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TIME TO TAKE A BREAK

Writing this in August should not feel like autumn - but somehow this year it  does. So it 
seems appropriate that this issue of Honiton & Village News covers not just one autumnal 
month but two as, due to a number of circumstances, it will not be possible for us to 
produce a separate magazine for October. We will however be back with you in late 
October with a November edition.

The one thing you can guarantee about August (unlike the weather) is that people will be 
away on holiday and you will notice that a number of your favourite contributors are missing 
this month - but have been well substituted by a range of interesting stories from across our 
area. 

Although the summer has not been what we would expect, and also considering that we 
are still worried about Covid, it is obvious that the people of Honiton and the villages have 
been busy - with lots of events happening, lots of clubs and societies beginning to meet 
again - and lots of things to celebrate. You will see from the pages of What's On that there 
is also a great deal to look forward to. 

The group of volunteers who work hard every month to bring you the local stories - and 
make sure that copies get out to every nook and cranny of our area free of charge - are 
determined that Honiton & Village News should have its community at its heart. We are 
grateful to the many people who contact us with their stories, news and events; if you 
haven't joined them yet, please don't hesitate - just email honitonvillagenews@gmail.com 
and we will do all we can to help.

With many thanks to you all - readers, distributors, contributors, advertisers. See you in 
November.



HONITON AS A FAIRTRADE TOWN - CAN YOU HELP?
A few years ago there was a move to make Honiton a Fairtrade Town, led by the 
late Tony Simpsonand there is now renewed and growing interest in re-starting 
the campaign. 

Building on the work of the past, a Steering Group of 6 people is now meeting 
regularly to put together an application to the Fairtrade Foundation to be 
registered as a Fairtrade Town (see our Facebook page honitonfairtrade for more 
information).

A Fairtrade Town is one that has made a commitment to supporting Fairtrade and 
using products with the Fairtrade mark. Everyone can play their part - from the 
local authority and businesses to schools and community groups. It is a way of 

saying we care about creating a fairer world trading system for everyone and sends a powerful message to 
companies and governments that can respond and make real change happen.

Fairtrade was created as an alternative approach to conventional international trade, focussing on farmers 
and workers in low income countries. It means that those who supply our coffee, cocoa, tea, sugar etc can 
earn a living from their crops without being exploited. It is about better prices, decent working conditions, fair 
terms of trade and a commitment to the environment that is just as important as social and economic justice.

Fairtrade producers also receive an extra 
payment, the Fairtrade Premium, to help them 
invest in and improve their working conditions and 
communities.

To qualify as a Fairtrade Town we have to fulfil 
certain conditions e.g. a certain number of 
businesses, retail and non retail, have to serve 
and/or stock Fairtrade goods.  We already have 
the support of the Town Council and a number of 
businesses and organisations.  All of this process 
of course takes time and energy!  

Would you like to be part of this?  Contact us 
on honitonfairtrade@gmail.com for more 

information.

We will be launching the campaign officially in the 
High Street, outside St Paul?s, on October 2nd. 
Please come and see us there and find out more 
about what it means to be a Fairtrade Town and 
how supporting Fairtrade can help build a better, 
fairer, more sustainable world for us all.

DID YOU KNOW?
The green, white and black Devon flag was chosen in a 

competition run by BBC Devon in 2003.  Although a 
relatively new flag, the colours are those traditionally 

associated with the county

The green is said to represent the colour of Devon hills; the 
black the windswept moors; the white the sea spray on 

Devon's two coastlines 

The flag has been dedicated to Saint Petroc who has 27 
churches dedicated to him in Devon as well as a number of 

villages such as Newton St Petroc.



by Chris Harwood

FROM THE HALFWAY INN TO AYLESBEARE AND BACK

Map OS Explorer 115 ? Exmouth & Sidmouth. 1:25000.    4.3 Miles

A leisurely short walk with no horrible hills. Parts of it can be slightly muddy following rain but nothing that a 
good pair of shoes cannot cope with. Great green lanes. Wonderful views and excellent off-road tracks. Small 

amount of walking on quiet lanes.

Chris, who lives in Talaton, has been a keen walker and mountaineer all his life, enjoying hikes throughout the UK and abroad. He 
has written 3 books describing the scenic wonders of East Devon, the Tale Valley and beyond. His informal and approachable style 
encourages all to get out and explore. "Great Walks in East Devon", "More Great Walks in East Devon" and "Great Walks around 
Ottery St Mary" are on sale at Talaton's Community Shop, Whimple Stores and the Curious Otter Bookshop in Ottery St Mary.

Travel from Ottery St Mary towards Exmouth and just before the Halfway Inn (at 
the junction of the A3052 and the B3180) (GR 048 906) park in the space on the 
right close to the signpost to Aylesbeare. This is not a layby but there is ample 
space beside the hedge. Take the Public Footpath out of your parking area, to 
the right, through a wooden gate and along a tarmac lane, passing the Mattocks 
on the left. This is a large property boasting a walled garden. Pass beside a 
number of buildings to where the track changes to a wonderful, slightly muddy 
path through trees and hedges. The worst parts are negotiated over little wooden 
plank bridges. Easy and really fun.

On meeting the road, cross over and take the Public Footpath off left on a tarmac 
surface, passing through farm buildings (Nutwalls Court). Move on into a 
wonderful tunnelled, stony track, passing over a stile into open pasture. The most 
wonderful views! Carry straight on, keeping the hedge on your right. Over 
another stile and keep straight on. With houses in view, take the gate out on to 
the road. Right along the road for a very few yards and look for the single 

wooden gate on your left on to the Public Footpath.

Follow the fenced path to the right for a very short way and then over the stile 
and follow the hedge on your left. More incredible views in front of you. Over 
the stile and straight across the open field towards the farm buildings. Maybe 
a few quiet beasts to negotiate and through the metal gate into the farm area 
and on to a track through the chicken farm. Now, look carefully as you move 
forward for the Public Footpath sign on the left, on a small wooden gate post 
just before the open barn. Immediately bear right following the edge of the 
barn on your right. Pass through a broken metal gate and out on to the road. 
Right here and, passing over the hopefully dry ford, uphill (fear not - a good 
bridge beside the ford in times of flood) passing Rosamondford House on your 
right.

Stay on this quiet and lovely lane for a very short way looking for the 
Rosamondford and Perkins Village sign on your right. (You will be looking at 
the back of the sign!) Just a few yards before that sign look for the Public 
Footpath up a few steps and over a stile on your right. Wander slightly diagonally left across the field to the left of two 

metal gates. Through here and follow the hedge on your right. Over the plank 
and stile and again follow the hedge on your right to the stile. Now, at the time of 
writing you would have to wander on a well-worn path through a field of maize 
but normally just wander more or less straight ahead to find an open gateway in 
the hedge. Here, wander to the right across to the church in the distance. Having 
passed through a couple of gates exit the field via a little gate beside the church. 
Worth a potter around the church and churchyard then out on to the road and 
move right uphill.

Bear right into Minchin Lane and follow this past numerous houses, bearing right 
until at a property named Pitt Meadow where you move left. Here, you leave the 
rather boring paved road and enter a narrow leafy track, following a meagre 
stream on your left. Move through Randlehayes Farm and out on to a lane. 
Follow this lane up to meet the road. Looks familiar? Indeed, we are back to 
where we started. Move left and cross the road to find the Public Footpath off to 
the right. Follow this all the way back to the car. Alas, at the time of writing the 
Halfway Inn is no longer in business!





A VIEW FROM THE HILLS
by Miranda Gudenian

Sirius rides the night sky. Do you feel a tad sluggish in early August, a sense of malaise? If you were living in ancient 
Rome a physician would explain that you are suffering from symptoms brought about by the Dog Days when Sirius, the 
biggest and brightest star in the constellation Canis Major, gets his head together with the sun to burn the Earth with such 
heat as to induce torpor or, worse, lunacy in man and beast. Well, not much tossing and turning in a stifling bedroom this 
damp British summer. Early August seemed more like autumn.

