
APR
IL 

202
2

FRE
E



 





Honiton & Village News is published by Honiton & East Devon Communities Voice CIC

Registered office: 25 Woodhilll View, Honiton EX14 2GQ.  Company number 11725802

The layout, format, design and all other aspects of this magazine are an original idea 
and therefore copyright of the publisher. No part of this may be reproduced in whole or 

in part without prior permission in writing. Whilst every care is taken in compiling the 
contents of this magazine, the Honiton & East Devon Communities Voice CIC assumes 

no responsibility for mistakes and omissions. The views of our contributors are not 
necessarily the views of the publisher. 

© Printed in England by CRW Print  07768 730024

Honiton & Village News is a monthly magazine produced free of charge for the 
people of Honiton and surrounding villages by a team of volunteers:

Vernon Whitlock, Colin Wright, Chris Doran, Lyn Hargood, Jennie Sleeman, 
Rosie Dale, Charles Pegman, Mel Cook, David Hayler

Cover photo of  Roe Deer fawn in bluebells by Vernon Whitlock

Where Can I Pick Up My Copy Of H&VN?

Awliscombe-The Honiton Inn

Broadhembury- Post Office and Store - 
Drewe Arms

Buckerell- via Splatthayes

Churchinford-The York Inn, The Community 
Shop

Combe Raleigh- Village Hall Telephone Box

Dalwood- Community Shop

Dunkeswell- Highfield Stores - Highfield 
Garage - Dunkeswell Airfield Heritage Centre 
(summer only) - Connetts Farm

Feniton- Spar Shop - Envious Creative Hair - 
Feniton Hair Stylists

Gittisham- Bus Stop - Combe Farm Shop - 
Combe Garden Centre

Honiton New Street - House of Hair - The 
Dental Surgery - Honiton Library - TRIP

Honiton Heathpark Industrial Estate- Army 
Surplus Depot

Honiton Lace Walk- Co-op - Joe Gilson 
Mobility Stall

Honiton High Street - Stitched-up! - Coffee #1 
- Little Shop of Seasons - Alan Rowe - St 
Paul's Church - Allhallows Museum - Wine 
World - RKL - Pearl Nails ? 4 You from Me - 
Shades - Lacemaker's Cafe - Park Life

Honiton- Tesco Stores - The Beehive - 
Thelma Hulbert Gallery - Hillside Garage (King 
Street)

Offwell- Windmill Garage

Payhembury- Community Shop - Sawmill

Plymtree- Community Shop

Smeatharpe- Highlands - Upottery Airfield 
Nissan Hut Heritage Centre (summer only)

Stockland- King's Arms - Telephone Box

Talaton- Community Shop

Upottery- Sidmouth Arms

Upton- delivered ex Payhembury

Weston- Heron Farm Shop

Yarcombe- Village Hall

honitonvillagenews@gmail.com

www.honitonvillagenews.co.uk

Please note that copy date is 16th of the 
month preceding publication

Welcome to the April edition of Honiton & Village News.  If 
the beautiful photo of the fawn on the cover doesn't put 
you in the mind for Spring, then there is plenty else here to 
whet your appetite. 

Our What's On pages are full of events that are coming up 
over the next weeks and months - something for everyone 
by the look of it. There are also articles on places to visit - 
and of course excellent gardening tips to ensure your 
garden is at its best this year. 

We also have many stories of the amazing things you all 
get up to  - particularly in terms of fundraising. There is no 
doubt that we live not only in a very beautiful place but 
also among very generous people. We would particularly 
like to thank Honiton Lions and Otter Valley Rotary for all 
the fundraising they are undertaking to support the people 
of Ukraine - we know that many other local schemes have 
been put together at very short notice and we would also 
like to thank every one of you who has donated in some 
way to help.

Have a very happy Easter 

PLEASE NOTE THAT OUR NEXT MAGAZINE WILL BE 
OUT ON  WEDNESAY 4th MAY AND WILL COVER 

BOTH MAY AND JUNE 



Spring is here in the Honiton Millennium Green, for all to 
see and enjoy.The birds are starting to nest in our many 
nest boxes that were donated to the Green last year by  
one of our regular visitors. We also have frogspawn back 
in our ponds after being absent for three years. The 
snowdrops and daffodils are blooming and the bluebells 
are starting to push through the ground. The sight and 
sounds of spring make you feel good to be alive and this 
is why it is so important that our Open Green Spaces are 
protected.

The Honiton Millennium Green sits at the bottom of 
Parsonage Lane and borders the Higher Glen footpath. It 
can be accessed either by walking down Parsonage Lane 
from Pine Park Lane or walking down the footpath at 
Battisthorne Way Bridge, then up Parsonage Lane.

