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WE WILL REMEMBER THEM

Cover photograph by Vernon Whitlock

by John Russell

As the civilian Skipper of a Blue Star luxury liner, it may seem strange that the 
Captain's name, W.E. Moulton, should be inscribed on the war memorial in 
Broadhembury. And yet his name features there amongst the village fallen of two 
world wars. His is a fascinating but at the same time tragic story. His ship, the 
Arandora Star, plied mainly between Britain and numerous exotic ports for the 
wealthy set in the 1930s. She was also one of the first refrigerated vessels bringing 
meat to Britain.

When war broke out in 1939 the ship was on her way home across the Atlantic. 
She was ordered to western France to pick up British expatriates wishing to escape 
France, as well as British Army personnel retreating from the German invasion. 
Captain Moulton took as many passengers on board as possible and then sped 
home, zig-zagging his ship out of trouble from German bombs. These were the 
early days of the war and virtually overnight the Arandora Star had assumed 
military status. Her next task was to take Allied troops to Norway to deal with the 
German invasion there. Later, when the mission was abandoned, she brought the 
survivors back to the UK.

Meanwhile, Winston Churchill, the Prime Minister, fearing an imminent invasion of 
home territory, ordered the rounding up of enemy aliens in Britain. "Collar the lot" 
he demanded and many Italians, and some Germans and Austrians, were sent to 
Liverpool en route to internment in Canada. The Arandora Star was appointed the 
vessel to take them and she left port for St John's, Newfoundland, on 1 July 1940. 

The majority of the Italians were restauranteurs, chefs and waiters. Only 20 percent of the aliens were estimated by 
the security servies to be potentially dangerous but there had simply been no time to identify them individually. Apart 
from the ship's crew and the aliens, a mixed military unit had guarding responsibilities.

Gunther Priem was one of Germany's ace U-boat commanders. Six months earlier he had daringly penetrated the 
defences at Scapa Flow to sink HMS Royal Oak, for which Hitler had personally invested him with the RItterkreuz. He 
was making his way back to his base in Wilmhelmshaven after a successful cruise in the Atlantic when he spotted the 
Arandora Star just north of Donegal. Taking the ship for a military vessel, he unleashed his last torpedo and struck the 
liner amidships. He then continued to Germany (but he and his crew were depth-charged to destruction less than a 
year later). Accuracy is difficult but sources state that at least 805 lives of aliens, crew and soldiers were lost from the 
Arandora Star.

Captain Moulton remained on his bridge directing rescue operations until his ship slipped beneath the surface. He is 
named on the Broadhembury War Memorial because he and his wife lived in the village. All those who lost their lives 
on that day, regardless of nationality, should be remembered on 11 November as victims of war.





THE RAMBLINGS OF GERTIE FROM GITTISHAM

I do find life is getting rather complicated for this old 
countrywoman as I ponder the changing ways of rural 
life.These days I simply can?t do right for doing wrong. 
Even such a simple task as disposing of garden rubbish is 
now fraught with indecision. 

Yet, embedded in my bones, lies an affinity with the ways 
village life used to be, when nobody had two pennies to 
rub together and enjoyment had to made through one?s 
own imagination and ingenuity. The villagers lived close to 
nature and nature could be grim and melancholy - and so, 
to combat these hardships, as children we made our own 
fun. No matter what wind and weather was afoot our 
mothers turfed us out of our homes, so that they could get 
on with the never ending round of chores, which were 
carried out with barely any electrical device, mainly 
because no-one had any electricity anyway.

I remember the excitement and anticipation of the 
half-term school holiday leading up to the month of 
November. The week was spent planning and executing 
preparations for a bonfire to commemorate Guy Fawkes 
and his involvement with the gunpowder plot. Oh! How we 
loved going door-to-door around Buckerell with Treaslake 
Farm?s milk churn trolley, collecting piles of old 
newspapers for our bonfire to be built in Stan Wright?s pit. 
And then on Wednesday, the making of the Guy and then 
once more the door-to-door knocking, with the chant, 
?Penny for the Guy?. the old cocoa tin got heavier and 
heavier as our labours were rewarded by those with barely 
a penny to spare on their own groceries, let alone giving 
with kindly tolerance to a group of raggle-taggle kids, 
shamelessly begging for money to purchase fireworks, 
which we would later send whizzing and banging over their 
garden walls. 

To this end, I recall old Millie Sparks sparing us a sixpence 

as she peered closely and knowingly at our Guy Fawkes, 
whose eyes behind the mask gleamed mischievously back 
at her. The old turnip head just would not stay attached to 
the body so, in exasperation, Brian, Roger, Ruth, Gwen 
and I had agreed that Roger should swap his clothes for 
that of our old Guy. With a mask and old-weathered trilby 
hat wedged lopsidedly on his head and sitting 
half-slumped on the trolley, Roger made for a most 
authentic substitute and indeed we profited greatly from 
our enterprise.

Which brings me to the very vexed question of bonfires: 

To light, or not to light, that is the question:

Whether ?tis kinder to the planet to suffer

The untidy borders in wilderness gardens

Or to take a rake against a sea of falling leaves

And ignore the threat of particle pollution. 

To light ? to burn, to heat; and by a heat to say we end

The cold-feet, freezing hands and chattering teeth

That flesh is heir to . . .

Enough! Let us quell these pesky doubts and, with the 
cutting and the sweeping, the sawing and the trimming, let 
us hearken back to pagan times and build an autumnal fire 
fit to herald in the harsher climes of the unrelenting winter 
months. There is something wild, feral and erotic about the 
rising flames, the flickering, dancing lights, the spit, the 
crackle, the mounting heat that radiates from deep in the 
heart of that raging, flaming maelstrom, sending pulsating 
quivers of excitement through those watching - mortal 
bodies who are gloriously transported back through the 
ages when fire was considered a sacred element to be 
revered. 

One only has to consider the Greek and Roman 
Goddesses of Fire, Hestia and Vesta, and their respective 
desires to always keep the fires burning. Let us also 
consider the lesser known Goddess Feronia, dating from 
ancient Roman religion and her associations, not only with 
fire, but wildlife, fertility, health and abundance. This is the 
wildcard creed of how to experience life ?rebellious, 
elemental and free, curling like woodsmoke hither and 
thither, impossible to quench as it rises yet higher until 
finally dispersing satisfied and spent.

At times we would all do well to move away from the 
rational, cultured, genteel ideal, which pervades village life 
with its endless rounds of chit-chat and social niceties, and 
endeavour to abide by a more arcane knowledge, that of 
the ancient rustics. Such a sentiment is to be found in 
Stanley Baldwin?s text On England when he refers to, ?that 
wood smoke that our ancestors, tens of thousands of 
years ago, must have caught on the air . . . when they 
were still nomads. These things strike down into the very 
depths of our nature, and touch chords that go back to the 
beginning of time and the human race.?

with an echo from Will Shakespeare .....





A VIEW FROM THE HILLS
by Miranda Gudenian

She sat with her back to 
the window, the afternoon 
sunlight touching her grey 
hair with gold.She 
seemed very old but I was 
a child, wide-eyed with 
awe. On the table beside 
the silver tea tray crimson 
roses in a cut glass bowl 
scented the room. I 
expect she saw me 
looking at them because 
she beckoned me to her 
with a charming smile. 
?Would you like to smell 
the roses?? she asked.

She had a beautiful voice. 
My father had told me she 

was a famous actress and he, also a member of the 
theatrical profession, had known her for many years. Her 
name was Cathleen Nesbitt.

The conversation between her and my parents drifted over 
me but I do remember my father saying something about 
bluebells in our woods at home and Miss Nesbitt 
describing how, long ago, out walking with a companion 
whom even I, a dim child, realised she had loved very 
dearly, they had come upon a carpet of bluebells so vast it 
seemed almost magical, as if it had no ending.

Later, my father told me more about Miss Nesbitt but 
children don?t often take these things in. It wasn?t until I 
reached my teens and read the haunting poems by the 
First World War poets, that it suddenly dawned on me that 
I had met the lady who was engaged to be married to one 
of the greatest of them, Rupert Brooke, who died in 1915. 
He wrote perhaps the most poignant of all love poems to 
his homeland:

?If I should die, think only this of me,

That there?s some corner of a foreign field

That is for ever England. There shall be

In that rich earth a richer dust concealed;

A dust whom England bore, shaped, made aware,

Gave, once, her flowers to love, her ways to roam,

A body of England?s, breathing English air,

Washed by the rivers, blest by suns of home.

And think, this heart, all evil shed away,

A pulse in the eternal mind, no less

Gives somewhere back the thoughts by England 
given;

Her sights and sounds; dreams happy as her day;

And laughter, learnt of friends; and gentleness,

In hearts at peace, under an English heaven.?

These men lie in foreign fields: John Bachelor, Thomas 
Batten, Ernest Bibbs, Ernest Bond, Harry Collins, Harry 
Doble, Walter Hawkins, Charles Hooper, Frederick Spiller, 
John Willie. Names on the war memorial in Yarcombe; 
young men who ploughed the fields, milked cows, joshed 
and downed pints in The Yarcombe Inn, sang in their 
Sunday Best in Church and Chapel, walked arm-in-arm 
with their sweethearts along the lanes.

Thomas Batten lived in the house where I live now. He 
was killed in action in April 1918, at the age of 28. He lies 
in a corner of a foreign field, only no one knows where 
because his resting place was never found, a not unusual 
occurrence in the ravaged lands of France and Flanders at 
that time when soldiers were blown to pieces or their 
bodies buried deep in shell craters and lost forever. He is 
commemorated on the Pozieres Memorial in France and 
at the Baptist Chapel in Yarcombe where his family 
worshipped.

I often think of Thomas Batten growing up here on this 
hillside.Probably as a boy he helped his mother, Mary, on 
the day she took bunches of roses to sell at market. Local 
people have told me that their parents and grandparents 
remembered Mary and her roses. She had many bushes 
but only one of them remained in the garden when we 
moved here, a variety called ?Prince Charles?, a lovely 
thing of Tyrian purple with a fragrance that carries halfway 
across the garden on a summer evening. It happily runs 
on its own roots, renewing itself, and Mary gave pieces of 
it to all her neighbours. Eighty years later it was still 
flourishing in every garden in the lane.