My wise friend Barbara has always maintained that autumn begins in early 
August. It?s the time when we Yarcombites hold our famous evening of Terrier 
Racing (please put next year?s date of 6th August in your diary).?Terriers? is the 
highlight of the village calendar and most of the community lend a helping 
hand; Barbara?s husband John was one of its founders nearly fifty years ago.It?s 
dimpsy as the last race finishes, dark by the time I leave the race field, the 
chatter of late drinkers at the bar and the rumpety-tump of music fading into the 
distance as I walk down the lane to the car park. Through the stillness the 
church clock strikes and I suddenly realise that something has changed, a chill 
has crept into the night air, a whisper that the year is turning towards 
Michaelmas and Harvest.

Always, first thing the following morning when I unlock the garden door, I find 
dew-spangled cobwebs - heralds of autumn, and even though the following 
days might be sultry-hot there?s a subtle change, a different smell in the air, a 
different look to the sky. To misquote Philip Larkin, autumn catches us in our 
summer wear.

But it didn?t catch our ancestors. They celebrated Lammas Day on 1st August, loaf-mass in medieval times, the day 
marking the beginning of harvest. The first grains were baked into a loaf and blessed, a Druid festival that became a 
Christian one. For them, early August marked the shift from summer to autumn.

Thanks to kind friends I have had no need to shop for vegetables these past few 
weeks. I miss Clive?s knock one afternoon but when I open the front door there?s 
harvest bounty waiting on the chair in the porch. Admittedly he didn?t bake a loaf 
to celebrate Lammas but he brought runner and broad beans, tomatoes, 
tayberries, freshly picked from his and Paula?s garden further down the valley. Jill 
arrives with blackcurrants and raspberries; George with beans and carrots. Then 
Clive returns with more produce, his note on the chair telling me that the 
tayberries were ?picked yesterday afternoon, best to eat them soon?. I need no 
encouragement and sit on the garden bench in the sunshine eating one after 
another until suddenly the punnet is empty.

I?m just licking the purple juice off my 
fingers when there?s the sound of a car 
pulling up in the lane. It?s Diana, bustling 
along the garden path with a basket of 
courgettes, potatoes, and the first 

?George Cave? and ?Discovery? apples from her orchard. She plonks the basket 
and herself on the bench beside me. She?s been making white currant jelly, she 
tells me, and left James asleep in his chair beside the Aga while she slipped out 
for a break.

We sit watching small copper butterflies sipping from the nectar-rich water mint I 
let grow among the roses; it isn?t as invasive as garden mint and easily pulled up 
if it threatens to overwhelm. High above in the blue-washed sky house martins 
are feeding their young on the wing. ?They?ll be on their way soon,? says Diana.

Sadness doesn?t have time to set in. ?What?s that?? Diana points to the edge of 
the lawn. We get up to look. I confess that my lawn does not resemble the 
greensward of Lord?s cricket ground - I cut the grass once a month and enjoy the abundance of wildlife that a woodlandy 
lawn brings. I hadn?t noticed the crop of field mushrooms that had popped up overnight.

Now, you have to be careful with fungi, obviously. But Diana is a botanist and knows her field mushroom from, say, a 
Satan?s Bolete or Deadly Webcap .My field mushrooms went home with her. She knew a place where to find more. What 
does she do with them? She and James sit at the kitchen table and peel them. Then with a darning needle and fine string 
Diana threads the mushrooms in lines, hangs the strings over the Aga for a few days until leathery-dry (you can put them 
in the airing cupboard) and packs them into large glass jars. Soaked well they plump up, ideal for soups and stews, but 
not for frying, she tells me, unlike the crop from my lawn which will be, with a nice bit of bacon for supper.





FABULOUS FOLIAGE
by Andrea Rye, Combe Garden Centre

As summer draws to an end and flowers finish, the evergreen and foliage plants in the garden take 
centre stage and provide interest throughout the autumn and winter months and, when spread 
throughout a garden, provide an essential backbone for the coldest months. Whilst evergreen shrubs 
are often seen as quite boring, there are many that stand out and look stunning - evergreen does not 
have to be boring. Equally, deciduous shrubs can give the garden unrivalled autumn colour before 
they drop their leaves and reveal their inscapes. Here are shrubs with beautiful foliage to consider.

Prunus Laurocerasus ?Marbled White?

I genuinely never thought that I would consider a cherry laurel interesting enough to write 
about but this variety is now one of my favourites! Laurels make excellent hedges and 
windbreaks, they are fast growing and not fussy about soil but let?s face it, they are pretty 
boring apart from their wonderfully scented flowers. Purnus ?Marbled White? however is quite 
gorgeous as its dark green, glossy leaves have the most delicate creamy white variegation and 
make a fantastic backdrop for dark leaved plants like acers or heucheras - or a stunning 
hedge. 

This variety is also not as vigorous and fast growing as normal cherry laurel so has the added 
benefit of not needing so much pruning. It will grow in practically any soil so long as it is not 
bone dry and will thrive in sun or part shade.

Rhaphiolepsis Indica ?Springtime?

Also known as Indian hawthorn, this is a lovely, medium sized evergreen shrub with mid green oval 
leaves and the new foliage is coppery in colour. Rhaphiolepsis ?Springtime? is frost hardy, has a 
compact rounded habit when mature and can reach 1 to 1.5 meters in height and spread after 10/20 
years but its nicest feature is the beautifully scented, cotton candy pink flowers which bloom in mid 
spring and early summer. 

If the season is warm enough this shrub will often repeat flower in autumn. They are not keen on clay 
but otherwise are not particular about soil and they do best in full sun away from cold winter winds. 
Rhaphiolepsis makes an excellent, stand-alone specimen plant or can be made into a hedge.

Weigela ?Rubidor?

Weigelas are old garden favourites that have a long flowering period and are easy to grow. 
They come in various colours but the variety ?Rubidor? is possibly the most stunning. This plant 
has golden yellow leaves that, when exposed to full sun, attain a sheen or shimmer that 
actually looks golden. It makes an excellent specimen shrub that grows large and attracts huge 
numbers of bees and other pollinators. 

Weigelas are also not fussy about soil, even clay, and will tolerate light shade. ?Rubidor? can 
reach a height and spread of 2 meters if left to its own devices but also responds well to 
pruning, which should be done after flowering. If you have a large space to fill try this variety 
planted with extra dark foliage like Heuchera ?Forever Purple? or the black grass Ophiopogon.

Euphorbia Mellifera

The honey spurge is a wonderfully architectural shrub and looks fantastic at all times of year. 
The green leaves have a hint of copper in them that looks fantastic next to silver or brown 
plants like Santolina or dark leaved sedums. This is definitely one of those plants that achieves 
a much better shape if it is allowed to grow without pruning, and has a denser habit if grown in 
full sun. 

Honey spurge is a Mediterranean plant that can get quite large, almost 2 meters in height and 
spread, and must have well drained soil to do well. If you have a sheltered spot in full sun and 
want a large shrub to fill it Euphorbia Mellifera is well worth a try, especially since in summer it 
is covered with deliciously fragrant flowers that fill a garden with the scent of honey.





BOOK REVIEW
by Jennie Sleeman

?Hamnet? by Maggie O?Farrell
When both of my book clubs nominated ?Hamnet? at the same time, 
I sensed that I ought to read it. If you want a pacey, complex, 
page-turner of a thriller, don?t choose this book. If you want a lyrical, 
sensual account of a family tragedy, do choose this.

It may not be an easy read, but rewarding novels rarely are.

Hamnet is the son of an unnamed Latin tutor and his wife, Agnes, a 
wild, nature-loving woman with an extraordinary sense of intuition. 
The events of the story take place in Stratford upon Avon during the 
Black Death, and finish in London, at the end of a performance of 
the tutor?s new play, ?Hamnet?.

O?Farrell entices the reader as a true storyteller does, with hints, promises, ?like a note tucked 
into a pocket?.