The Green is a beautiful 
parkland with a separate 
wildlife area, including 
insect hotel and bug 
house; it was created in 
2000, under the 
Government's Millennium 
Green Scheme. There are 
four local residents who 
hold the land in Trust,  for 
people regardless of age 
and ability (the Green is 

wheelchair accessible). The Trust is a registered charity, 
so is reliant on donations and grants to ensure it thrives 
and, particularly in this year of Celebration, we remain 
resolute in our goals to maintain and develop this thriving, 
vibrant and sustainable community space for Honiton 
people now and in the future.

Over the years we have been able to watch the 
Millennium Green mature, creating numerous habitats for 
a variety of mammals, insects and birds, as well as being 
a place where anyone can spend time to be at one with 
nature. There are seven benches. allowing people to just 

sit in the quiet tranquillity and listen to the birds and 
embrace the abundance of nature.

For Honiton, the Millennium Green is an important 
resource and it is a privilege to be part of something that 
has taken an area of unused land and transformed it into 
a thriving wildlife area and an important amenity for the 
people of Honiton. Over the past couple of years, with the 
various restrictions, the Green has been a real asset, 
helping us lead a healthier life by being able to be 
outdoors. Open Green Spaces are a vitally important 
asset to enhance our Mental Health and Wellbeing 
needs. At the moment you can see the first vivid green of 
the new leaves sprouting through on the trees and the 
beautiful blossom of the apples and the hawthorn, not 
forgetting the yellow flag irises in the wetland area.

Everyone can help when visiting the Green by protecting 
the fragile balance with nature. Enjoy watching the birds, 
seeing how many insect and bees you can find, looking 
out for the hazel dormouse, iconic in Devon and last seen 
five years ago in the Green, or watching the bats whose 
colony roosts in the nearby trees; but do not disturb their 
habitats. We need to ensure continuity by protecting our 
environment for the future.

We have an exciting year ahead, as in May we are finally 
having an official opening of our wildlife area, Vernon 
Corner, on Saturday 28th May. We also have several 
children?s birthday parties booked for later in the year and 
of course we hope to hold our Annual Band Concert in 
the Green on Saturday 23rd July. All are welcome. 

The Millennium Green is forever changing and this year 
we are creating a new Notice Board at the entrance to the 
Green and placing a signed stone into Vernon Corner. If 
anyone would like to hold an event/activity just give us a 
call on 01404 861392 or speak to any of the Trustees. 
There is no hire cost but we like to ensure events don?t 
clash and that the Green is looking its best.

Come And Enjoy Honiton's Millennium Green
by Kassa Glaeser



A Trip To The Theatre To See 'Oi Frog'
by Kate Baxter

Every few months the Northcote Theatre in Exeter hosts a 
production for young children, and this month they were 
showing a play of 'Oi Frog', a book for toddlers. The book is a 
rhyming book where every animal sits on an object (cats on 
mats, foxes sit on boxes, mules sit on stools). A disgruntled 
frog is told that he must sit on a log, and at the end he is sat 
on by a dog, who must sit on the frog.

We've been twice before to the Northcote, once to see 'What 
the Ladybird Heard' and another time to see 'Stickman'. Emily 
had really enjoyed both the previous productions, so as soon 
as the dates for Oi Frog were released, we booked! Although 
the tickets are quite expensive, I've always really enjoyed 
going to the theatre and I'd really like Emily to experience the 
same excitement as I do when sitting down for a new show!

We'd organised to go to the play with our friends who live in 
Gittisham, Rosie and three year-old Cleo. They arrived at our 
house in Honiton we set off for the university.

When we arrived the car parks were busy with parents 
carrying (or dragging) toddlers down to the theatre and outside 
were people milling about taking photos and collecting their 
tickets. I collected our own tickets for Emily's scrapbook 

(currently purely aspirational but I'm hoping one day soon I'll find the time for it!)

Cleo and Emily were by this stage extremely excited and were busy dancing in the foyer, so Rosie and I corralled them up 
the stairs and towards the entrance to the theatre in a sea of toddlers.

It must be very exciting for a three year-old to sit in a real theatre and Cleo and Emily both looked slightly overwhelmed 
entering through the doors and seeing all the people. It was very busy and most of the seats were taken up with toddlers 
and parents, and the occasional baby. Rosie had made a chocolate 
cake for the girls to enjoy before the show started, which was much 
appreciated!