Mary died one winter?s day in 1910, mourning Thomas?s 
elder brother John, who went off to fight the Boers and 
succumbed to disease on the African plains. Not much is 
known about Thomas?s life before he joined the army. In 
2018, on the Centenary of the Armistice, I wrote his name 
on one of those simple wooden Poppy Appeal crosses and 
fixed it above the front door. It is where it should be, in the 
house that he left to go to war, the house he never 
returned to when peace came in 1918. I picture him 
strapping on his puttees, checking his kitbag and his 
father, Eli, brusque, hiding his emotions, telling him: ?Get a 
move on, boy, or you?ll miss the train.?

I think of him turning to wave to his father as he walked 
away to rejoin his regiment after his final leave. Did 
thoughts of home come to him as he crouched in the mud 
of the trench waiting for the command to go over the top, a 
few minutes before his life ended? Perhaps he pictured 
the sun flooding his bedroom on a summer dawn, his 
father sitting on the wooden seat in the porch smoking a 
pipe, the way the mist rolls in across the valley bringing 
rain, the wondrous view over the hills to Dorset, as all 
around him the world dissolved in blinding flashes and the 
deafening roar of artillery fire.

For Thomas, for them all, there was to be no returning to 
?hearts at peace, under an English heaven?.



KEEPING AN ANTIQUES BUSINESS MODERN
by Liz Chilcott

It?s all change this year at Chilcotts! And with all the disruption that 
Covid-19 has wrought, it is probably a good year to review and 
renew.

Whether we like it or not, the internet came into its own during the 
pandemic, and once that particular cat is out of the bag, there is no 
chance that it is going back in!

As a result of moving all sales online (in addition to traditional 
in-person bidding), we are increasingly serving buyers from 
throughout the country and the world, and now need to pack and 
despatch. 

In order to manage this post-sale service smoothly we have installed 
a new cloud-based auction software system that integrates P&P; we 
have also installed a specialist packing workstation.

At the beginning of the auction process, the cloud-based software 
allows for far more flexibility - able to carry out cataloguing work at our vendors? homes if necessary.

In addition to reviewing the systems and processes, as auctioneers we need to keep up with the market - this can be 
problematic because this can change very quickly. After each sale we check through prices achieved, and also look at 
prices achieved at other salerooms; this informs our valuations which in turn can help us to guide our vendors.

One constant is quality - buyers increasingly want undamaged pieces; repairing furniture, paintings or clocks etc. will 
add to the buyers? post sale costs, and chipped ceramics are mostly valueless.

These changes do keep us up-to-date but, because we have experienced so much change this year, including moving 
premises and lock-down, you will find some furrowed, confused brows at Chilcotts!



AUTUMN  JEWELS
by Andrea Rye, Combe Garden Centre

By the end of September most gardens are starting to lose their flowering colour but if you choose 
your plants carefully your garden can not only be at its most colourful but full of plants for 
pollinators in Autumn. Currently my garden is a riot of pink, purple and yellow flowers; and when 
the temperature is high enough or the sun is out, the flowers attract a veritable cloud of hoverflies 
and bees of every kind. For those of you looking to prolong the flowering period of your gardens 
and support pollinators here is a list of the best plants that do both.

Aster ?Little Carlow? 

This is the plant that started my love of Asters. It is manageable in size, about waist height, and bears masses and 
masses of small lilac purple flowers. It?s a real show stopper and amazes me every year with just how many flowers it 
produces. The flowers are quite long lived and attract a multitude of hoverflies, but also bumble bees and honey bees. It 
does best when it is not crowded by other plants and will grow poor soil and in light shade as well as it does in full sun. 
Every garden should have one.

Sanguisorba ?Lilac Squirrel? 

This is a plant that is not as popular as it should be. Sanguisorbas are loved by bees and butterflies and Lilac Squirrel is 
possibly the prettiest variety with its silver-grey foliage and long, pendulous bottlebrush flowers. It will grow to chest height 
in bushy clumps and does best in full sun in good soil.

Helianthus ?Lemon Queen? 

This is strictly a back of the border plant due to its height. Not only will Lemon Queen light up a garden with its clear 
yellow flowers but it is especially attractive to all pollinators. At dusk in autumn my garden is full of nice fat moths that 
spend most of their time drinking nectar from my Helianthus. If you have space at the back of your bed or border this is a 
very worthy addition but it is slightly thuggish and will spread. Grown uncrowded with lots of space Lemon Queen may not 
need staking but heavy downpours and autumn storms can bend stems and weigh down the flowers enough that 
supports are a good idea.

Aster Laevis ?Calliope? 

This is a truly spectacular plant and unfortunately, like many of the tall Asters, it has fallen out of fashion and is hard to get 
hold of. Calliope is tall, reaching 5ft, and had wonderful purple/black stems and dark green leaves. From late September 
its large purple flowers start to open, becoming almost a solid mass of purple. Calliope will grow in light shade and poor 
stony soil, in fact it seems to prefer rubbish gritty soil. This beauty is also very vigorous and will spread if given the 
chance; but in a full garden its stems will creep up through the other plants and only branch out when the earlier flowerers 
have finished so let it go a bit wild and you will have more colour in October.

Persicaria ?Blackfield? 

Periscaria are unusual looking plants and can bully their neighbours but their extremely long flowering period and 
attractiveness to honey bees makes them a great garden plant if you have the room. Narrow spikes of dark red flowers 
are borne on long flower stalks from mid-summer to mid-autumn. They need full sun and look fantastic planted with 
grasses.

Aster ?Andenken Alma Potschke? 

This is probably the brightest of the Asters with its neon fuchsia flowers. They are fabulously bright! This Aster is not fussy 
about soil and will grow in light shade but does best in full sun and hates being crowded. It is also more attractive to 
honey bees that Little Carlow or Calliope. If this Aster is just too bright for you try ?September Ruby? with maroon flowers 
or the dark purple ?Barr?s Blue?.

Bidens ?Hannay?s Lemon Drop? 

This is my latest favourite perennial! Unlike its cousin, which is a summer hanging basket plant, Hannay?s Lemon Drop is 
fully hardy down here in the south west and grows up to 5/6ft. It has star shaped yellow flowers with white tips that attract 
bees and butterflies. Unfortunately, it is short lived, but it is also a spreader so dig up and replant new growth and you 
should never run out of it. Possibly the best this about this plant is that it flowers from August to the end of October. If 
grown in a pot it is quite thirsty, especially in late summer as it gets taller and starts forming flower buds.







MY FIRST VISIT TO THE BEEHIVE
by Kate Baxter

The Beehive, an mainly volunteer run community centre in Honiton, has been largely closed for the 14 months I've been 
living here, and I've always thought it was a real shame. In the last few weeks, however, it has started to open up and get 
back to normal, pre-pandemic activities, and I was keen to go and have a nosy around!

I saw an advert for an 'Instrument Picnic' baby and toddler class, run by Wren 
Music of Okehampton. I'm always looking for activities for my two little ones, so I 
signed up instantly and was really pleased to see it was being held at The Beehive. 
On arriving, I was really impressed with the building and the staff, who were super 
helpful in getting my pram upstairs! It's a lovely clean, airy and spacious building 
with lots of information on upcoming local events. I was also delighted to see that 
the cinema at The Beehive was opening up again! More on that later.....

The music class itself was excellent! There were five other mums with children 
aged from about 18 months to four years. The ladies taking the class, Jenny and 
Hannah, were really good with the children and were clearly very competent and 
experienced musicians. They played a range of instruments and sung wonderfully, 
and all the children loved to listen to their singing. We made up silly rhymes and 
danced together around the room. Such fun! 

For the last part of the session they 
showed us their large range of high quality instruments and we all had an 
opportunity to play with them - carefully! I was thrilled to see Nancy playing with 
full size, wooden, professional musical equipment rather than plastic mini 
versions. The large drums were particularly popular with the children and we also 
played on a violin, which was really exciting! There were ukuleles, accordions and 
a range of other instruments too. Nancy and I really, really enjoyed the class and 
I'd highly recommend it for other mums and dads and little ones! 
(https://www.wrenmusic.co.uk/)

If I've missed one thing  during the past year, it's the chance to go to a local 
cinema and see a good film. Like most people, I haven't been since early 2020, 
so when I went to the music class and saw the posters advertising upcoming films 
being shown at The Beehive, I was really excited! It is not easy for parents to go 
out in the evening, but we took advantage of the fact my dad has been staying 
with us and tiptoed out of the house, leaving him to get Emily to sleep! 
Unfortunately we were running late and so we didn't get a chance to experience the small bar, but next time we definitely 
would like to enjoy a pre-film drink. 

Movies at the Beehive are shown in a large, airy room with volunteers checking tickets and showing people to their seats. 
People were seated on every other row so we felt extremely safe and Covid-19 secure. We enjoyed the trailer for the new 
Bond film (coming to The Beehive soon!) and then enjoyed the film Herself very much. It was so enjoyable to return to the 
cinema and it made me realise how much I had missed going. It felt like a real treat! My husband and I both remarked on 
how quiet the showing was: with only six or seven others in the cinema for the film it was hard to see how the centre can 
afford to run. Hopefully, as things continue to return to normal, more people come and enjoy the facilities at The Beehive, 
as it's a really excellent facility.

The Beehive is looking for volunteers! Please contact them if you have any time to spare.

A BIG THANK YOU to the H&VN plus those people that responded to our call for help regarding Buckerell?s Apple 
day.

Several readers contacted me, leading to a donation of a 12.5L apple press, offers of 2 loans of apple pressing 
gear and we were also put in contact with a group that hire crushers, presses and a pasteuriser out.

As a result, we are now able to hold our apple day celebrations once again. Fantastic!