The novel covers the enduring themes of loss, suspicion, fear, pain and love. Agnes is wild, 
weird and unmarriageable, so is called ?this creature?, ?a sorcerer?, who bewitched the tutor 
into marriage. Her knowledge of herbal remedies both repels people and draws them to her 
for cures. The tutor is tormented by his violent father, who cannot understand or accept his 
son for what he is. Both Agnes and the tutor are considered to be different and therefore to be avoided or treated with 
suspicion. When the tutor returns from London and buys his wife and children one of the grander houses in Stratford, this 
is viewed with suspicion from the townspeople. How did he get the money? Was it fraudulent?

The plot is straightforward, but the power of the novel is in the effects of its language. O?Farrell describes Agnes? 
emotions the first time she met the tutor as ?dense patches, underground caves, rises and descents.? Comparisons are 
natural, of everyday objects: the tutor?s pupils are ?pale as unrisen dough in the light from the window.? Details are real, 
like the rival playhouse owner who released a bag of rats at the climax of the new play. Details are gruesome, like the 
description of the decaying human skulls stuck on poles by the Thames. Details are also sensual: the forest is ?dense, 
verdant. Crazily cross-stitched with brambles and ivy? so the reader can visualise the scene. In fact, the novel would make 
a powerful film as O?Farrell takes the reader from scene to scene, building suspense, adding tension. Sometimes the 
narrator steps back from the action, leaving the reader to watch the silent events.

The intense detail captures not just the sense of place, but the mood of the characters. We see and experience life 
through their sight, touch and smell. Agnes returns home after seeing her husband off to London: a simple action of 
walking back along the same streets, passing the same people doing the same things. Yet, the people, their actions, the 
buildings all seem different and strange this time, as though to convey Agnes?s anxiety and confusion. Colours are 
sharpened as in a film and convey his emotional torment when the tutor reads the letter sent from his sister to beg him to 
return home quickly as his daughter is dying of the Black Death.

The novel is not, though, simply a series of descriptions to be skimmed before reaching the next plot development. Much 
of it is pared down, objective and its power lies in this simplification. There is a fascinating section conveying something 
seemingly insignificant, but which has horrific results for the family. A flea jumps from a monkey in Venice and travels, 
leaping from host to host, until it reaches a little girl in Stratford upon Avon. A letter is sent from a girl in Stratford to her 
brother in London on a random, unpredictable route. All is chance. Nothing is certain.

The two most moving parts of the novel for me are the death of a little boy, and his mother?s first visit to a play in London. 
As the boy passes from this world, the reader enters the mind of the child at the same time as sharing the intense 
emotions of the desperate watching women. The boy ?takes his last breath. He draws it in, he lets it out. Then there is 
silence, stillness. Nothing more.? It is simple and heart-breaking.

Finally, his mother discovers that his father has given his new play the boy?s name. She is angry and confused, so sets off 
on horseback to London to see it for herself and to try to understand. The smells, the sights, the fights of the theatre are 
all captured, but it is the effect of two characters on the stage that have a mesmerising effect on her. They are a physical 
manifestation of her profound sense of loss.





THE SOUTHLEIGH FAIR
by Kate Baxter

The signs promoting the Southleigh Fair had been up for weeks and I 
was really excited about taking the children. We hadn't been before 
(we hadn't even to Southleigh!) but it isn't far from Honiton and so it 
seemed like a nice afternoon out. 

After a short drive to Southleigh, we all remarked how pretty the 
village was. Stewards were on the narrow lanes shepherding in the 
cars onto two enormous fields, stretching down to the fair. We weren't 
expecting it to be so busy! It was obvious people had travelled from 
far away to come along today.

 We paid our entry fee and walked into the fair, which was set up in a 
large open space. It had a ring of stalls and attractions around the 
outside and in the centre there was a ringed enclosure. As usual, 
Emily loved the excitement of something new and she enjoyed getting 
involved in the activities. She ran ahead and asked to go on the 
bouncy castle and then enjoyed looking at the calves. 

A local foxhunting group was in the arena. It was an impressive 
display with two beautiful black horses and a pack of excited white 
dogs. After a few minutes, the speaker over the tannoy invited 
children to come into the arena to race the dogs! We ran in to join the 
group and then tried to keep up with the dogs and other children as 
they ran across the field. Emily made it to the other side (with a bit of 

carrying from me!). After this we looked at the sheep, the jumble sale and the apple press with the donkey. There 
were lots of children here and it was a lovely atmosphere. Lottie, our dog, was enjoying meeting all the other dogs 
there and smelling the unfamiliar animals.

The sheepdogs were up next, cleverly herding some ducks. Emily was mesmerised by this and jumped at the 
chance to go into the arena with the other children for a closer look. It was great to be able to join in so many fun 
events!

But the best activity was yet to come...egg throwing! Offering a toddler a legitimate excuse to throw eggs at her 
mum or dad was bound to be very popular! Huge crowds descended on the poor lady distributing the eggs, and 
after paying our £2 we joined the line-up. I stood 
opposite Emily and tried to explain to throw it to 
me...gently! She did a great job. I managed to catch 
the egg three times, and then the lines got further and 
further apart. Fourth time was unlucky though as it 
splattered in my hands! I think this event was possibly 
the most fun she's ever had, and it certainly made 
walks in the countryside look rather dull. 
Unfortunately, she now keeps asking when we can do 
egg throwing again!

We finished off with a glass of beer in the marquee. 
The smell from the sausage stand was very tempting 
but unfortunately we had to get home for supper, and luckily we left before it started to rain. 

The Southleigh Fair was definitely one of the best things I've been to in the Honiton area, and we've already said 
we will definitely go again next year, when little Nancy will be able to join in the egg throwing!

Don't forget to let us know your favourite places and activities in 
the area. We'd love to share your story with others.

Contact honitonvillagenews@gmail.com



THE QUEEN'S GREEN CANOPY

As many of you are probably aware, next year is the Queen's Platinum Jubilee. To mark this 
remarkable milestone and to support the Queen's Green Canopy, Awliscombe & Weston Parish 
Council is offering each household in their parish up to three British native trees at no charge.

The Queen's Green Canopy (QGC) is a unique tree planting initiative created to mark Her Majesty's 
Platinum Jubilee next year which invites 
people from across the UK to "Plant a 
Tree for the Jubilee".

Everyone from individuals to Scout and Girl Guiding Groups, 
villages, cities, counties, schools and corporates are 
encouraged to play their part to enhance our environment by 
planting trees from October 2021, when the tree planting 
season begins, through to the end of the Jubilee year in 
2022.

With a focus on planting sustainably, the QGC will 
encourage the planting of trees to create a legacy in honour 
of The Queen's leadership of the Nation, which will benefit 
future generations.

As well as the planting of new trees, The Queen's Green 
Canopy will dedicate a network of 70 Ancient Woodlands 
across the UK and identify 70 Ancient Trees to celebrate Her 
Majesty's 70 years of service.

For more information 
visit:https://queensgreencanopy.org/



A MOO-VING AUCTION ROOM TALE
by Liz Chilcott

Our most recent auction culminated in the re-uniting of a 
painting of rare breed cows with the farmer who owned them.

The artist, Denise Manning, was commissioned in the late 
1980s by The Rare Breeds Survival Trust to capture all the 
rare farm breeds of the UK on canvas. The resulting collection 
was exhibited at RAMM in Exeter in collaboration with the 
Trust.

One of the paintings was ?Longhorns at Tregony?. Painted at a 
family farm in Tregony, Cornwall, where the farmer, John 
Warne, spent a day helping Denise. John judged the livestock 
five times at The Royal Agricultural Show at Stoneleigh and 
he, and his herd of Longhorns, had a sterling reputation in the 
world of agriculture; he was also President of his local Rare 
Breeds Survival Trust.

He really liked Denise?s finished work and was keen to buy it - 
but it was sold to someone else by mistake and he was bitterly disappointed to miss out.

But 30 years later, the cows eventually came home!

Interested in the history of the area where the family have farmed for many generations, one of John?s sons set up a 
search alert with www.the-saleroom.com to receive notifications when anything to do with Tregony is sold.