The show centred on a range of animal puppets, including a frog, 
dog, cat and ostrich. The cat was the 'teacher' who had a strict rule 
book that specified which animal may sit where, which the frog took 
exception to as he didn't want to sit on a log. Using a mixture of 
song, dance and props, the cast put on a fabulous show! Emily and 
Cleo were enthralled. Emily especially enjoyed the cat, who wore a 
big attractive mask. The book itself didn't lend itself particularly 
easily to being turned into a play, and I thought they did a brilliant 
job.

What I thought was particularly good was that the actors weren't 
dressed top-to-bottom as an animal, or in a costume, rather there 
was a just a hint of what the animal was and you needed your 
imagination to make it come to life. For example, the ostrich just had 
a rubber beak on a pair of fingers, but the actor's walk and arm 
movements really made it look like an angry ostrich!

The hour's performance whizzed by and soon we were back in the 
car heading home. Cleo and Emily chatted and sung the whole way 
home, giving Rosie and I a rare chance to talk uninterrupted!

It was getting late when we got home and the kids (and adults) were 
beginning to flag. Nancy had been left behind with daddy and had 
refused her supper, in a protest to my absence, so it was back to 
reality! Quick supper and off to bed! We're already looking forward 
to the next show, which is 'Zog', in July.





by Chris Harwood

Fenny Bridges To Chineway Hill And Back By A Different Route

Map OS Explorer 115 ? Exmouth & Sidmouth. 1:25000.

6.2 Miles

So, you like long incredible green sunken tracks, wonderful deciduous forest tracks and views over the East Devon 
countryside? Well, this is your walk. There is one short steep road section but otherwise no great climbs. Considerably 

muddy patches after heavy rain and in winter but easily avoided.

Chris, who lives in Talaton, has been a keen walker and mountaineer all his life, enjoying hikes throughout the UK and abroad. He 
has written 3 books describing the scenic wonders of East Devon, the Tale Valley and beyond. His informal and approachable style 
encourages all to get out and explore. "Great Walks in East Devon", "More Great Walks in East Devon" and "Great Walks around 
Ottery St Mary" are on sale at Talaton's Community Shop, Whimple Stores and the Curious Otter Bookshop in Ottery St Mary.

Take the old A30 road to Fenny Bridges and turn off beside the 
garage on to the Buckerell road. Pass under the first bridge and 
park in the wide pull-in on the right (Grid Ref SY112988). Return to 
the main A30 road; turn left and then cross with care to find the 
Public Bridleway close to the bridge. Worth a quick look over the 
bridge at the River Otter.

Stay on the broad, wonderful hedged Public Bridleway, not taking 
the stile to the right, up to the minor road. Cross over the road, 
through a gate and on the Public Bridleway up through the fields, 
staying close to the hedge on your left. Pass through a couple of 
gates and the open path merges into another wonderful hedged, 
deep, and wide grassy track that climbs very gradually for just over 
a mile, emerging at a thatched cottage on a cinder track. Follow the 
cinder track to the Public Bridleway sign, just before the road, and 
move forward up the short slope.

Here, take the track right into the woods and follow this beautiful 
canopied track just inside the ancient beech forest for a 
considerable distance to where, at a signed post, it crosses another 
track. Carry on straight across and, crossing a stile, you will soon 

come to some old outbuildings. Go alongside these buildings to emerge on a small lane beside a cottage. Straight on and 
over a stile into open pasture. Cross the field on a thin worn path moving left of the first big oak and then between the 
next two to reach a stile in the upper far corner. Into the really magnificent beech and oak woods, along the track to 
eventually reach the steep road up Chineway Hill. BUT, just before that hill note the seat on your right with the most 
wonderful view. No longer a brilliant seat but a super chance for the flask.

Refreshed, move on to the road ? can be some heavy traffic ? turn left and slowly move up to the brow of the hill. Wander 
left at the top over a low bar into the woods and along - yes - another wonderful wide straight track. Great old beech trees 
and strange fungi at the right time of year. Eventually, over another 
low rail and then cross straight over a track (bit muddy round here) 
into somewhat more open ground. Again, in the season, wonderful 
gorse and heather and silver birch. Stay on this track for some way, 
not taking a track diagonally back left, but at the three-way sign drop 
down left on a good track through the woods. You will cross over a 
track at a signed junction. (You may remember this crossing from 
earlier on in the walk). Follow the unmetalled road to the right and 
enjoy the very open and green track all the way down to Alfington 
Village, emerging by the brook.

Right on what can be a busy main road for some 300 - 400yds and 
on the brow of the hill turn left into a small lane. Follow this lane past 
various little cottages until it narrows into a leafy footpath that, via a 
gate, emerges into an open field. Cross diagonally right, to the 
rounded hedge and follow it to a double stile on your left. 
Immediately left again over a stile (see the River Otter down to your 
left) and down some wooden steps along to yet another stile. In 
about 50 yds the final stile leads you into the wide lane, which 
formed the start of the walk. Left to the road and with care back 
along to the car.