Soo Sims, Chairman: Buckerell Community Association (BCA)

A BIG THANK YOU!



EXPLORING NAVAL CONNECTIONS
by Martin Long

There has never been a better time to investigate your family history. As well as a wide range of books and magazines 
giving advice, there are now a huge number of online databases and resources to aid the search.

Many people carrying out such research are often interested in finding out about their relative?s war service. And here 
the opening up of official records for those who served in The Great War has been of huge value. Information on 
regiments, postings and promotions allows family researchers to flesh out the bare facts of when and where their 
relatives served.

However, many a researcher has tripped themselves up when their relative served in the Royal Navy. The reason is 
the Navy rule that, whatever their role, sailors must always be part of the crew of a ship. But some ships are most 
definitely not what they seem.

The first time I visited HMS Victory as a child I was amazed to be told that Nelson?s flagship was then still a 
commissioned warship. This long-standing tradition meant that many naval officers were nominally members of the 
crew, even though they were actually carrying out jobs elsewhere, usually in Ministry of Defence offices. Later, many 
of these officers would find themselves members of the crew of HMS President, a former gunnery training ship moored 
next to The Embankment in London.

Sailors who were based in the naval dockyards around the country were said to serve on HMS Pembroke if they were 
based at Chatham in Kent, HMS Caledonia for Rosyth in Scotland, HMS Nelson for Portsmouth and, since 1934, HMS 

Drake in Devonport.

The dangers of leaping to conclusions about what appear to be ships can be 
demonstrated by looking at the war service of a local man, the former landlord 
of the Lamb Inn, William Ackland, who is buried in St. Michael?s churchyard. He 
was called up for military service in 1917 at the age of 35 and died in October 
1918, a victim of the global flu pandemic.

His service record shows that he was posted to HMS Vivid. But this, you won?t 
be surprised to know, was the name given at the time to Devonport Dockyard. 
The actual ship that bore the name HMS Vivid, and to which literally thousands 
of men were attached during World War One, was a vessel tied up alongside at 
Devonport, previously called HMS Cuckoo and first commissioned in 1873.

In September 1918, Seaman Ackland was transferred to HMS Onyx, which a 
quick read of the records would suggest he was about to see action, for the 
Onyx had originally been commissioned in 1892 as a torpedo gunboat. 
However, by the outbreak of war, HMS Onyx has been withdrawn from active 
service, and had become a depot ship, first moored in the River Tamar, and 
then by the time Ackland arrived based in Torbay.

HMS Onyx saw out its war supporting a submarine flotilla, providing it with 
essential supplies. It is unclear from Ackland?s records whether he actually served on board the depot ship, helping to 
supply the vessels that came alongside, or whether he worked in a warehouse that supplied the depot ship. Or indeed 
whether this was simply another example of sailors being allocated en masse to a ship to obey the naval rule. In 
addition, there is a family tradition that Ackland was a navy cook, although there is nothing in his rank to suggest that 
he was employed in that role.

As someone who grew up in a naval family, used to hearing the names of naval training establishments such as HMS 
Raleigh and its former sister base at Torpoint HMS Fisgard, I have always taken it for granted that some ?ships? are 
not really ships at all. But for someone coming to family military research for the first time, this can all too often come 
as something of a shock, and take some explanation.

To find out more about some of the men whose war service is remembered in St. Michael?s 
churchyard, local historian Terry Darrant is leading another War Graves Walk on Sunday 

November 7th, organised by the local branch of The Royal British Legion. Meet at the 
churchyard car park at 1.45 p.m. for a 2 p.m. start. Donations to the Poppy Appeal will be 

welcomed



INTRODUCING DAISY'S DAIRY OF YARCOMBE
We recently opened our 
own milk vending 
machine on our dairy 
farm in Yarcombe and 
have been delighted with 
how popular it has 
been.We are a team of 4 
and the only on-farm 
milk vendor in East 
Devon and the 
Blackdown Hills. We 
have 2 farms to run on a 
daily basis, so we divide 

the work load of the milk pasteurising and the vending 
shed between us

On-farm vending machines have in recent years become 
more popular, mainly as a way to reduce food miles and 
deal direct with consumers, whilst boosting farm incomes 
in times of volatile milk prices.  Spurred on by a family 
member?s success of their milking vending venture in 
North Somerset, we decided to take the plunge and 
invest in the necessary equipment to establish our own.

All of our milk comes from our cows grazing at South 
Waterhayne Farm in the Yarty Valley,and we pasteurise it 
ourselves in our micro dairy, so there are no food miles! 
We have opted for glass only bottles, which are washed 

after each use and can be reused countless times, 
significantly reducing the number of plastic milk bottles 
ending up in household recycling (we are offer 2 different 
size bottles and milk 
volumes - 500ml and 
1L).

Whilst doing our market 
research, it quickly 
became obvious that 
making your own 
milkshakes on-farm was 
very popularand we 
change 1 or 2 of the 
flavours each weekend.

Feedback from 
customers has been 
great, mainly that the taste of the milk is so creamy and 
delicious, compared with shop bought milk - and that 
making your own milkshake is a big draw across the age 
ranges, especially when there's a new flavour to try. We 
have now also started to stock locally produced eggs, 
flapjacks and shortbread, and hope to add a few more 
food products in the near future.

Reg, Christina, Lorna and Jim



NATURE NOTES

I was recently talking to a friend about pets. I recalled a time 
when I was living on my own with my two German Shepherds. 
At the end of the day I would come home and talk to them, 
telling them everything that had happened during the day and 
what I thought of some of the people I had met during my daily 
travels.  One night I had this terrible dream in which my dogs 
had learned to speak and were telling people what I had said 
about them. A true nightmare!

Since then I have been very careful about what I say to cats 
and dogs. What has this to do with Nature Notes you may ask? 
Well, it prompted me to think about what stories some of our 
local trees could tell.  On the footpath leading from Weatherill 
Way to Roundball Woods there is a large oak tree which, over 
recent years, has been shedding its branches. Despite this, the 
tree is very much alive and I am sure it will outlive me. A few 
years ago I decided to see if there was any way that I could 
establish how old the oak was. Doing a bit of research I found 
some useful information on The Woodland Trust website.

The first thing I established was that you measure the girth of 
the tree approximately 1.5 metres from the ground. I quickly 
realised that my 3 metre 

tape measure was nowhere near long enough. I figured that would justify a visit to 
Screwfix to get a tape of more suitable length which I was sure I could find other 
uses for at home (I never have!). Armed with my brand new tape measure and with 
the help of my wife I successfully measured the circumference of the tree which was 
approx 19ft. Checking the ready reckoner on the website it would seem that tree is 
approx 400 years old.

What history must our tree have witnessed! Whlist growing from an acorn into a 
sapling, William Shakespeare was writing his plays and Guy Fawkes was planning 
to blow up the Houses of Parliament. As it continued to grow it may well have 
witnessed the armies of Cromwell and Charles I passing through Honiton in the Civil 
War and later soldiers of the Devonshire Regiment practising for war on the nearby 
rifle ranges.

Whilst there is little doubt that the trees at Roundball Woods and along Lower Brand 
Lane were part of an ancient woodland, the age of our oak suggests that it has for 
most of its life been in meadowland. Oaks in woodland are in competition with other 
trees for light and tend to grow taller and not be so long lived as our oak, which has 
probably had no competition, enabling it to grow strong and live long.

Ancient trees are trees of a great age - over 300 years for an oak tree.  Ancient oak 
may show some of the following characteristics:

- Far fatter than usual with a very wide trunk.
- A squat or dumpy appearance.
- Gnarled.
- Showing signs of decay.
- Hollow inside.
- Gnarled roots above ground.
- May look in poor shape but in reality are probably very healthy for great age.

Although hollowed out and shedding branches, our oak tree has probably a long life in store as other Devon oaks have 
great age. An oak at Shute Barton is over 800 years old and one of the oldest in the county is the Meavy Oak in Dartmoor 
National Park which is over 900 years of age.

If you have ancient oaks in your area please let me know and don?t forget to be careful what you say to your dog!

by Vernon Whitlock
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WHAT'S ON

Quiz Night Friday 

19th November 

The Mackarness Hall

Honiton

Prompt 7.30pm start

Draw

Maximum teams of 6

Tickets £10 with hot supper

BYO wine etc

Tickets from Maggie

 01404 850855 

or email - 
maxcloudnine@btinternet.com

November is for Remembering
Remembrance Sunday 14 November & A Memory Afternoon Sunday 7 

November

November is the month of remembering. We think especially of Remembrance 
Sunday, this year on 14 November, when we remember all those who have 
given their lives sacrificially in war, not least in the two great wars of the last 
century. However, just as October tips into November, the Church also marks 
the Feast of All Souls, a time when we remember all who we have loved and 
who we see longer. All Souls will undoubtedly have a particular poignancy this 
year as we think of all those who have died in the past 20 months of Covid-19. 
Having said that, it makes little difference whether the people we remember 
died many years ago, or only very recently; as those whom we have loved and 
who have loved us, they remain uniquely precious to us.

Perhaps you have been bereaved in the last year? Or maybe less recently? 
Undoubtedly your memories of the loved one you have lost are still strong and 
precious.That?s why this year St Paul?s Church is opening its doors to the 
community on the afternoon of Sunday 7 November from 14.30-16.30 for ?A 
Memory Afternoon?. Everybody who wants to is warmly invited to drop 
in.There will be a cheerful welcome, an opportunity to light a candle on the 
altar in memory of your loved one, and also to add a photo or some written 
memories - or just a name - to the memory display which will be beside the 
altar. At the same time, afternoon tea will be served (free of charge, of 
course!), and clergy from St Paul?s will be available to listen and to chat with 
you. The display will remain in place until the following Saturday, and can be 
visited at any time when the church is open during that week. Everybody is 
most welcome.