Chilcotts subscribes to the same service to ensure that bidders seeking specific items or areas of interest get notified; 
consequently, John?s son received an alert about the painting of the longhorns being included in our auction and the 
family decided to bid on it.

Happily, they were successful - we were thrilled when we heard the back story. Mr Warne is now 85 and retired from 
farming, but can still remember each of the cows in the painting, he is delighted to have his longhorns back!





BERTIE'S TRAINING TIPS
Hello! My name is Bertie and as a young Working Cocker 
Spaniel I am one very lucky pooch. I live in a beautiful valley 
near Honiton, and Hembury Fort is my castle.

There is not much at all to complain about with my life at Bertie 
HQ. All my needs are catered for very nicely thank you. My 
humans may believe otherwise by my thoughts are that I am a 
simple kind of soul with pretty basic requirements to keep me 
happy.

Over the 3 years of my life I have managed to train my humans 
into exactly what is required to make for a contented Bertie; 
mostly they get it right but sometimes there is required a bit of 
an update on the training regime; take feeding time for 
example;

Food should arrive in my bowl 3 times a day at exactly the 
same time each day. If there is a bit of slippage in the timing I 
have my ways of making it clear that there has been a 
malfunction in the food giving routine. Firstly, I seek out the 
nearest human and sit quietly staring at them, usually they 
somehow sense my eyes are boring down their way and this 

simple bit of training promotes them into action and off we go 
to the dog feeding station. If for some reason they are too 
preoccupied for the ?stare tactic? to work I move up a notch 
into ?nose nudging? to attract attention, it may be that this is 
accompanied by my brilliantly perfected ?pathetic whine?. The 
last line of attack requires me to chase around the room to get 
attention and then run to my bowl and give a ?woof?. I have to 
say it rarely gets to this but it is 100% successful when 
employed.

My other most basic need is for regular exercise and thankfully 
my humans never disappoint in this department. Recently we 
have enjoyed some amazing walks on the theme of Ancient 
Hill Forts. Hembury Fort is on my own manor of course and 
another regular is Lamberts Castle over Axminster Way. I have 
also enjoyed a good romp around the ramparts of Maiden 
Castle in Dorset and a few days ago we ended up in Wiltshire 
walking up a White Horse ? how cool is that!

As I am so good at this training lark I am wondering about 
setting up my own ?human training school? for fellow pooches 
to learn the ropes ? what do you think?



WILD HONITON

Will Jones is the Engagement & Participation Officer for Wild East Devon, who manage ten 
nature reserves across the district from Axminster to Exmouth including the award-winning 
Seaton Wetlands. They operate a thriving outdoor learning service and deliver great public events 
for all ages. The team deliver practical habitat management, provide a range of volunteering 
opportunities, deliver an inspiring educational service to schools and community groups as well 
as a programme of outdoor events to bring families closer to nature.

by Will Jones

Sat Nav Cattle

To make our conservation grazing as efficient and targeted as it 
possibly can be, we are adopting a new system to keep the cattle 
on our reserves without having to erect fences. The new collar 
system is particularly useful on our nature reserves near to 
Honiton where often any permanent fencing must be authorised 
by the Secretary of State and go through rigorous public 
consultation. This system does away with wire fences, using a 
GPS signal and training the cattle to respond to an audio prompt.

The collars emit a loud beep when the animal walks toward an 
invisible line created on computer software and governed by GPS 
technology. If the beep is ignored, the animal gets a small electric 
shock as it would from a traditional electric fence, and the bullock 
will turn away and soon remembers to not ignore the beep!

This means we can create grazing enclosures on sites as intricate 
and complex as necessary. From whole site, extensive grazing, to 
mob grazing or to carefully protect ground features such as birds? 
nests or reptile felts from trampling, this system is as sophisticated as it needs to be.

The one pressing need for this technology to work safely is for the cattle to remain calm and un-harassed by visitors or 
visitor dogs. If grazing animals are chased and in a state of agitation they could ignore the beep, ignore the shock and be 
on the wrong side of the virtual fence. Worse still, animals could be chased all the way into the road! So, we are asking all 
visitors to our reserves to keep their dogs under close control, preferably on a lead. Not only is this good for the cattle, it?s 
good for wildlife on the reserve too!

And for anyone concerned about what happens to cattle which do find themselves on the ?wrong? side of the boundary; 
their instinct to re-join the herd will bring them back to the correct location, and the system gives no beep and no shock to 
animals walking in the opposite direction.

DEVON AIR AMBULANCE 
Can you help Devon Air Ambulance?

Devon Air Ambulance needs a community of volunteers to keep its 19 
charity shops open and our helicopters flying.

The great thing about volunteering in our retail shops is that we have a 
role to suit everyone, whether you are young or older, an outgoing type or 
someone who likes to work behind the scenes.As with all volunteering 
roles, you can choose where, when and for how long you volunteer.

To find out more about your nearest shop and how you can help, 
please contact our Volunteer Manager Cara Jones on 
01392 304343 /c.jones@daat.org

Local Shop Locations: Budleigh Salterton, Exeter 
(Cowick St,  Heavitree & Topsham), Exmouth, Honiton, 
Sidmouth



Pond Skat er

WHAT'S ON

UpArt21 September 11th-19th                  

The Art Room @ The Sidmouth Arms, Upottery
The UpArt Pop up Gallery is back for a 2nd time in September showcasing a new collection of art, crafts, ceramics, 
jewellery, photography, sculptures all beautifully created by local talent and invited creators. Hosted in the Art Room 

at The Sidmouth Arms we will be open from September 11th for 1 week only.

We are a 'not for profit' local community event, giving up our time for free to support local artists and the 
local pub. We would love to see you, entrance is free and hopefully you will want to own a unique creation 
Opening hours 11-6pm every day. Phone number for enquiries 07542775955. Follow and like us on 
Instagram @up_art_21 and facebook @upart21

It?s wonderful to return to some sort of normality at The Beehive and great to see folk again after what seems an age. 
Lovely to welcome the Honiton Community Theatre Company back with their very successful production of ?Murdered 
to Death? and now we look forward to their October show which they will be auditioning for soon - plus our autumn 
offerings.

During September we currently have two long awaited live gigs with Phil Beer?s Solo show - with socially distanced 
seating - on Friday 17thSeptember and then Sound of the Sirens on Saurdayt 25th. There?s also the first of the 
National Theatre screened productions,the multi award winning Sondheim musical ?Follies? (12A) on Friday 10th 
September.It?s a fantastic show and I?d thoroughly recommend it? ? **** ?Unmissable. Razzmatazz, poignancy and 
cracking songs.? Daily Telegraph

Our second Meet me at the Beehive afternoon tea will be held on Wednesday 22nd September, very kindly 
sponsored by Honiton?s Tesco Community Fund - a lovely opportunity for folk to meet up, socialise and sample a bit of 
culture at the same time, whether it be story telling or some live music. Honiton?s dementia friendly, nostalgic cinema 
is going to be Meet me in St.Louis on Thursday 30th at 2pm followed by tea, biscuits and some friendly catch up!

We also eagerly await the announcement of the Royal Opera House season on the 7th of Sept when tickets will go on 
sale for the live & recorded screenings of their new productions.

Keep your eye on our website for more live events and films as they are announced and we thank you all for your 
continued support of your local venue.

Looking forward to seeing you soon, Wendy and the Beehive team.



WHAT'S ON

Devon Historic Churches Day 

Offwell

 Saturday 11th September
Offwell will celebrate  Devon Historic Churches 
Day in the morning of Saturday 11th 
September.

St. Mary?s Tower will be open in the morning 
with a trail for the children. 

Coffee and cake will be served in church.

Then why not stay on in the village and go to 
our wonderful Flower & Produce Show in the 
Village Hall in the afternoon?