There is no time like the present to start preparing your garden for 
the Spring months ahead.

ColourFence has become increasingly popular across the UK with 
homeowners fed up of losing fences to winter storms and the hassle 
of replacing them.

ColourFence is designed to resist harsh weather conditions and will withstand 
wind gusts of up to 130mph! The weatherproof and durable ColourFence range 
has a number of core benefits that appeal to homeowners - it?s guaranteed not to 
warp, rot, peel or colour fade for the next 25 years.

When fencing maintenance costs are high, you want an option that is easy, low 
maintenance and cost-effective; and ColourFence is all those things and more, not 

least the 25-year guarantee. No painting, 
preserving, repairs or harsh cleaning 
chemicals, just an occasional hose down to keep it looking as good as new.

There?s a choice of colours available, green, brown, cream and blue - to harmonise 
and enhance your garden?s design. Choose a trellis in the same shade or 
contrasting colour. Both sides of the panels are the same colour meaning both you 
and your neighbour have a stunning fence to look at year after year, helping you 
build good neighbourly relations.

The panels are 2.35 metres wide compared to 1.8 metres wide for standard timber 
panels (so you need fewer panels like for like) and can be cut on-site to custom fit 
your garden, whatever the size and the natural contours of your land.

Our traditional metal garden gates are ideal for front gardens or driveways. With 
the ability to choose from simple drop bolts to key operated deadlocks we can 
guarantee the safety of your garden.

To arrange your free site survey & no-obligation quotation call 01823 792029or visit 
www.colourfencetaunton.co.uk

Colour Garden Fencing ... Built To Last For At Least 25 Years!



Book Review
by J0hn Burgess

It is interesting how one book 
leads to another. Recently, by 
different routes, I found myself 
immersed in Victorian England 
and in particular the world of 
Victorian theatre. Just before 
Christmas the BBC showed ?The 
Invisible Woman?, a film depicting 
the relationship between a 
middle-aged Charles Dickens and 
a young actress Ellen (Nelly) 
Ternan. It was based on a 
biography of the same name by 
Claire Tomalin and, having read 

her marvellous biography of Dickens, I just had to read her 
life of Nelly Ternan. It did not disappoint.

Tomalin?s portrayal of 19th Century theatre life reminded 
me of Shadow Play by Joseph O?Connor, a novel centred 
around the Lyceum Theatre in 1880?s London, when 
audiences flocked in to see Henry Irving and Ellen Terry 
play Hamlet and Ophelia, and when the theatre manager 
Bram Stoker was struggling to write a best-selling novel 
(review HVN Sept 2020). So, leading on from the life of 
Nelly Ternan, I found Ellen Terry?s gossipy biography 
online and was once more immersed in the life and 
society of late Victorian England, which of course included 
a certain Oscar Wilde - dandy, poet, playwright and wit. 
Wilde gets a walk-on part in Shadowplay, and Ellen Terry 
records that Wilde and Whistler were without doubt the 
most remarkable men she knew.

Which brings me to ?Oscar Wilde and The Candlelight 
Murders?, the first in a series of six novels by Giles 
Brandreth. Brandreth says, ?What makes Wilde 
particularly attractive as a character to write about is that 
he was such a fascinating and engaging human being. 
What makes him particularly useful - and credible - as a 
Victorian detective is that he had extraordinary access to 
all types and conditions of men and women, from the most 
celebrated to society?s outcasts, from the Prince of Wales 
to common prostitutes.? So, in The Candlelight Murders 
Oscar Wilde has turned detective, taking on the mantle of 
Sherlock Holmes who was just making his appearance in 
the stories of Wilde?s friend Arthur Conan Doyle. Giles 
Brandreth has great fun playing with the Sherlock Homes 
theme and gives Wilde his own Dr Watson in the shape of 
his friend and first biographer Robert Sherard. Here?s part 
of the intro to the novel:

?My name is Robert Sherard, and I was a friend of Oscar 
Wilde ? . I kept a journal of our times together. I promised 
Oscar that for fifty years I would keep his secret. I have 
kept my word. And now the time has come when I can 
break my silence. At last, I can reveal all that I know of 
Oscar Wilde and the Candlelight Murders. I must do it, for 
I have the record. I was there. I am the witness.?