The Revd Preb Sue Roberts, Team Rector of The Honiton Mission Community (Office: 
01404 44035/office@honitoncofe.org)

Operation Rudolph Honiton is here to help ensure nobody is struggling at 
Christmas. We want to help relieve the pressure on individuals and 
families who may find the Christmas season difficult financially or socially. 
The help provided by Operation Rudolph is open to anyone who feels 
they need it.

Christmas Day Meal

This is available for free for anyone who feels they may struggle on 
Christmas day. You could be alone or finding it heard to either budget or prepare for a 
Christmas meal, or don't have enough time (such as being a caregiver) - this list is not 
exhaustive and we won't turn anyone away. 

This year we will be holding our Christmas meal at the Mackarness Hall and hope you are able to join us. If you are 
not able to join us in person, we will wil also be operating a free delivery service on Christmas Day.

Gifts for Christmas

We know that for many families Christmas can be financially difficult. We want to help 
ensure no child is without presents on Christmas Day. We have hundreds of amazing 
donated gifts ready to bring joy to families - so, if you are struggling, we are here. See our 
sign-up form on our website.

Meat Boxes

Buying ingredients for a Christmas meal is 
something that many families cannot afford, 
particularly following COVID. If your family is 
unable to purchase ingredients, we can provide 

an amazing box from Porkies The Family Butchers to make your 
Christmas amazing. 

Volunteers Needed

Operation Rudolph needs your help for a range of different roles. 

To find our more contact 01404 46529 or 
rudolph@tripcta.org 

or see our website for more details - 
tripcta.org/rudolph 
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WHAT'S ON
It?s been truly fabulous to see some familiar faces back at 
the Beehive, along with some new ones too!

Our regular classes and community groups are returning 
as are our lovely volunteers and staff after what seems 
like yonks. Now we?re all working towards winter hoping 
that all will be well.

There?s lots in store with some fabulous gigs and shows 
coming up in November.

We have a 2pm matinee of Happy Days Are Here Again 
on Thursday 4th November which celebrates the 75th 
Anniversary of VE day. On 8th May 1945, millions of 
people took to the streets to celebrate peace and to look 
forward to a brighter future. This show brings you the 
songs heard at those parties, songs that won the war, 
good old fashioned singalongs and beautiful ballads.

On Monday 8th November at 2pm there?s a really 
poignant, funny show - All is Mended by Living Room 
Theatre, it?s a witty mash up of A Midsummer Night?s 
Dream only its set in a care home. There?s a lot of laughs 
and delightful music to accompany you on this 
Shakespearean tale of love and life.

We?re very excited to have Wishbone Ash with main man 
Andy Powell still at the helm; they are undoubtedly one of 
the most influential and celebrated bands in the history of 
rock! and they?re coming to Honiton! Saturday 13th 
November.

One of our favourite bands, Police Dog Hogan, are also 
playing the Beehive on Friday 12th November - they?re 
immense fun, a bit bonkers but tremendously talented 
musos, lovely harmonies and a genre-defying fusing of 

country, pop, folk, and rocking urban bluegrass. Much-loved Guardian columnist Tim Dowling adds his banjo to the 
musical mix.

On Friday 26th November Gareth Armstrong performs in a play which explores the world of Shakespeare?s most 
controversial character, Shylock from the Merchant of Venice. The play examines religious and racial intolerance, the 
history of plays in performance and celebrates the richness of Shakespeare?s language. "Armstrong is nothing short of 
incredible...It is an exceptional piece of theatre. Everyone should see it.? -The Independent on Sunday

Of course we had to get No Time to Die (12A) and tickets are selling fast. Our dementia friendly Nostalgic cinema on 
Thursday November 25th 2pm is Funny Face (U) starring Audrey Hepburn and Fred Astaire. We await confirmation of the 
latest Ridley Scott movie -The Last Duel (18)starring Jodie Comer, Matt Damon and Adam Driver for Sat 27th November.

Hopefully there is something for all tastes here! We really look forward to welcoming you soon. Wendy & the Beehive 
team.

PS. Just had some exciting news - confirmation that Seth Lakeman will be performing at The Beehive on 
Wednesday 8th December accompanied by fellow Devon singer & musician Alex Hart. Support comes from 
Cornish singer-songwriter Joe Francis aka Winter Mountain

Present Makers 13 November - 24 
December 

Present Makers showcases creative innovation across 
craft and design. The exhibited work in a diverse range 
of materials includes amongst others : glass, wood, 
paper, textiles, prints, ceramics, furniture and jewellery. 
All of the work is for sale.

Climate Conversations 12 November 
4-6pm
Positive information and ideas about you can make a 
difference to the planet from local environmental groups 
and East Devon's Climate Change Officer, Catherine 
Causley. Enjoy a new exhibition of photographs from key 
COP conferences to coincide with COP 26, Glasgow.

Tickets are free, booking required..

info@thelmahulbert.com



WHAT'S ON

Buckerell Village Christmas Fayre

Sunday 7th November  

2pm to 4pm 

Dougs Shed, Buckerel l

Free entry

Locally handmade quality Christmas crafts

Cakes, Jams and preserves

Raffle

children?s crafts time

Mulled Wine and MincePies

games and prizes. 

Funds raised will be shared with Balloons Charity 
(an Exeter based charity supporting children, 

young people and their families before an 
expected death or following the death of someone 
significant in their lives. They work across Exeter, 

Mid and East Devon) and the BCA

GTH Grand Charity Evening

in aid of Honiton Admiral Nurse

Thursday 25th November

6.30-10.00pm      £15

Luxury auction with exclusive late night shopping in 
Combe Garden Centre and Violet & Parade

Bubbles & delicious finger buffet included from 
Kitchen at Combe plus light entertainment.

Registered Charity Number 1189492

Greenslade Taylor Hunt (www.gth.net)

Limited tickets available from Tesco Honiton, 
GTH Honiton or via the Dementia Friendly 

Honiton facebook page



WISCOMBE PARK - ONE OF THE AREA'S BEST KEPT SECRETS
Hillclimbing is the oldest form of motorsport. Long before the arrival of race 
circuits like Brooklands, men and women were racing their weird and wonderful 
machines up hills against the clock.

The first hill climb was held at Chanteloup-les-Vignes on 27 November 1898, 
organised by Paul Meyan (who also organised the first Land Speed Record 
competition). In 1899, the first hill climb event took place in England, on 
Petersham Hill. In 1905, the first event was held at Shelsley Walsh, now the 
world's oldest continuously staged motorsport event and considered the ?home? 
of British hillclimbing (here was the very first BBC outside broadcast of a sporting 
event in 1935; In 1948 Murray Walker made his commentary debut here - and 

Sir Stirling Moss launched his motorsport career).

Major Richard Chichester met Major Charles Lambton during WW2 in the Middle East, and discovered a shared passion 
for cars. Based in Palestine, Richard used a Rolls Royce Phantom Sedanca de Ville as his ?daily driver?, piquing the 
interest of Charles, and they became great friends. Discovering a Rolls Royce Silver Ghost in a Tel Aviv scrapyard, they 
restored and drove it 5,000 miles back to England.

Leaving the army, in 1953 he and his wife ?Bunny? purchased the estate of Wiscombe Park, a beautiful Grade 2 Gothic 
country house built in 1826 and steeped in history (in medieval times it belonged to Otterton Priory and in the reign of 
Henry lll was granted to Sir William Bonville). In a rundown condition, one of the first improvements was to create a new 
tarmac driveway to the house. Daniel Richmond of Downton Engineering, the famed Mini engine tuning specialists, visited 
and drove Richard at high speed up the new driveway. Daniel and Bunny competed regularly in hill climbs in a number of 
powerful cars, sowing the seed of Wiscombe as a motorsport venue, encouraged by Charles, who already had some 
experience of hillclimbing himself.

A group of enthusiasts led by Richard started planning and the first event was held on the 24th August 1958. The original 
course consisted of Wis Corner, Wis Straight (incorporating Bunny?s Leap), The Gate, The Esses, and Sawbench Hairpin 
(extended in 1961 to its current length of 1000 yards with Castle Straight and Martini Hairpin). Wiscombe attained national 
status hosting a round of the RAC Championship in 1961. The first hill record was set by D G Addicott driving a Lotus ? a 
time of 49.3s.

The main driveway has been used for speed events continuously ever since; a total of 6 race weekends are held annually 
and, in addition to  the British Championship, many different championships are hosted involving cars from every era of 
motoring. This year, the oldest car on the hill was the 1903 Mercedes of Roger Collings powered by a massive 9 Litre 
engine; the newest was the 2021 Toyota GR Yaris of George Koopman that was launched to great acclaim earlier this 
year. At the VSCC meeting in May, Terry Crabb competed in his 1936 ERA R12C which was once owned by a Thai Prince 
- only 20 cars were ever built and they all still exist - but if one came to auction, expect it to fetch many millions!

The 11 foot wide course is one of the most challenging in the country with three 
hairpin bends and two long straights, not forgetting the slalom through the 
Esses - and is a favourite of many drivers. The hill record is held by the 2021 
British Hillclimb Champion, Wallace Menzies, who set a 33.13s climb in 2019 in 
his Gould GR59M Cosworth single seater race car (average speed of 61.7mph 
with 140mph being reached on the straights - a  performance similar to  current 
F1 cars).

Whatever your interest in motoring, there will be cars to thrill you at Wiscombe - 
veteran and vintage, single seater racing cars, rally cars, and production cars. 
Since 1969 Wiscombe has been hosting the National Hill Climb Association 
events when members compete on motorbikes and sidecars. Most meetings 
include motorbikes, and the Arnold Gimblett event at the end of the season is exclusively for the motorbikes.

The last hill climb of the season, the Manor Farm event, was held in September, the final round of the Tillicoultry Quarries 
Wiscombe Park Championship. This year?s Champion is Rod Eyles from Taunton (a triple British Sprint Champion who 
has won numerous other speed championships in a racing career of more than 40 years driving his Alfa Romeo 4C). Ben 
Bonfield, also from Taunton (who started out in the sport in 2004 aged 16 sharing a Mini with his dad Tony) was named 
the Association of South West Motor Clubs Champion driving his Jedi Mk4.