Sidmouth Junction Ploughing Match

12th September from 10am

at Gittisham Farm, Gittisham, Honiton EX14 
3AX

with kind permission from the Hayman family

Entries welcome - Free 
admission for spectators - 

Food available all day - 
Raffle - Horse ploughing 

demonstration

Details from Phillip Gibbins 
sjploughing@gmail.com or 

07779 685858

Honiton & District Flower Club

Our next meeting is

Thursday 9th September at Offwell Village Hall 
at 2.15pm.

Ian Facey Mcleod, a NAFAS Area Demonstrator, 
will be presenting a Flower Arranging 

Demonstration.

Visitors are welcome £5

For more details contact 
greta.wildthing@btinternet.com



WHAT'S ON

This event is now in its 27th year and as usual a wide variety of 
gardens will be open within the parish. These will range in size 
from country house to cottage garden with meandering stream 
and include two new gardens. Usually help during the late May 
bank holiday, Covid has given us the opportunity to show the 
gardens in a new mellow way of the early autumn.

There will be a "Hunt the Hidden Object" in each garden 
specifically for the children to play and cream teas will be 
available in the Parish Hall. Plant sales will be available in 
some of the gardens.

Talaton Open Gardens Weekend
Saturday 11th and Sunday 12th September 2pm to 6pm

Entry £5.00, accompanied under 16s free

All proceeds to the Parish Church and Hall.

Pick up a map from church car park or any of the gardens.

To contact the organisers, phone: 01404 822864 or email:pamweston45@gmail.com

Devon CPRE, the local branch of the countryside charity, recently launched a new competition 
to find Devon's Best Young Landscape Artist 2021. Budding young artists up to the age of 18 
can now compete for the prestigious title, following a rebrand of the charity?s traditional painting 
competition for children. The contest allows the county?s under 18s to showcase their artistic 

skills - and win a cash prize - by capturing Devon?s unique and precious landscapes in the medium of their choice. The 
charity is delighted that accomplished Exeter-based painter Kath Hadden has agreed to help judge this year?s entries.

Devon CPRE Director Penny Mills says, ?Kath?s wonderful paintings are inspired by Devon?s coast and countryside, so 
she seemed the perfect choice to become a fellow judge. We?re thrilled she has agreed to help us. The standard of 
entries has been fantastic in previous years and we?re hoping to encourage even more young people to enter in 2021 
by raising the age limit to 18. We?re really looking forward to seeing what we?re sure will be some fantastic paintings 
and drawings capturing the natural beauty of Devon?s coast and countryside.?

Anything goes as far as the choice of landscape is concerned - as long as it?s in Devon. It could be a favourite beach 
or beauty spot, a local park or green space, somewhere visited on a day out or even the artist?s own garden. Last 
year, the standard of artwork was so high during Lockdown that Devon CPRE produced a calendar featuring some of 
the best paintings and drawings.

Penny adds, ?We have high hopes that this new competition will yield some stunning artwork and uniquely personal 
perspectives of Devon in all its summer glory. 
The competition is simple to enter with cash 
prizes for each age category. We?re looking 
forward to receiving lots of entries and 
collaborating with Kath.?

Full details of how to enter can be found 
on the Devon CPRE website. The deadline 
for entries has recently been extended to 

30th September.

www.cpredevon.org.uk/

devons-best-young-landscape-artist-2021/

Could you be Devon's Best Young Landscape Artist 2021?

Joint Winner KS2 Mannings Pit by Graciella 
Sillence-Dreyer (age 11) Pilton Bluecoat Academy 
Barnstaple

Joint Winner KS2 Bowerman's Nose on Dartmoor by 
Thomasin Manley-Frost (age 10) St Peter's Prep 
School Lympstone





In celebration of the return of Offwell?s Flower Show in September 2021, the village has just taken 
possession of a new, flower decked, Haycart. It is now nearly 20 years since the original Haycart 
first became a familiar and welcome feature as you approach the village in Ramsden Lane. Time 
and weather have taken their toll and the cart was in too poor a state for any repairs to be a feasible 
option.

In 2016 the Haycart won first prize in the ?Most Creative and Distinctive Planted Outdoor Space? 
category of the CPRE ?Our Outdoors? competition. It was also a major contributor to the village 
winning the CPRE ?Best Kept Village? award for past winners in 2008 and as runner-up in 2014. The 
decision to replace the cart was therefore an easy one.

With a generous grant from a local organisation and a contribution from Offwell Parish Council, the 
new Haycart was built by Mike Rowland & Son Wheelwrights from Colyton. A long established local 
business, Mike and his son Greg are currently the only father and son master wheelwrights in the 
world. The company also holds the Royal Appointment as wheelwrights and coach builders, 
charged with maintaining the Queen?s collection of carriages.

The wheelwright?s craft is amongst the oldest known to humanity 
and the Rowland family have been wheelwrights in Devon since at 
least the 1300?s when church records reveal that ?William Rowland 
of Uppotrie? made wheels for ?the great waggon? that transported 
stone from Beer Quarry Caves to build Exeter Cathedral.

Mike and Greg?s new young apprentice, Sam Phillips, made the 
Offwell wheels and was lead joiner on the Haycart bodywork, 
in-between time spent at his second apprenticeship with the 

Worshipful Company of Wheelwrights in London. The wheels have been engraved with 
?Offwell Village? and the Haycart was delivered to its home opposite Upper Lodge on a 
wet and windy day in late July.

A NEW HAYCART FOR OFFWELL
by Carol Hayes
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GOING "OPEN STUDIO-ING"
by Martin Long

After all the treats we have missed over the last year, it was a great relief to read last month that 
Devon Open Studios is up and running again this year. Taking place from September 11th to 26th, 
it is a wonderful opportunity for even people like me with zero artistic skill to meet and talk with a 
range of artists, and see them at work. And best of all is the joy of going ?open studio-ing?: 
walking or driving about with no particular plan in mind, but just using the brochure to seek out 
venues, which are often hidden down country lanes or in city side-streets.

Many is the time I have simply got on a bus or train, and headed to one of the many clusters of 
studio sites across the county, visiting what is at times a bewildering array of very different 
exhibitions. A favourite location of mine, for instance, is Topsham, where you can always be sure 

of a warm welcome from the exhibitors. One year I visited everything from a display of paintings of animals propped up on 
the armchairs in someone?s living room, to a garage full of sculptures made from driftwood found along the Exe Estuary.

I finished my visit with a walk down a side street to see the work on an artist who had spread out a range of large 
canvases throughout the house and all along the back garden. The evidence of her love of bright, vivid colours was 
evident in the paintings displayed in her living room, where the carpets had been lifted, exposing the bare floorboards, 
now daubed in paint, which had become a work of art in their own right.

Another favourite destination is Teignmouth, with its thriving artistic community. There are usually exhibitions by groups of 
artists in a pair of venues across the street from each other, down near the dock. You can stop and talk to each of the 
artists, watch as they work and listen as they happily discuss their techniques, their inspiration and their artistic vision.

Exeter has always been another great place for Open Studios. Most recently I spent 
an enjoyable day visiting a print maker in Heavitree, whose greeting cards have come 
in very handy for a range of occasions during lockdown. I also met a landscape painter 
near County Hall, who generously allowed me to look through his working notebooks 
as well as to see some of his work in progress, while we talked about how he enjoyed 
running workshops for local school children.

Less happy perhaps was my experience at one of the larger venues in Exeter: a 
community centre where an eclectic range of artists had set up their wares all over the 
building. We were invited to wander freely around, experiencing the art as we went, 
passing the offices and other spaces where people were carrying on their daily 

working lives.

This might have been an interesting way of viewing the art, had it not quickly 
become apparent that many of the people coming to the building were there for 
family therapy or counselling. Suddenly, rather than feeling like visitors to a 
genuinely unusual art gallery, I felt like an intruder and an interloper, something art 
should never make you feel.

To end on a happier note, sometimes visiting an Open Studio can be a truly 
inspiring and uplifting experience. To visit several years ago the studio of an old 
friend near Ottery St. Mary, and to see a large display of his work all at once, 
reminded me just what a hugely talented man he is, and the wonderful insights his 
work offers into the beautiful landscapes that surround us here in East Devon.

