for our Autumn Draw,  if you see us please stop and buy a ticket.

As always if you would like to find out more about Honiton Lions

 please give me Brian the Lion a call on 01404 43738.

The CUB
The CUB Building is not well known to some in Honiton, but for those who went to the 
Youth Club as youngsters, those who take their toddlers to Di?s group on a Tuesday and 
Thursday or those in the brilliant 729 Club, it is a place of fond memories.

Any minute now the building and woodland will no longer be in the ownership of Devon 
County Council, but will be owned by the community. Honiton Community Spaces 
[CUB] will be the official charity holding the Freehold.The Trustees of the charity are 
mostly users of the building or community representatives. We continue to be grateful to 
the Town Council for its continued financial support, but now is the moment to get into 
full fundraising mode.

The building is just past Honiton Community College and next to the LED Leisure 
Centre, and is a rather tired 50 year old building which needs a huge amount of work 

doing to it to make it a safe space for its users as well as new access ramps for the disabled groups.

The first task will be to remove the asbestos, which will take place at the beginning of the school holidays.Then we 
need to do some basic works to make the place welcoming and safe. We need to look at updating the lighting and 
heating and more extensive work to the walls, roof and windows.

We are presently launching a fundraising campaign for the new ramps and fire escapes. We have already had some 
amazing offers of help and materials from local companies, contractors and individuals, but there are years of work 
required to bring the whole site up to standard, so the more help we have, the quicker we can get cracking.

We have a very exciting vision for the future of the site with both indoor and outdoor facilities. The woodlands will open 
up a whole set of opportunities for the use of the site, and when we refurbish the building to connect more directly to 
the woodlands, it will transform the space.

The User Group has received a number of requests from new potential users, but we need firstly to do some basic 
works before being in a position to offer usable space. So please bear with us.

Contact us to see how you can help. Honiton Community Spaces (CUB )07947 951454 Charity Number 1192604



COMMUNITY NEWS
Rotary is made up of men and women from all walks of life. Members serve the community, 
raising funds and distributing it to others who need it, be it local or International. The group 
meets weekly on a Tuesday evening at 6.30pm via Zoom at present, hoping to go to regular 
meetings with a meal at Tumbling Weir, Ottery St Mary when Covid restrictions are lifted.

Our new Rotary year began on the 29th June 2021, once again being led by our President Max Barnish. We look 
forward to supporting local community groups in the coming year. 

If you need support financially or volunteers for an event, please contact us via email 
ottervalleyrotary@gmail.com

Honiton Show

We will be at the Honiton Show on 5th and 6th August.We look forward to meeting and talking with you.

Edmund (Flurry) Grierson

We supported Flurry with a grant just before the first lockdown began. In September 2020 he competed in the GB trials 
in the Lake District. Three solid performances saw him earn a place on the GB Team. After training incredibly hard to 
get to his first Junior World Orienteering Championships, the ?second wave? hit Turkey, leading to the race's 
postponement.

Following another long and tough period of solitary training he took part in the British Championships in May. Over the 
three days of racing he achieved 2nd, 2nd and 5th positions. These results secured a place on the GB Team for the 
Junior World Championships 2021, set to take place in Turkey in September.

We wish Flurry, who is studying architecture at University College London, lots of luck for the championships.

Join Rotary

If you enjoy serving your community, why not join Otter Valley Rotary? You would be made very welcome. For 
more information view our website: Otter Valley Rotary; you can also follow us onFacebook and Twitter.

Please contact Secretary Jim Cobley jamesgcobley@tiscali.co.uk

THG's Creative Cabin has been awarded Highly Commended in the Pandemic 
Pivot category of the 2021 Museums + Heritage Awards. Category winners and 
shortlistees highly commended by the judges received glowing acclaim during the 
livestreamed event hosted by journalist and broadcaster Samira Ahmed.

Central to the 2021 edition of the event was marking the achievements of 
organisations and individuals who had evidenced remarkable levels of ambition 
and resilience throughout the pandemic.

Maggie Appleton MBE, chief executive of the RAF Museum, who this year chaired 
the judging panel stated, "We have experienced some very tough times? but we 
have also seen extraordinary generosity, creativity, resilience and risk-taking. 
These awards celebrate those fabulous traits of our sector, and of the remarkable 
people that make it one which is such a joy to be part of."

Councillor Paul Arnott, Leader of East Devon District Council said, "We are really looking forward to opening our 
ambitious summer exhibition this August. We hope visitors will enjoy the diverse range of new works on display from 
50 London Group members, alongside works by Thelma Hulbert and previous London Group members. The exhibition 
marks an important research contribution into the life and work of Thelma Hulbert demonstrating her contribution to the 
history of British art in the last century. From painting, to sculpture, film to photography, art history lectures and 
workshops, we hope there will be something for everyone."

The Creative Cabin is out and about across East Devon this summer with a broad range of activities, projects, talks, 
films, performances and workshops which creatively explore our relationship to nature and the climate emergency.

THG's Creative Cabin Recognised in National Awards

Don't forget to let us know your community news - 

send your stories to 

honitonvillagenews@gmail.com



BOOK REVIEW
by Chris Doran

The Salt Path by Raynor Winn
We had a short break a few weeks ago in Looe and stayed quite close to the 
South West Coast Path. The 630 miles coastal pathway that snakes around the 
bays and inlets of Somerset, Devon, Cornwall and Dorset starts from Minehead 
and ends in Poole.

Many years ago, I read a very amusing little book called 500 mile walkies, by a 
young man called Mark Wallington; but it didn?t inspire me to take on the challenge 
of walking the path. However Raynor Winn and her husband Moth did read the 
book and take on the challenge, but in the most extraordinary difficult life-changing 
and traumatic circumstances.