The paddock is free to access at every meeting so you are able to inspect the cars at close quarters and chat to the 
drivers, who will be very happy to answer your questions about their cars or how you can get started in the sport.

To keep up to date with all the latest news from Wiscombe Park, please visit the web site www.wiscombepark.co.uk or 
Facebook page where provisional dates for the 2022 season are now available and will be published in Honiton & Village 
News early in the new year. Download our excellent guide if you are inspired to have a go at hillclimbing. Or consider 
volunteering as a marshal, the ideal way to get very close to the action (there would be no motorsport events at all without 
marshals - known as the ?Orange Army? due to their orange clothing).

by Nigel Cole





CLOUD STORAGE OPTIONS & PHOTO ORGANISATION
by Michaela Watkins

Many of us already know that whatever smartphone platform we use, there is a built in system for storing and organising 
one's photos. While I have covered this topic before I am going to go off in a different direction on the same theme.

Collectively we are taking billions of photos and in most cases (some people don't upload them), once uploaded to the 
cloud, storage space eventually becomes a consideration. It is well known that one can pay Google for extra storage after 
using up the first free 15Gb allowance, and on OneDrive after the first free 5Gb. It is easy to assume that the only way to 
get more space in OneDrive is to subscribe to Microsoft?s Office 365 and get 1Tb of cloud space. In practice, one can just 
pay a very small amount, less than a coffee.

This image shows where I can click in OneDrive when signed in on my laptop. This takes me to 
a page that tells me I?m on the 100Gb plan, I have also got a 10Gb loyalty bonus (I hadn?t 
realised until I looked). This costs me £1.99 per month. If I get close to my limit I can then weed 
stuff out and redistribute accordingly. Looking back at Google, I pay £1.59 monthly for 102Gb 
(not quite sure why it says 102).

Going into the Google photos app on my phone and going into my account (via my profile picture 
that?s top right) I can tap on ?account storage? and see options. Other than an offer to upgrade 
there are also some very handy management options designed to help maximise space. I have 
the choice of reviewing and deleting 395mb of blurry photos, 830mb of large photos and videos 

and 3mb of screenshots. This completely takes the heat out of a good chunk of photo management - brilliant.

If one signs into both OneDrive and Google photos it?s not hard to see how each system has its own take on album 
creation and layout - they both have pros and cons in my opinion. How these two services work for you on creating and 
sharing albums and files will help you make your mind up on where you spend money on storage upgrades when the 
need arises. Whatever cloud storage app one installs on a smartphone, that app will offer to automatically upload your 
photos - if you wish, simply disable the stock app from doing the same.

Dear readers, this has been my last contribution to this wonderful publication and I wish it every success for the 
future. My university studies have taken off in earnest and I must focus. I have not completely stopped the repair 
side and will still undertake bits of work, I have about 1.5 days per week available for computer work and there 
will be an announcement via my website when the time comes to wrap up completely. Anyway, thank you all for 
your support and for reading my ramblings.



BERTIE IS BACK IN THE FUN ZONE!
Hello! My name is Bertie and as a young Working Cocker 
Spaniel I am one very lucky pooch. I live in a beautiful valley 
near Honiton, and Hembury Fort is my castle.

In the world of Bertie, autumn officially arrives on the first day 
of October. For many a Working Cocker Spaniel this is the 
start of the pheasant shooting season but I am more of a 
?working pet? so for me it means that I am welcome back on 
the beach with all my other doggie chums.

This is the most exciting time of year for me; now don?t get me 
wrong, I am still a country pooch at heart but there must be a 
bit of the old sea dog in my DNA somewhere as I just love, 
love, love a trip to the seaside!

We head off in the car and somehow I can sense which 
direction we are going; by the time we hit Woodbury Common 
the salty smell of the sea hits my nostrils and I am straining to 
get my first view of the beach at Exmouth and to suss out how 
many of my canine friends have gotten there before me.

The frustration when we arrive and I am kept in my crate whilst my humans 
have to don all manner of clothing is quite unbearable.

We then have to negotiate the walk from the car to the beach. I would like to 
think that I am a cool kind of a dude who struts my stuff along the prom 
checking out all the local talent before strolling down onto that golden strip of 
doggie playground and announcing my presence. Alas I am a bit too 
excitable for that and my whole focus becomes getting myself and my 
humans down on to that fabulous fun zone as soon as I possibly can ? not a 
very elegant sight I can tell you.

Once I am released and can feel the sand between my paws I almost do 
back flips with joy. I can run at full stretch, dig holes, say ?Hi? to all my other 
friendly four legged friends and catch up on all the gossip. Sometimes I get 
to have a bit of a swim and go searching for crabs in the rock pools - it is 
always fab, fab, fab and I am never ready to go home.

Occasionally if the weather is good we hang out at the beach café where 
they sell special doggie ice cream which is A-May-Zing.

What a lucky pooch I am and maybe I will see you down there one day soon, 
you will love it too I am sure!



ENGLAND'S FIRST TOWN BASED BEAVERS MOVE TO HONITON
by Meg Vallender

This summer the discovery of a felled apple tree in the Millers Way community orchard signalled the 
possibility that Honiton could be home to the first urban beavers since their extinction in the UK 400 
years ago.

Jake Chant from Devon Wildlife Trust?s Beaver project inspected the tree and confirmed the 
presence of at least one beaver in the Gissage, a tributary of the River Otter. A population of 
beavers on the River Otter has been known about since 2008. Video evidence emerged in 2014 
that the beavers had given birth to kits (young) and it is now thought that the population in the River 

Otter has expanded to around 15 family groups.

Beavers were once native to Britain but were hunted to extinction in the 16th Century for their fur, meat and scent glands, 
leading to the loss of the wetland habitat of lakes, mires and boggy places they were key to creating. Wildlife experts are 
keen to return them to the landscape to help restore wetland habitats and boost other species, manage water and curb 
flooding, and create eco-tourism opportunities. In August 2020 the UK Government gave permission for Devon?s beavers 
to stay ? a landmark decision and the first to legally sanction the reintroduction of an extinct native mammal to England.

Roughly the size of a Cocker Spaniel, beavers can be up to 1m 
long with a 50cm tail. It is the world?s second largest rodent - the 
largest specimen in Devon was a female which weighed 30 
kilograms! Beavers are often referred to as ?ecosystem 
engineers?, they coppice small trees and shrubs, build dams and 
dig beaver canals. All these activities create a diverse range of 
wetland habitats, bringing enormous benefits to other species 
such as otters, water shrews, water voles, birds, invertebrates 
(especially dragonflies) and breeding fish, as well as 
sequestering carbon. The changes beavers bring to our 
landscapes are also a benefit to people. The channels, dams 
and wetland habitats that beavers create hold back water and 
release it more slowly after heavy rain, which helps to reduce 
downstream flooding and ensures a more constant flow of water 
during drier periods. Beaver dams filter out the sediment and 
other pollutants which makes rivers cleaner as a result. Beavers 
build dams to create areas of deep water to protect themselves 
from predators. Deeper water also provides a safe underwater 
entrance into their home, which is often a burrow in the bank. 
Beavers can also use this deeper, cooler water to store food 
supplies.

If the beavers stay on the Gissage they?re likely to breed this winter and have kits in spring. Jake Chant and members of 
the Countryside Team at EDDC will be monitoring the river to identify any activity which might pose a risk and take 
necessary steps to make sure it?s safe. In the winter beavers are likely to feed on the bark of trees, so tree guards and 
wire mesh are being put in place to protect some of the trees in the area.

Working in partnership with Devon Wildlife Trust, East Devon District Council?s Countryside Team will be running 
information events for the community of Honiton. There are also plans to set up a network of volunteer beaver 
wardens to help monitor activity in the Gissage over the winter. If people would like to get involved in helping to 
monitor the beavers and their habitat, or, if they have concerns please email wild@eastdevon.gov.uk.

Evidence of beaver activity in the 
Gissage just behind the Beehive



OFFWELL SCHOOL ROCKS!
What?s the link between? David Attenborough, Mary Anning, some rocks and a local school?

Offwell School has recently taken a step towards celebrating greater diversity and providing their pupils with inspirational 
leaders.

For many years the two school houses have been Drake and Raleigh ? well-known adventurers (some may say pirates) 
from the Elizabethan period. The children undertook research into their lives; both men achieved much in terms of 
navigation and exploration, but their role in the exploitation of people through slavery was inescapable.

The children debated the issue and decided change was needed - but who would be suitable replacements? They 
wanted people who could inspire and motivate them and make them feel proud. It was also an opportunity to aim for 
more equality in the choice and celebrate diversity. For example, half of us (at least) are female!

One of the first names suggested was Sir David 
Attenborough, a man whose enthusiasm and concern for 
nature and humanity has deeply affected many - he was 
elected unanimously. 

One down, one to go.

With diversity in mind the children identified five women whom 
they felt were at least a match for Sir David. The shortlist, 
from the past and present, was: Greta Thunberg, Maggie 
Aderin-Pocock, Malala Yousafzai, Rosa Parks and Mary 
Anning. Again, research was undertaken and presentations 
were made to the rest of the school.

After two extremely tight votes?  Mary Anning was adopted 
as the Leader of the second House! The children felt that 
Mary?s life showed dedication and perseverance: she came 
from poverty and discrimination, as she struggled for 

recognition of her contribution to science, but she never gave up.

The school has since been delighted to discover a link between Sir David Attenborough and Mary Anning, through the 
Mary Anning Rocks charity, based in Lyme Regis. Sir David, famous for his interest and enthusiasm for fossils, shares 
this passion with Mary Anning, who searched for and found fossils on our local beaches near Lyme Regis. Mary?s work 
began out of necessity to keep her family alive but eventually led to a level of acknowledgement rare for women in the 
19th century.