If you get the chance, do go ?open studio-ing? this month. You are sure of a few 
surprises, many delights and an opportunity to look behind the scenes at the 
creation of some fascinating art. Oh, and the artists would love you to buy 
something while you?re there!

Studios in our area

Dunkeswell - Sonia Mogford-Abbott (Painting)

Escot Park - Ann Bruford (Ceramics & Jewellery)

Honiton Pottery - Bud Hodson (Ceramics)

Old Feniton - Stitch, Pot & Paint

For full programme visit www.devonopenstudios.co.uk





Bits&Bobs is a new independent family run shop that has just opened in the old cofi 
shop at 112 High Street Honiton by former supermarket manager Nigel Swinburne from 
Bridport.

Nigel's aim is to offer real value to our customers on items that we all use in our every 
day lives. Products stocked in the shop range from microfibre cloths to tooth picks and 
sink plungers to cold drinks and there is always a drive to look for new things to stock - 
so If you think they have something missing then please let them know.

Nigel says of his new shop, "We decided to take the plunge and open in Honiton after 
looking at many other areas, as it was very obvious to us that the town was fully 
supportive of independent businesses. With many high streets suffering over the few 
years we are pleased to be able to open on one that is clearly bucking the trend and 

looks to have a good future ahead of it.

Opening a value homeware shop has been something we have wanted to do for a while so when an opportunity came 
after 23 years working for a major retailer we decided now was our time and here we are.

Opening the shop during a pandemic has brought a new set challenge but  ones  we aim to overcome and establish 
ourselves along with the other independently run shops in the town.

We look forward to welcoming you all to our shop and hope we have all the all the Bits&bobs you need!"

Bits&Bobs is open Monday to Friday 9 to 4-30 and 9-4 on a Saturday

WELCOME TO THE HIGH STREET

W A N T ED  U RGEN T LY
W or k in g scooter s 

W h eelch ai r s (m an u al  or  electr i c)

&  w alker s w i th  seats
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 T h e Joe Gi l son  M obi l i ty  Sch em e

 Please p h on e 0 140 4 43341



SHOULD YOU STOP USING GOOGLE CHROME?
by Michaela Watkins

It is currently the world?s most popular browser and has been around since 
2008. While it offers generally excellent compatibility and security with the 
majority of websites and online systems, it does have a cost - your data. If you 
are at all intent on keeping your searches out of the advertisers? hands then 
maybe you should consider changing!

There are other ways of keeping your stuff private, and when I say private, I 
mean your personal data not being used to present you with tailored marketing. 
It?s actually quite difficult in this information age. Consider search engine 
alternatives such as Mojeek (Mojeek.com) and DuckDuckGo - a quick trip to 
either website Inc. (duckduckgo.com) will have you up-to-speed in no time.

Basically, you can still use your browser of choice, just a little modification with 
one of these and you can browse for that dream car without being pestered with 

adverts. I should mention that this data use and adverts does not mean your account with Google or any other is at risk. 
When anyone signs up for a Gmail account there are various agreements to get through and flexibility here is offered. 
However, we really do not need Google Chrome although, if you like it and want it, then by all means have it.

Microsoft Edge that comes bundled with Windows 10 has evolved and now, in my opinion it provides little reason to have 
any other web browser on your computer. I?m not about to state any of the other reasons to just use Microsoft Edge but 
we know that Edge already handles pdf files and a host of tools for making your online experience better.

If one has a laptop with limited hard drive space such as some of the budget laptops with only 64Gb or 120Gb, it can be 
surprising to see how many gigabytes (Gb?s) of space is accommodated by a second browser, regular housekeeping can 
keep this in check. Google have, been clever by dropping hints that its Chrome browser is just what you really want. 
Watch a YouTube video in Edge and you may well see the hint that Chrome would be good for this too. I?m not against 
Google Chrome, I use it myself but I am using Edge for more than I used to and seeing how well it performs, it gets me 
thinking and wondering why I need anything else

More information can be found on my website at mwatkins.net





CLUBS & SOCIETIES
Honiton Running Club & Honiton Spinners

School benefits from Honiton clubs? joint Payhembury Duathlon

On 15 August Honiton Running Club and Honiton Spinners came together at the annual Payhembury Duathlon which 
consists of a 3.8 mile run followed by a 15 mile bike ride and finally a 2.4 mile run from Payhembury village hall. 

This was the first ?real? event the Running Club had hosted for some time due to the Covid restrictions. 

The weather was mostly dry and not too hot which was ideal for the runners and riders. There were 30 athletes 
comprising of 17 teams. either of a single person doing all 3 legs or 2/3 persons per team each doing the run or ride.

The winning team of Steve Davey (runs) and Julian Gigg (ride) in a time of 1:32:43 only entered the event 30 minutes 
before it started so the secret in winning may be being unprepared for doing it! 

Husband and wife team Ceri and Warren Oak won the mixed team prize in a time of 1:38:48 after coming back from 
walking in Snowdonia. 

David Hatfield-Shaw was the first male back to do all three legs in a time of 1:39:46 and Hannah Brown the first 
female back having done all 3 legs in a time of 1:47:40. 

Finally mother and daughter team Judy Davey and Jo Buxton won the ladies team in a time of 1:47:59.

Mention should also be made of Julian Gigg for the fastest ride around the route and Mike Mears for the fastest times 
in both runs.

There was much cake on offer to be consumed afterwards to refuel the athletes. Thanks go to Jennie Sleeman and 
Roger Saunders for organising the event and to Payhembury School for allowing their playground to be used as the 
transition area. All profits from this event will go to the school.

Honiton Garden Club
After over 18 months of not being able to meet, Honiton Garden Club had its first opportunity to get together again on 
the evening of Thursday 19 August.

Jeremy Wilson gave a very interesting talk about tea - and its origins. He also brought along may plants which gave 
members an opportunity to replenish their stock - gardeners know you can never have too many plants!

The Club would particularly like to thank The Beehive for all its help and support to make sure that this popular local 
club was able to meet.

Our next meeting will be on 16 September - why not come along and 
join us?

Contat Julia on 01404 548709 for more details



CLUBS & SOCIETIES
Honiton Carers Support Group 

We celebrated our first session back indoors at the end of July with a cream tea and brilliant 
entertainment by Cameron Lemmer, everyone's favourite local crooner. We took the opportunity to 
sing Happy Birthday to longstanding carer Angela Bea and presented her with a cake.  A second 
birthday celebrated a couple of days earlier by carer Janice Sharman was also acknowledged and 
Happy Birthday was sung once more. The carers joined in with Cameron Lemmer's singing and 
some decided to go on the floor for a swing around, even with some rock and roll thrown in. What a 
fabulous party atmosphere there was with everyone thrilled to be back together again.

We would like to thank all our wonderful volunteers who worked tireless through the afternoon to make it go as 
smoothly as possible and Julie Spiller who made the beautiful floral table decorations which were later raffled much to 
the delight of the attendants.

We were back in the Methodist Church on Wednesday 11th August for our first post Covid workshop. Julie returned to 
give us a lovely session on floral table decorations. Julie gave a short talk about her collection of silks which used to 
come with the purchase of cigarettes in the distant past. She also had a men?s pocket cigarette tin and another tin 
which used to be on display in hotels having cigarettes and the silks available to their guests. These beautiful silks and 
tins were all handed around for everyone to see.

Julie started the arrangement making by passing previously prepared pots around to everyone and explained how to 
best create a nice display. The flowers were then passed around a few at the time, for everyone to gradually make 
their own display. Julie finally attended to everyone individually and assisted with making the displays look balanced 
and more professional. The final results were really breathtaking.

Honiton Carers will continue to meet indoors on the second Wednesday of every month at The 
Methodist Church and the fourth Wednesday of each month at The Studio at Awliscombe. We will 
continue to meet outdoors on the first, third and (when it arises on the fifth) Wednesday of each 

month at The Kitchen at The Combe Garden Centre.

For more information about the Carers Group please contact Winnie Cameron on 07974 636926 or 
email Winniekjaer@btinternet.com

Well yer us be in September and all is well!