In the mode of Forrest Gump, who kept running across the USA until he found his 
peace of mind, Raynor & Moth looked disaster in the face and just started walking, 
not knowing where it would end.

 Raynor, 56, and Moth, 58, lost everything they owned after a friend?s investment 
went wrong in 2013. They were mentally mangled by a tortuous judicial process 
that stripped them of their farm in North Wales and everything they possessed - 
but as they were reeling from that trauma, they also discovered that Moth had an 
incurable degenerative disease (CBD) which meant that his muscles would cease 
up, he would get dementia and lose some power of speech. As they were packing 
up their belongings in boxes, they came across 500 Mile Walkies, and the rest is 
history.

For their two university-based children, the whole idea of wild camping for 10, 12 
or 14 weeks in very inclement weather with a father who could hardly move his limbs was complete and utter madness - 
and by any normal human criteria, most folks would have suggested referral to a good psychotherapist.

There are a few memories I take away from the book. It made me feel eternally grateful that I was not drenched through 
to the skin every night while trying to negotiate a small tent and damp sleeping bag. Even when I was sitting in my warm 
lounge, I still somehow felt vaguely damp!

I was fascinated by the feeling that there was almost a special narrow strip of coast which was somehow detached from 
the rest of the country - and that this strip of coast had a magical connection to the sea and the rocks and wild salt surf.

Raynor and Moth had to stop telling people they were homeless because of the reaction from casual strangers, who 
wrongly assumed all sorts of things about them. Other walkers on the path were ?brothers in Rohan gear?; they were 
fellow travellers, but always in a hurry. Raynor and Moth on the other hand didn?t want to get anywhere quickly, because 
the end of the path would be either a dead end or a new beginning. However they were in no hurry to find out. Food, or 
the lack of it, was always an issue; I can only assume that pot noodles have a lot more nutrients in them than we think.

Of course, it ends well. There is this book, so Raynor became an accidental author. Moth was greatly helped by the 
extraordinary exertions on the walk and is still much more active than he would have been sitting at home.They occupy 
an old cider farm near Fowey.

Raynor would probably say that walking helped them leave the past behind and helped them not worry about the future; 
living in the moment is much better for your health.

Even weeks after reading the book I am still grateful for having warm dry sheets when I get into bed.
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COMMUNITY SCRAPBOOK

Lovely National Thank You Day spent at Devon 
County Show with Valerie Lloyd representing Honiton 
Carers Support Group in the Great Devon Parade as 
a thank you for our additional support in the 
community during Covid.

Honiton Carers would like to thank the community for 
supporting us throughout the year,  the volunteers 
who work tirelessly and of course our friends and 
members for joining in with everything we do.

Thank you also to Trip Community Transport for 
getting us there and back safely.

Bev Faulkner, House Manager at Abbeyfield Honiton recently 
completed a fun run with her grandson aged 9 months 
strapped into his buggy. She ran around Rockbeare and 
Cranbrook, achieving 5 km in 36 minutes. This sponsored 
event raised £276 which she was delighted to hand to 
Hospiscare.

Honiton Community Advice Service, the 
independent service providing free, confidential, 
impartial information and advice on a range of 
subjects including problems with benefits, debt and 
money, housing, employment, family and personal 
issues, consumer issues and immigration is 
available for weekly sessions on Monday mornings 
from 10am at Zest Cafe in Black Lion Court, 
Honiton. 

Sarah Lou Glover enjoyed a cream tea in the President's 
Suite at the Devon County Show where she was presented 
with the Prince of Wales (Devon) Award for her work with 
Parental Minds CIC.

The award was presented by Alistair Martin, the official 
Keeper of Records for the Duchy of Cornwall. Present also 
was the Lord-Lieutenant of Devon, David Fursdon.



Awliscombe -The Honiton Inn

Broadhembury - Post Office and Store - Drewe Arms

Buckerell - via Splatthayes

Churchinford -The York Inn

Combe Raleigh - Church of St Nicholas

Dalwood - Community Shop

Dunkeswell - Highfield Stores - Highfield Garage - 
Dunkeswell Airfield Heritage Centre (summer only) - 
Connetts Farm

Feniton - Spar Shop - Envious Creative Hair - Feniton 
Hair Stylists

Gittisham - Bus Stop - Combe Farm Shop - Combe 
Garden Centre

Honiton New Street -The Paper Shop - House of Hair 
- The Dental Surgery - Honiton Library - TRIP

Honiton Heathpark Industrial Estate - Army Surplus 
Depot

Honiton Lace Walk - Co-op - Carol Gilson's Stall

lHoniton High Street - Stitched-up! - Coffee #1 - Little 
Shop of Seasons - Alan Rowe - Hair NV - St Paul's 
Church - Allhallows Museum - Wine World - RKL - 
Pearl Nails ? 4 You from Me  - Shades - Lacemaker's 
Cafe - Park Life

Honiton - Tesco Stores - The Beehive - Thelma 
Hulbert Gallery - Hillside Garage (King Street)

Offwell - Windmill Garage

Payhembury - Community Shop - Sawmill

Plymtree - Community Shop

Smeatharpe - Highlands - Upottery Airfield Nissan 
Hut Heritage Centre (summer only)

Stockland - King's Arms - Telephone Box

Talaton - Community Shop

Upottery - Sidmouth Arms

Upton - delivered ex Payhembury

Weston - Heron Farm Shop

Wilmington - White Hart

Yarcombe - Village Hall

WHERE TO PICK UP YOUR COPY OF H&VN



COMBE GARDEN 
AD
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