A truly remarkable man himself, Sir David recognises Mary 
Anning as a remarkable woman and he is currently the 
charity's patron and is supporting a campaign run by Mary 
Anning Rocks to erect a statue of Mary in Lyme Regis - and 
for the Mary Anning Rocks Learning Legacy, which will live on 
long after the statue is raised. Making sure Mary?s voice is 
never lost in history again.

Headteacher Mrs Legg said, ?Following the lives and works of 
two such dedicated people gives our school excellent role 
models to continue into the 21st century. This process has 
helped our children consider equality, and celebrate the 
strength in our diversity. They are passionate about our 
environment, both local and global, and want to learn as 
much as possible to be able to have a positive impact on their 
future. Our older children are writing to Sir David seeking his 
agreement and even, perhaps, a brief visit one day for a Devon cream tea! The Mary Anning Rocks charity founders 
continue to see how best to celebrate this under-estimated, yet influential woman.

Mary Anning Rocks founder, local schoolgirl Evie Swire, said, ?We love hearing about stories like this. It really makes 
what we have been trying to do these past 3 years all worthwhile. I love that you have changed your house names to 
Anning and Attenborough, well done.?

Children at school have redesigned our House Point cards, one of the school reward systems, to reflect the new 
names.They are also working to create a wall mosaic which combines the interests of Sir David and Mary Anning. This 
will provide a pleasant reminder to all our children and will make a good talking point for visitors.



BOOK REVIEW
by John Burgess

Pretty Girl in Crimson Rose (9) by Sandy Balfour
53 years ago, when TV?s were B&W and a teacher?s monthly salary was £59 ? I still have a pay slip! ? a friend invited me 
on a Scottish walking/climbing holiday, him, me and five girls. Perfect! Cometh the hour, I arrived at our meetup in York to 
find not five girls but just one, his girlfriend! The thought of discreetly looking the other way for two whole weeks took all 
the shine off any glories The Highlands might have to offer. The girlfriend had an idea, she phoned a friend, who agreed 
to join us in Fort William. Problem solved, second girl on her way. During the hours of sitting together in a Morris 1100 
travelling up the Scottish west coast, the four of us battled our way through the Guardian cryptic crossword. No. 12,111 ? I 
still have that too. Clue 22A was very apposite, ?Time soon modifies feelings? (8) Ans: ?Emotions? (can you see why?). My 

feelings were soon modified, emotions kicked in and Reader, I married her.

Which brings me to?Pretty Girl in Crimson Rose (9)?, by Sandy Balfour. ? a memoir 
of love, identity, and crosswords. He tells the story of how he and his girlfriend 
hitchhiked from South Africa to England in 1983 and of his subsequent life as a 
filmmaker and journalist. It is also a love letter to the art of the cryptic crossword which 
they discovered together. Don?t let the thought of ?difficult? crosswords put you off 
reading this short, delightful book. Yes, we meet lots of clues (answers all given, either 
in the text or appendix) and we learn how the cryptic clue works and the inside stories 
of some of the setters, but there is far more to the book than this. Sandy Balfour takes 
us on his very personal journey with anecdote, humour and a lightness of touch that 
carries the reader along. Here is a sample:

?New Year's Day 1990. My girlfriend and I have taken the first steps towards 
creating a home in London by buying part of a house near Arsenal Football Club. 
She is attempting to teach me the basics of crosswords. "Take 'Pretty girl in 
crimson rose',"  she says. "Eight letters. What does it mean?"  " It means,"  she 
continues, " that we have a pretty girl and she is wearing something red, or pink. 
She is wearing something that suits her prettiness. Prettiness, girls, roses - they 
all go together."  I nod. "Got it,"  I say. " It means,"  says my girlfriend, "nothing of 
the sort."  I nod again and smile encouragingly. I am keeping up. "That"  she says, 
" is what they want you to think it means. What it actually means is either the first 
word or the last word. What it actually means is 'rose'."

If you like word play and the idiosyncrasies of the English language and are intrigued by or take delight in cryptic 
crosswords, you will enjoy keeping company with Sandy and his wife, always endearingly referred to as his girlfriend, as 
he takes you on their personal journey, and his life as a film maker in the turbulent 80?s and 90?s.

'An extraordinary memoir... a positive page turner... A mesh of journeys and destinations, politics and romance, it 
touches what is beyond words.' Sophie Ratcliffe,The Times

My girlfriend and I still do crosswords together, not always solving them but always taking delight in clever clues. Here 
are a few:

a.Picture of girl kept by her parents (8)

b.Group fixed stage scenery to mount sequence of songs (3) The answer is clued five times by a word that has 364 
different meanings and takes most pages to define in the OED

c.Potty train (4)

d.Two girls one on each knee (8) - Title of another book about crosswords. By Alan Connor

Answers:

Title : rebelled. Red is crimson. Pretty girl is belle and it is IN red. Rebelled means rose as in, the people rose up in 
protest

Emotions is an anagram of "time soon"

a.Panorama b. Set ? It can mean, group, fixed, scenery, to mount, sequence of songs c. Loco, d.Patella



by Chris Doran

On a glorious sunny morning in September we gathered at St. Andrew?s Church Feniton to walk the Patteson?s Way, the 
newest section of the Devon Pilgrimage Route. The Archbishop of Canterbury was to lead the faithful (walkers) and bless 
the Patteson?s Way and all who walk on it. This section of the Pilgrim Route is named in honour of Bishop John Coleridge 
Patteson from Feniton.

Before the Archbishop started the walk, he was regally entertained by the 
singing of the pupils from Feniton School, then a tour of the exhibition in the 
church, then he knelt and prayed at the tomb of Bishop Patteson before moving 
on to Feniton Court to announce the opening of the route.

The Patteson family lived at Feniton Court and it was from there in 1854 that 
Bishop John agreed to a request to go to the South Pacific Islands of Melanesia 
and start a church work on those islands. Bishop John was murdered on 20th 
September 1871, but the work of the Melanesian Mission lives on; based in 
Devon it now works to highlight the effects of climate change in Melanesia, 
where some islands are already succumbing to rising sea levels.

The project work of the pupils from Feniton School brilliantly demonstrated how the 
Melanesia link brings an opportunity for us all in East Devon to make a difference in 
the fight against climate change. It shows that our neighbours are right across the 
world, even 10,000 miles away.

The Patteson Way is a pilgrim way which means it is a walk with purpose; a journey 
that can be either quiet and reflective or an enjoyable way to keep fit or to just 
enjoy some magnificent scenery. The really good news is that it is circular, the bad 
news (for those of us less fit) is that it is 12 miles long. So if this sounds like a 
perfect distance to you then start at St Andrew?s church Feniton, head south 
towards St James & St Anne Alington, then to St Mary?s Church Ottery (passing 
Otter Nurseries for a teacake or toilet break). In Ottery you will encounter the poetry 
of Patteson?s uncle, Samuel Taylor Coleridge.Then back to Feniton via Patteson?s 
Cross. Just wander or wonder it?s up to you.

Photos courtesy of Feniton Primary School

A GLORIOUS DAY FOR A WALK



by Chris Harwood

WALK TO THE  SITE OF THE BATTLE OF FENNY BRIDGES

Map OS Explorer 115 ? Exmouth & Sidmouth. 1:25000.

3.5 Miles

A very short but level walk on great green paths. 

More importantly a chance to feel a bit of local history in the form of the Battle of Fenny Bridges. 

A gentle stroll after lunch, maybe , and a rest from the marathons you have been walking each month !

Chris, who lives in Talaton, has been a keen walker and mountaineer all his life, enjoying hikes throughout the UK and abroad. He 
has written 3 books describing the scenic wonders of East Devon, the Tale Valley and beyond. His informal and approachable style 
encourages all to get out and explore. "Great Walks in East Devon", "More Great Walks in East Devon" and "Great Walks around 
Ottery St Mary" are on sale at Talaton's Community Shop, Whimple Stores and the Curious Otter Bookshop in Ottery St Mary.

Drive to Feniton where you can park along the road beside the Spar and other small shops. Walk along this road 
passing the school on your left. Drop down into Old Feniton, passing between some geologically interesting high 
sandstone walls. At the triangular green take the Curscombe Road again passing through interesting rocks, and in 
about 300yds look for the public footpath off to the right. 

Through the wooden gate or over the stile and then immediately left. This is a glorious little track passing through the 
woods and grounds of Feniton Court and under a low ancient footway. Pass over a stile and follow the narrow track 

into the woods that shield a small brook ? the Vine Water.In the 
season this brook meanders through masses of wild garlic. Pass 
over a thin plank bridge and into open pasture. At the time of writing 
the field supported a herd of wonderful long-horned cattle. I suspect 
these cattle have a bark (maybe a moo) worse than their bite but for 
the timid simply move through a little wooden gate on the right into 
the adjoining field and wander up to re-join the ?cow field? further 
up.. For the brave, follow the hedge on your left to find a small gate 
in the far-left hand corner to emerge on the road beside some 
houses.

Now in Sowton. Move right ? lane walking at its best ? and with the 
massive concrete bridge carrying the very noisy A30 in sight look to 
your left - The Battlefield! It was here that that the rather violent and 
bloody Battle of Fenny Bridges was fought. It is marked by a stone 
plaque on the roadside (GR SY 1130 9884). Perhaps 
understandably this is known as Fenny Meadow or Bloody Meadow.

Historically - The introduction of the Book of Common Prayer 
in 1549 with its associated banning of Catholic Mass and 
suppression of the Cornish language enraged folk from the 
predominantly Catholic areas of west Devon and Cornwall. This 
rage culminated in the Prayer Book Rebellion when the 
aggrieved marched on Exeter to express their anger. Numerous 
battles between the rebels and the royal forces occurred but of 
local interest was the violent Battle of Fenny Bridges between 
troops of Lord Russell and the rebels on July 29th 1549. The 
rebels were defeated!