Despite the weather we had a good day at Honiton Market Charter Day with our Classic Car Show - 
thanks to all who entered, including the tractors and bikes. We had joint winners of best car in the show 

which was judged by Stuart Manvell of 
SCS Porsche and Paul Richards from 
Paul Richards Motors. The Winners were 
Julian Gigg with his Jag and Bill Flay with 
his RS2000.

Our lovely ladies had a plant and jewellery 
stall which I am pleased to say raised in 
excess of £200.  £65 worth of draw tickets 
were also sold on the day.

We were pleased to be joined this year by 
The Blood Bikers who not only helped us 
erect and dismantle the barriers but gave 
us their good company!

Membership

I am pleased to say that one of our ex Lions has decided to re-join us as well as a 
member of the Blood Bikers.

If you would like to find out more about how to becoming a Lion and helping the 
community please give me Brian the Lion a call on 01404 43738



CLUBS & SOCIETIES
Rotary is made up of men 
and women from all walks 
of life. Members serve the 
community, raising funds 
and distributing it to others 

who need it, be it local or International. The group meets 
weekly on a Tuesday evening at The Tumbling Weir in 
Ottery St Mary at 7pm; we are continuing hybrid Zoom 
meetings for our members who prefer not to socialise in 
bigger groups at this time.

New Rotary Year - A new Rotary year was marked on 
6th July 2021 with our first face to face meeting since 
lockdown in March 2020. President Dr Max Barnish 
continues as President with Vice President David Incoll. 
Max thanked all Otter Valley Rotarians for the way they 
had adapted to Zoom meetings, allowing the club to 
meet weekly online and continue to raise and donate 
funds to much needed charities

Honiton Show - Our hardy members braved the weather 
on the 5th and 6th August managing the car parks and 
providing wrist bands to keep children safe if they got 
lost. It's fair to say they were drenched from the awful 
rain that fell on the Thursday - but dried out enough to do 

it all again on the Friday. Unfortunately our numbers 
were reduced this year due to the ?pingdemic? causing a 
number of our members to self isolate. We look forward 
to next year's show hopefully in normal times.

Community Raffle - There is still time to get some raffle 
tickets for your charity, school, local group or club - at no 
cost to the group, Otter Valley supplies the raffle tickets, 
with your own logo on. Top prize of £1,000. The cost of a 
ticket is £1 - your organisation keeps 90p from every 
ticket sold. An easy way for you to raise funds. If you 
would like to be part of this, please contact Otter Valley 
Rotarian Mike Huxtable via email 
mthuxtable@aol.com. He will be happy to guide you 
through the process.

Join Rotary

If you enjoy serving your community, why not join Otter 
Valley Rotary? You would be made very welcome. For 
more information view our Website:Otter Valley Rotary; 

you can also follow us on Facebook and Twitter.

Please contact Secretary Jim Cobley 
jamesgcobley@tiscali.co.uk

Honiton Camera Club
It?s been a year of opportunity for photographers to record one of the most important non war-time challenges the 
country has ever faced. Although lock down had dominated most of the last year's headlines, Honiton Camera Club 
has adapted and members have been rewarded for their creativity and persistence in difficult times. Competitions 
have continued, albeit on a social platform rather than in person.

The club is affiliated to the Western Countries PhotographicFederation (WCPF) who run competitions during the year, 
which all clubs within the region are able to participate in.

The Kingswood Salver was a great success with the club entry being awarded 
Commended for our panel of 5 images "The New Normal" and Andy McGarty being 
awarded a Commended for his image ?Chat and Set" which was takenin a Honiton 
hairdressers.

The WCPF members Print Exhibition 2020 (judging 
delayed from 2020) was also a success with Lycia 
Moore having two images selected and Lycia also 

had a mention in the Knightshayes Trophy.

Dave Withey and Lynda Piper had digital images accepted in the 
WCPF 2021 Members exhibition.

Since restrictions were eased in Mid July the club has been able to join in with Honiton Charter day 
with a stand on Allhallows Field.

Nick Boggan even fought the mud at the Honiton Show to capture the fun of the show despite the 
challenging conditions.

The club season resumes in September meeting bi-weekly in Honiton Methodist Church on a 
Friday evening (fingers crossed we can have a face to face meet this year). If you would like 
to find out more about the club or our very friendly members feel free to contact us via 
Facebook (Honiton Camera Club) or our website http://honitoncamera.club/contact/.

Purple Rising

The Flatiron Building, New York City



THANK YOU MEN'S SHED & LEAGUE OF FRIENDS

The Men?s Shed have been busy refurbishing all the benches on the hospital site so 
that staff can enjoy them now the nice weather is hopefully with us. Honiton League of 
Friends have also very generously funded some more benches so staff can enjoy the 
outdoor space!

The Men?s Shed have done such a wonderful job of restoring the benches on the site 
and staff have already started to enjoy getting use out of them! Health and Wellbeing 
Staff Champions, Caroline Biggs and Jessica Birks, recently co-hosted two socially 
distanced Afternoon Teas with Honiton League of Friends on the Hospital grounds, to 
introduce the new benches to staff.  ?We want to say a huge thank you to The Men?s 
Shed for the work they have done ? I can?t believe they are the same benches!? says 
Jess. 

The Afternoon Tea also gave staff the opportunity to meet the Honiton League of 
Friends and enjoy some cakes kindly made by Julie Courtney, which the League of 
Friends funded as well!

"It has been brilliant to link in with the Honiton League of Friends to promote staff 
wellbeing," says Caroline. "We want to say a huge thank you to all of the Friends and 
we look forward to working with them more moving forward - it?s exciting to know we 
already have ideas for future events in the pipeline!"

"The Friends of Honiton Hospital have always recognised the importance of staff 
health and wellbeing," says Heather Penwarden, Chairman of the League of Friends. 
?We are extremely grateful to them all for keeping going through the most challenging 
of times and we have been very happy to show our gratitude in these little ways with 
organising the benches to be renovated, sprucing up the patio and providing the all 
important cake.  We hope it will not be too long before our volunteers will be back in 
the foyer welcoming visitors to the hospital with cheery greeting and a friendly smile."

INDOOR TRAIN JOURNEY TO SEASIDE FOR RESIDENTS
At HC-One?s residential, nursing and dementia care home, Gittisham Hill House, everyone has been 
demonstrating fantastic teamwork and getting involved in fun activities for the ?Summer Holidays? 
month. Residents have enjoyed a variety of fun activities at the home, which were centred around 
the holiday theme.

Colleagues have been supporting reminiscence by the use of props and fun activities to really help residents recall some 
of their adventures and re-live some of their past experiences.

The home?s Maintenance Officer, Chris, goes above and beyond to support residents and frequently gets involved. On 
this occasion, he was able to drive the bus while the ladies leisurely enjoyed their ice 
creams! 

When residents reached their destination, they played fairground games like 
?hook-a-duck? and sang old Cliff Richard songs from times gone by.  A great afternoon 
was enjoyed by all in the home.

Chris commented, ?I never expected I would be driving our residents virtually to the beach 
when I started in post!?

Julia Heneker, Care Home Manager, remarked, ?I feel very proud of how far the team 
have come in a short space of time.  Colleagues work really well together to support each 
other and draw upon their various skills to help provide the very best care to our residents 
which is so very rewarding to be part of this.?





Talaton Garden & Produce Association Annual Show 2021
Well, neither the rain nor Covid could not stop a good thing! The Show went ahead on 
Saturday 7th August - and it went well with a wonderful display of vegetables and 
flowers. Considering the weather lately it?s difficult to know where the beans, tomatoes, 
courgettes? . all came from. As for the flowers in their various forms - buttonholes, pots, 
wine glasses and less than three-inch presentations, they were marvellous. As usual 
the children?s? entries were brilliant, and it was surprising to see just how many potatoes 
could emerge from a bucket that started with one seed potato! Who needs fields when 
you have buckets?