Take the Public Footpath to the right, just before the bridge, up the steps and over the stile. Now follow the hedge on 
your left, over a stile and along the wooden walkway to a second stile.Shame about the noisy A30 but you can switch 
off from that. Move sharp right at the Public Footpath sign then straight ahead once over the next stile. as signed but 
straight ahead over the stile. Soon after the next stile and gate bear right with the hedge on your right to arrive at an 
old windmill. Ahead here to meet the road and then left. At the junction bear right into Feniton, maybe having a quick 
look at the gate of Tool Gate Cottage (aptly named) on the corner. Over the level crossing and back to your start.





A National Dormouse Monitoring Programme nest box scheme was established at the Hill Fort in October 
2019 and our first dormouse nest was found one month later, which was a very promising start. Unfortunately 
we were unable to monitor the boxes in 2020 due to the pandemic, however we started monitoring the boxes 
again this spring. 

Dormice have been recorded every month throughout the survey season and a litter of four babies was 
recorded in August. The sex, weight, age class and breeding condition of each dormouse was carefully 
recorded in the field and then entered in the national database. Whilst the boxes are intended for use by 
dormice, they are often used by other opportunistic species and this year the team has recorded bank voles, 

shrews, wood mice and birds in the boxes. Dormice are a protected species so the surveys are carried out by dormice 
licence holders; given the success of the scheme at the site, Dumpdon Hill Fort has become a training venue for National 
Trust rangers and ecologists hoping to gain their dormouse licence.

In March 2021, 30 bird nest boxes were installed on site and these 
were regularly inspected by local volunteers as part of the Nest Record 
Scheme (NRS), the British Trust for Ornithology?s nationwide survey of 
nesting birds. The survey involved checking the boxes to monitor the 
breeding success of birds by recording whether a nest was present, 
counting the number of eggs laid, and monitoring the progress of any 
hatchlings as well as deceased chicks or failed eggs. After a strong 
start to the season, the prolonged cold and wet weather appeared to 
take its toll on bird populations across Dumpdon Hill Fort. The delayed 
start to the spring disrupted the nest building, and several boxes 
showed the early signs that nest construction had failed to progress. 
The poor weather conditions caused further problems for some species 
as the cold weather caused food shortages meaning there wasn?t 
enough food available to feed their chicks. 

At Dumpdon, nine boxes recorded some nest activity with three nests 
(two great tits and one coal tit) progressing beyond the building phase. 
A total of 16 eggs were laid in these three nests and 11 chicks were 
recorded. Whilst the nest boxes provide additional nesting sites for 
small birds, the mixed habitat of Dumpdon Hill Fort provides lots of 

natural features suitable for other birds too. Woodpeckers, spotted flycatcher and skylark nests were observed away from 
these boxes by local volunteers.

A butterfly survey was launched at Dumpdon Hill Fort in April as 
part of the UK National Butterfly Monitoring scheme. Once a 
week for 26 weeks local volunteers walked the same transect 
(weather permitting), recording butterfly species and numbers. 
18 species of butterflies were recorded at the site and a total of 
724 butterflies were recorded in total. The Meadow Brown 
butterfly was the most frequently observed with a total of 341 
sightings recorded. The Comma butterfly was the least common 
species recorded with only one observation recorded within the 
transect. It?s the first year we have run the survey at the site 
therefore we can?t make any direct comparisons to previous 
years, however casual observations suggest that butterfly 
populations have also had a difficult time this year due to the 
weather.

The monitoring of wildlife at the Hill Fort over the year has been 
a fantastic team effort, and the East Devon Countryside ranger 
team would like to say a huge thank you to all of the volunteers 
that have contributed to these surveys over the year!

Now that winter has arrived, the National Trust ranger team will 
be pushing forward with their habitat management and 
archaeological conservation works. This work will involve removing some scrub and sapling growth on the ramparts to the 
north of the site and clearing the fence lines so that the boundary fence can be replaced.

If you would like to get involved in our work at the Hill Fort please contact lucy.buckingham@nationaltrust.org.uk 
or call 01297 680507.

 

UPDATE FROM DUMPDON HILL FORT
by Lucy Buckingham, Area Ranger, National Trust

Meadow Brown
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CLUBS & SOCIETIES
Smeatharpe WI

On 22nd September the ladies of Smeatharpe 
WI met together at their temporary home of 
Churchinford Village Hall.

After welcoming everybody and conducting the 
formal part of the evening the President, Carole 
Long, introduced the guest speaker Stuart Raine 
who talked about ?The Real Life and Times of 
Jane Austen".

He gave a very interesting insight to events that 
happened during Jane Austen?s lifetime, both in 
England and around the world - changes that 
have greatly impacted how our world is today. 
He illustrated his talk with newspaper headlines, 
satirical cartoons of leading politicians and 
fashions of the day that Jane would have seen 
and even worn.

The next meeting of Smeatharpe WI will be on 
27th October, again in Churchinford Village Hall 
at 7.30pm. The guest speaker will be Alex 
Ledger talking about ?Adventures behind the 
Lens - hot rocks and high places?. Alex joined 
Blue Peter in 1975, where he was the producer 
for 36 years. It ought to be an interesting 
evening, and all ladies are welcome to join us 
(£4 for visitors)

We will be back to our usual home in 
Smeatharpe Village Hall in the New Year.

More information from

Carole Long, President 01823 601382

or

Linda Sandy, Secretary 01823 602876

Honiton Carers Support Group
We have been very busy over the past couple of months.

In August members enjoyed a wonderful Art & Craft session 
with Gillian Beckman-Findlay from Coastal craft Collective, 
making Bumble Bee Pin Cushions - which is easier said than 
done for most of us.

Later in August we enjoyed a fabulous performance at The 
Beehive. "Together Again" with Andre Rieu and his incredible 
orchestra surpassed everything we have seen in the past. The 
show was fresh, very lively, colourful and full of 22 beautiful and 
very emotional tunes in total. The Carers? outing was made 
possible due to a very generous donation by Barbara East and 
her family & friends from the funeral of her late husband 
Charles East and we would like to thank Barbara and her family 
& friends for their ongoing support, which is very much 
appreciated.

In September we met at the Methodist Church; the speaker of 
the session was Sara-Lou Glover from The Mental Health 
Support Network talking about ?Healthy Minds? and the support 
they offer for Carers and Families with mental health problems.

Honiton Carers enjoyed a lovely afternoon later in September 
making Crystal Art at The Studio, Awliscombe. The session 
was again led by Gillian Beckman-Findlay from Coastal Crafts 
Collective and was much enjoyed by all the carers, for many of 
whom was their first experience with crystals.

The Studio is a fabulous setting and we are so privileged to be 
able to use it for a few months. Thank you to Sue Holland and 
family for making this possible.

Honiton Carers are meeting every other Wednesday at The 
Kitchen At Combe Garden Centre from 3.00 - 4.30pm, for a 
social. Both Carer and cared for are very welcome to join us. 
For further information and dates of future meetings please 
contact Win on 07974636926 or 
emailwinniekjaer@btinternet.com

Well, yer us be again in November and tiz 
getting proper cold!

At our meeting in October, I was pleased to 
welcome back to Lions Trevor Lees who was 

reinstated after a break of around four years or so 
welcome back Lion Trevor.

The Lions were represented at the recent Volunteers' 
fayre in the Mackarness Hall on 25th September along 
with other charities and, although it was quiet, I think it 
was enjoyed by all present.

Our Ladies had two stalls on the street market in 
September selling plants, jewellery and jams and made a 
profit of just over £200. Thanks to the Market 
Superintendent Lee for helping with the pitches.

For many years Lion Ron Webb has been and still is 
running our Message in a Bottle scheme, you can 
contact him on 01404 41831 or myself for more details. 
Happy 90th birthday to Lion Ron.

On our social scene we were pleased to have breakfast 
at The Grazing Cow on a Sunday morning recently and it 

was excellent!

On the 20th October we will be supporting Exeter West 
Lions Club playing ten pin bowling helping to support 
local charities as well as having fun.

On the 7th November at The Otter Inn at 2pm will be the 
conclusion of our Autumn Draw and I will let you know 
the results in the December Honiton and Village News. I 
do not usually like to single out members but a special 
thanks must go to Lion 
David Rickard M J F 
who always excels in 
selling over thousand 
pounds worth of tickets 
on his own.

As always if you would 
like to find out how to 
become a Lion please 
give me Brian the Lion 
a call on 01404 43738 
and I will try and help.



CLUBS & SOCIETIES

Wyndham Singers
Interested in singing and also opportunities to raise funds for 
charity?

We would love to welcome you to Wyndham Singers, a male 
singing group of 20-30 voices based in Kentisbeare. We were 
formed in 2003 with the objective of raising funds for local 
charities through the enjoyment of singing Christmas carols 
and music in local pubs.

For more informaiton visit

https://wyndhamsingers.org.uk

The group meets weekly on a Tuesday evening at The Tumbling Weir in Ottery St Mary at 
7pm, we are continuing hybrid Zoom meetings for our members who prefer not to socialise in 
bigger groups at this time.We have a meeting then a 2 course meal if you wish to stay and 

dine.

We regularly have outside speakers with fascinating stories and information to share.

We had an interesting talk from Sarah Lou Glover - Founder of Parental Minds CIC, Sarah set up this group after 
experiencing personally the effects that caring for a person with mental health issues can have,The work they do to 
support people and their families with mental health issues is incredible.They do not receive any funding for the 
services they provide.You can find a lot of information on their web page www.parentalminds.org.uk

Future talks

19/10/2021 walking in the wild - William Jones

26/10/2021 Talk from Sir John Evans - life in the police force

Rotarians are people of action - We need new members from all backgrounds to join us so we can continue 
supporting our local and International communities. We continue to want to help the community, generate ideas, 
formulate a plan, then action that plan. To be able to carry on with our work we need YOU to join us. We welcome 
individual and corporate members to our club.

If you would like to know more about what we do, please visit our website Otter Valley Rotary. You can also follow us 
on twitter and facebook. You would be very welcome at one of our meetings, Please contact Secretary Jim 
Cobleyjamesgcobley@tiscali.co.ukif you would like to join us.

Out and about - We collected from Tesco in Honiton to raise much needed funds for the victims of the Haiti 
earthquake  -thank you to all who donated .All money will be sent to Haiti via Rotary International.

Community raffle - Will be drawn on the 23rd November 2021. Good luck

Honiton Badminton Club 

We are looking for new members. 

We're a friendly club playing in the Exeter & District League.

We play Monday evenings September to April between 7pm and 
9pm (may be extended to 10pm) at the Honiton Leisure Centre.

 Come along and give us a try. 

The club welcomes players who have some experience of play. 
Sadly we do not have the facilities to support beginners or provide 

equipment.

http://www.honitonbadminton.co.uk/

Mark Russell - Chairman, Tel: 07718 733954

Sue Fallows - Secretary, Tel: 07717 596876 Email 
-info@honitonbadminton.co.uk

Honiton Garden Club

We were delighted to welcome 
Andrea Rye from Combe 
Garden Centre to talk to us 
about Autum Colour on 21 
September.

On 18 November we welcome 
a speaker from Tynings 

Nurseries to speak about the Care of Climbers

We meet on the third Thursday of every month 
at St Paul's Church in Honiton High Street 
from 6.30-8pm. Visitors are welcome (entry 
£3)

For more information 
phone Julia on 01404 
548709

Keep sending us news from your 
clubs and societies so that we can let 

others know more about you

Send your report by 15th of month 
preceding publication to

honitonvillagenews@gmail.com



YOUR NEWS
The leaders 
and 3 of their 
children 
helped to tidy 

up the area by the traffic lights 
in Dowell Street by clearing the 
planters and putting in a 
beautiful purple aster and 
pansies.
We look  after the area during 
term time but thought it was in 
need of some TLC so got 
together one Friday morning 
and did it.
Nice to look at the different 
colours in the planters whilst 
waiting for the lights to change.

After more than 47 years of devoted service, 
Priscilla White is retiring from Honiton 
Dental Centre.

Priscilla started working at the Dental Centre 
for Bernard Hargreaves in 1974. She then 
worked for Graham Sorrill until 1998 when 
the practice was bought by Bruce Pearson 
and Peter Howard-Williams. At this time, 
Priscilla became Practice Manager and she 
has continued to work tirelessly in that role 
for Chris and Tina Lomas since they took 
over the Practice in 2004.

Priscilla has been a loyal and dedicated 
member of the team and will be greatly 
missed by staff and patients alike. 

We would like to thank Priscilla for the 
lasting contribution that she has made.  She 
not only made a huge difference but also 
touched a lot of lives along the way. 

Congratulations on your well deserved 
retirement from everyone at Honiton Dental 
Centre.

Good weather and great views set the scene for this year's annual 
Sidmouth Junction Ploughing Match at Gittisham Farm. A great 
spectacle and an opportunity to catch up with friends. Make sure you 
don?t miss it next year.



FOR HALLOWEEN ...... SOME SPOOKY TALES
by Rosie Dale

It is very nearly that time of year when the ghosts and ghouls have an annual get together. Known throughout the world 
as Halloween, it has its roots in the ancient, pre-Christian Celtic festival of Samhain, which was celebrated on the night of 
October 31st. The Celts, who lived 2,000 years ago in the area that is now Ireland, the United Kingdom and northern 
France, believed that the dead returned to earth on Samhain. On that sacred night, people would gather to light bonfires, 
offer sacrifices and pay homage to the dead. During some Celtic celebrations of Samhain, locals dressed up in costumes 
made of animal skins to drive away phantom visitors and banquet tables were laden with food which was left out to 
placate any unwelcome spirits. Centuries later, people began dressing as ghosts, demons and other evil creatures, 
performing antics and tricks in exchange for food and drink. This custom, known as mumming, dates back to the Middle 
Ages and is thought to be an antecedent of trick-or-treating.

But does Honiton and the surrounding area have any ghosts? You bet they do!

The Allhallows Museum, the oldest building in the centre of Honiton, abounds with stories about spirits. One such story 
relates to the sound of footsteps on the stairs, when nobody is there. Steam has also been seen rising up with no 
apparent cause. There are quite a few spirits residing in the museum - luckily, they are all friendly! Visitors have been 
welcomed by a tall elegant well-spoken lady, wearing rose scented perfume and carrying a silver topped cane, along with 
the spirit of an army officer with an injured eye, a WW1 soldier named George Ellis and a WW2 Polish pilot.

A little girl skips up and down the Murch Gallery and is known as Lucinda, along with a five-year-old girl named Kate, and 
a young boy known as Tom - who sits in the corner. Also, there is a tabby cat with a black spot on its nose! The Yallop 
wing has a shoemaker along with three WW1 nurses. The corridor was once an outdoor path and used by the monks as a 
short cut.

One famous spirit is Mary Dodge. She was only eight years old and completed her embroidery sampler on Allhallows eve 
1844; she made it known that she did not approve of her embroidery sampler being removed from display because she 
liked people to admire it!

Honiton had a lot of pubs lining the High Street one of which was the Dolphin, now Chilcotts Auction House. During the 
civil war the inn was used as a military hospital; legend has it that one of the upstairs rooms is haunted. The Three Tuns 
in the High Street also boasts its own spirit (not the ones you can drink!) The pub?s main ghostly resident is a friendly spirit 
named John. Old and wrinkled in appearance, with a prominent hooked nose, John has scared members of staff by 
appearing in windows and calling out their names!

In Church Hill, Honiton, there is a moving stone known as 'Old Nick? - the only remains after the 
Devil and the locals threw stones at each other. It is said that this rock was first placed at St 
Michael's Church but it moved inch-by-inch until it settled approximately 46 metres away and can 
be seen under a metal bench. Down the road at Marlpitts Lane there is a phantom soldier; it is 
believed that he fought as one of Monmouth?s men in the battle of Sedgemoor on 6th July 1685 
at nearby Bridgwater. Legend has it that a party of schoolchildren watched as a dazed man 
staggered past them oblivious to them, huddling together in terror until a car came along when 
the 'man' disappeared. Two school mistresses who were present at the time were unable to see 
him but they were so convinced by the children's horror that they researched into this man, 
confirming that a Honiton resident had lived in a cottage in Marlpits Lane and was a soldier who 

had fought at Sedgemoor but deserted to make his way home. He was then spotted by soldiers only metres from his 
house and was brutally killed for his desertion in full view of his family. His ghost has been seen in the area during the 
20th century - but only ever by children.

Further afield at Gittisham Common is the Hare and Hounds pub, originally known as Hunters 
Lodge in the 17th century. Back then it was very popular with poachers and smugglers. Legend 
states that several murders were committed there and criminals were buried nearby, following a 
tradition of burying at crossroads in order ?to confuse the devil'. There have been sightings of 
these criminals aimlessly wandering around the common. At the front of the public house is a 
large 'Witches Stone', also known as the 'Slaughter's Stone', where witches allegedly sacrificed 
their victims. When the bells of Sidbury Church ring, the stone rolls down the hill in order to 
remove the blood and poison in the river Sid, it then returns to the pub. Legend states that if you 
visit at 3am you may be able to see it!

Finally, there is the story of Bob Levett, the running man. Early in the 1900s he was struck by a car travelling at speed 
whilst out walking. He was taken to the then Dolphin pub by locals but he died before help could arrive. His ghost is said 
to walk the road between Colyton and Gatcombe Chase, where the accident happened; local legend has it that the ghost 
is seeking the car and driver who caused his untimely death. The Western Morning News even ran a story of a ghostly 
hitchhiker in the 1950s - a lorry driver reported having to break quickly in order to avoid a man standing on the roadside. 
Quickly stopping his vehicle, thinking that he had struck someone, the driver pulled over and got out - but there was no 
one there!

So, if you should dare to venture out on the 31st October keep your eyes open and your wits about you!



Awliscombe-The Honiton Inn

Broadhembury- Post Office and Store - Drewe Arms

Buckerell- via Splatthayes

Churchinford-The York Inn

Combe Raleigh- Village Hall Telephone Box

Dalwood- Community Shop

Dunkeswell- Highfield Stores - Highfield Garage - 
Dunkeswell Airfield Heritage Centre (summer only) - 
Connetts Farm

Feniton- Spar Shop - Envious Creative Hair - Feniton 
Hair Stylists

Gittisham- Bus Stop - Combe Farm Shop - Combe 
Garden Centre

Honiton New Street -The Paper Shop - House of Hair - 
The Dental Surgery - Honiton Library - TRIP

Honiton Heathpark Industrial Estate- Army Surplus 
Depot

Honiton Lace Walk- Co-op - Joe Gilson Mobility Stall

Honiton High Street- Stitched-up! - Coffee #1 - Little 
Shop of Seasons - Alan Rowe - Hair NV - St Paul's 
Church - Allhallows Museum - Wine World - RKL - Pearl 
Nails ? 4 You from Me - Shades - Lacemaker's Cafe - 
Park Life

Honiton- Tesco Stores - The Beehive - Thelma Hulbert 
Gallery - Hillside Garage (King Street)

Offwell- Windmill Garage

Payhembury- Community Shop - Sawmill

Plymtree- Community Shop

Smeatharpe- Highlands - Upottery Airfield Nissan Hut 
Heritage Centre (summer only)

Stockland- King's Arms - Telephone Box

Talaton- Community ShopUpottery- Sidmouth Arms

Upton- delivered ex Payhembury

Weston- Heron Farm Shop

Wilmington- White Hart

Yarcombe- Village Hall
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IN MEMORIAM
In Memory of Tony Simpson

9/7/41-14/10/17
from his loving w ife, Edna x

Tony was a lifelong campaigner for Peace and 
Justice, an inspirational leader, who would want us 
all in these troubled times to fight for World Peace. 

"World Peace will come through the will of 
ordinary people like yourself."  (Quaker Peace & 

Service)

"Mankind must put an end to war or war will put an end to mankind."  (John F 
Kennedy)

The whole world has been brought to its knees by a minute virus - why must we 
spend £millions on nuclear weapons??
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