The overall men?s winner was Alan Franklin whilst the overall ladies' winner was Pam 
Weston. The overall children?s winner, receiving the Keith West Memorial Cup, was 
Abigail Wheeler. The winner of the Oak Cup (8-16 year olds) was Jodie Wright and the 
Acorn Cup( 0-7 year olds) went to Lottie Roddy. The magical potato producer was Jodie 
Wright. Finally, by public vote, the Best Arrangement in a Wine Glass was won by 
Nickie Bitschi with Sue Harwood a close second.

Unfortunately, because of the Covid situation, it was not felt possible to host the usual 
Cream Teas and Prize Draw, so the Show lacked some of its usual social camaraderie 
but next year hopefully - back to normal. The children?s presentations were made on the 
day but this year the adult awards will be made at the AGM of the Association in 
November.

If you read this and reside in the Talaton Parish have a think about joining the 
Association. If you don?t live in the Parish, well, just come along to the next Show or to 
hear the speaker at the AGM .

WHAT A SUMMER WE'VE HAD

Gate to Plate
A big turnout at Honiton Gate to Plate brought a real buzz to the High 
Street which hosted over 50 local food & drink producers plus sponsors 
Jurassic Fibre, strolling entertainers and music from Court Productions 
outside Honiton Family Church from 10am until 4pm.

Head of Sparkle, Sarah Milner Simonds, said, "This was our first year 
delivering Honiton Gate to Plate and it was wonderful to have such a  
great turnout. The feedback from native businesses was that their tills 
were ringing all day and that this was the busiest the High Street had 
been since lockdowns began in Spring 2020. We had 11 cancellations 
in the days running up to the event due to pings from Track and Trace - 
which meant we had a few gaps on the day, but we know that the 
producers who were able to trade had lots of great conversations and 
sales. We are sorry that some sold out early in the day - but we think 
the dire weather forecast meant people came early to beat the 
forecasted rain.
It was great hearing from visitors how they had invited friends and family 
to join them for the weekend and how they love having a festival on 
their doorstep. We want to be a good neighbour and we extend our 
thanks to those who live and work in the town centre for their warm 
welcome and encouragement."

Head of SpreadSheets, Bev Milner Simonds, added, "It was really nice 
to work alongside the old and new market managers, the Town Council 
and Chamber to deliver this event. We will be on the hunt and 
encouraging more Devon and Dorset producers to apply to trade in 
2022 - we open for applications in early November and offer a lot of 
support for businesses who are new to market trading.

We were so pleased we dodged the weather that was forecast and it 
was wonderful to see the High Street full of smiling faces, wagging tales 
topped with blue skies.

Thank you Honiton and see you on Saturday 20 August 2022."



WHAT A SUMMER WE'VE HAD
Honiton Hot Pennies 800th Celebration

With last year having to be cancelled the committee 
were determined not only to mark the 800th Charter but 
also to make this historic event one that people would 
remember.

We would like to record our appreciation to everyone 
who has been involved in keeping this ancient and 
colourful custom alive.  In particular our Secretary & 
Treasurer Lyn Hargood and of course our wonderful 
Town Cryer; Dave Retter and his a band of ?helpers? ? 
Anne and Desmond Coombe and both Jason and 
Nathan Hannay. Also to our sponsors, Devon County 
Council, Honiton Town Council, Beviss & Beckinsale 
and Tesco, the various hostelries and businesses, 
Committee Members past and present including Vernon 
Whitlock, Tony McCollum and Duncan Sheridan-Shaw. To the Honiton 
Freewheelers for all their help, Community Police Officers and of course to the 
men, women and children of all ages who maintain their enthusiasm each and 
every year.

We really appreciated the effort that went into the shop window displays and the 
wonderful children?s Gloved Pole competition (all were worthy of winning) and 
finally to The Beehive for hosting us and helping Wendy with her visual tribute to 
history of the ceremony, and to Cathy McCollum for her wonderful celebration 
cake. 

Such support each year ensures the Honiton Hot Pennies Ceremony continues to 
be the unique and memorable occasion it has for so many generations.

 

Chilcotts Auctioneers 
sponsored Honiton Band to 

entertain the crowds at a very 
wet Honiton Show

Honiton Show
Despite the wet weather, many people 
turned out to support Honiton Show, 
which this year was held over two 
days. 

Special thanks to Tom 
Hedger who, realising that 
the Market Manager had 
resigned and help was 
needed on Honiton Market, 
stepped up and volunteered 
to do the job until a 
replacement could be found.

Three days a week, getting 
up at 05.30, starting work at 
06.15, in all weathers, 
quietly setting up the High 
Street for the marketeers, he 
still found time to help our 
excellent Town Cryer, Dave 
Retter, to set the roads up 
for Hot Pennies Day.  

Thanks Tom Photographs other than of Honiton Band 
and Chilcotts Auctioneers by Nick Boggan 



 WHAT A SUMMER WE'VE HAD
Charter Day

The organisers of Honiton Market Charter Day have sent a heartfelt 
thank you to the people of the town for their massive support of this 
year?s event. They also thanked the many community groups who put 
up stalls either in Northcote Lane or on Allhallows.

The programme of events was the biggest yet, including a successful 
car boot sale. And those selling refreshments did a roaring trade, at 
least between the heavy showers of rain.

On the field, the crowd was kept enthralled by a fascinating falconry 
display from David Buncle. And the display of classic cars attracted a 

large audience, although the 
parade of cars through the 
High Street had to be 
cancelled.

The Chairman of the 
organisers, Terry Darrant, said: ?I was amazed at how the event seemed to 
shrug off the bad weather. The number of people there was beyond 
anything we anticipated. It was almost as if Charter Day were a 'reunion day' 
after eighteen months of miserable social restrictions.?

It was later announced that the event had raised a wonderful £1150 for 
Honiton Memory Cafe.

Honiton Carers had a busy day when they 
braved the weather and spent the day at The 
Allhallows Playing Field celebrating Honiton 
Charter Day. We met so many lovely new and 
old friends and it was unbelievable to see the 
brilliant turn out despite the weather which must 
have put some people off. We would like to thank 
everyone who visited our stand for their support. 
We would also like to say a huge thank you to 
our brave volunteers who gave up their precious 
time yet again to spend time on our stand.

Photos other than of Honiton Carers

by David Smyth



WHERE TO PICK UP YOUR COPY OF H&VN
Awliscombe -The Honiton Inn

Broadhembury - Post Office and Store - Drewe 
Arms

Buckerell - via Splatthayes

Churchinford -The York Inn

Combe Raleigh - Village Hall Telephone Box

Dalwood - Community Shop

Dunkeswell - Highfield Stores - Highfield 
Garage - Dunkeswell Airfield Heritage Centre 
(summer only) - Connetts Farm

Feniton - Spar Shop - Envious Creative Hair - 
Feniton Hair Stylists

Gittisham - Bus Stop - Combe Farm Shop - 
Combe Garden Centre

Honiton New Street -The Paper Shop - House 
of Hair - The Dental Surgery - Honiton Library - 
TRIP

Honiton Heathpark Industrial Estate - Army 
Surplus Depot

Honiton Lace Walk - Co-op - Carol Gilson's 
Stall

Honiton High Street - Stitched-up! - Coffee #1 - 
Little Shop of Seasons - Alan Rowe - Hair NV - 
St Paul's Church - Allhallows Museum - Wine 
World - RKL - Pearl Nails ? 4 You from Me  - 
Shades - Lacemaker's Cafe - Park Life

Honiton - Tesco Stores - The Beehive - Thelma 
Hulbert Gallery - Hillside Garage (King Street)

Offwell - Windmill Garage

Payhembury - Community Shop - Sawmill

Plymtree - Community Shop

Smeatharpe - Highlands - Upottery Airfield 
Nissan Hut Heritage Centre (summer only)

Stockland - King's Arms - Telephone Box

Talaton - Community Shop

Upottery - Sidmouth Arms

Upton - delivered ex Payhembury

Weston - Heron Farm Shop

Wilmington - White Hart

Yarcombe - Village Hall
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