On the first page Wilde hurries to an appointment. He 
enters a room expecting to meet someone but instead 
sees the naked body of young Billy Wood, lying on the 
floor, illuminated by six candles and with his throat cut. Yet 
when Wilde returns to the scene of the crime with Conan 
Doyle, the room is completely empty and completely 
clean. Who murdered Billy Wood and why, are the central 
mysteries of the novel. The police are strangely reluctant 
to pursue the case; a vicious stepfather is an obvious 
suspect; who are the men who meet at 23 Cowley St? 
Brandreth sets the puzzles early on and deftly merges the 
real, yet fictitious, Wilde with the wholly fictitious Holmes in 
this exchange:

?No, no, believe me,? he (Wilde) went on. ?Arthur wants to 
get away at once. His train departs within the hour. He has 
his ticket and scant means to buy another. He is strapped 
for cash, Robert. Like you, money is a perpetual worry to 
him. Unlike you, he pays his bills on time. Besides, it is his 
wife?s birthday and he is eager to hasten back to her, 
bearing gifts.? Oscar paused to sip his coffee. Doyle was 
gazing at him, wide-eyed with admiration. ?Mr Wilde, you 
are amazing,? he said. ?You are correct in every particular.? 
?Come, Arthur, no more ?Mr Wilde?, please. I am your 
friend. And I have studied your Study in Scarlet. This was 
scarcely a three-pipe problem.?

The Candlelight Murders is an enjoyable romp through the 
seedy Victorian underworld of rent boys and secret 
societies, heavily spiced with Wildean wit and epigrams. 
Like all detective novels red herrings abound and Wilde of 
course has worked out the main suspect while the reader 
is still floundering among the red herrings. This is a highly 
readable and very enjoyable story but, despite the 
evocation of Wilde?s wit and the Sherlock Holmes 
persona, not in the top tier of detective fiction.

Giles Brandreth has been obsessed with Wilde since he 
was young and he says, ?One hundred and seven years 
after his death, I am still having fun in his company and if 
you read Oscar Wilde and the Candlelight Murders, I hope 
you will, too. As Oscar once said, ?There is nothing quite 
like an unexpected death for lifting the spirits.??

Oscar Wilde and the Candlelight Murders





Around & About In Our Community

A six-year-old schoolgirl from Honiton who turned household 
chores into a charity challenge has raised more than £150 for 
the Devon Freewheelers blood bikes.

Elsie Horn, of George Street, Honiton, a Beaver with 3rd Exeter 
Air Scouts, was challenged by the group to fill a Smartie tube 
with 20ps to donate to charity. The youngster exceeded the 
challenge 14 times over when she spent 12 weeks earning 20p 

each time she was on dishwasher duty, made her bed, or helped around the 
home. She celebrated ending her successful challenge when she presented the 
charity volunteers with £179 as well as gaining her Beaver money skills badge.

Russell Roe, Devon Freewheelers Deputy CEO said: ?We are so impressed with 
Elsie?s efforts to help keep the blood bikes on the road. We believe she is our 
youngest fundraiser yet. Elsie has diligently completed her challenge over 12 
weeks, which has raised an incredible amount to help the blood bike volunteers 
continue supporting the NHS and community for free. The charity volunteers cannot do what they do, offering a free 
courier service, without the generous and selfless support of fundraisers like Elsie. We look forward to hearing about 
Elsie?s next fundraising challenge and we would welcome her help again in the future if she decided to support the 
Devon Freewheelers charity.?

Mum Kimberly Vicary said her daughter had chosen to help the blood bike volunteers after the family discussed 
charities to support based in East Devon. She said: ?Elsie went to Beavers and they were told they were going to 
collect 20ps for charity. We thought it was a lovely idea. We came home and spoke about it. We named a lot charities 
in our home area and she picked the blood bikes. She was quite adamant she wanted to do it for the Devon 
Freewheelers.You may not see the blood bikes, but you never know if you?re going to need their help. I hope she will 
continue to raise funds for charity - either another cause, or the blood bikes again.?

Elsie?s future hopes include raising funds for Little Princess Trust, like sister Millie who cut off 12 inches of hair, 
resulting in £600 for the charity.

Aged four, Elsie?s charity work started when she joined her family in 2020 to donate and hand out food to the 
homeless in Exeter.

Six Year Old Elsie Raises Funds for Devon Freewheelers

Thank you to Honiton Carnival for 
supporting Hospiscare

Members of the Honiton Carnival organising group 
recently presented a cheque donation to local fundraiser 
Toni Hiscocks  -  an incredible donation of £200.

The members held a number of fundraising activities - and 
thank you to all who attended last year's Honiton 
Christmas Carnival and donated.

Alzheimers Trek 26
Honiton resident Duncan Sheridan Shaw, together 
with 6 of his friends and fellow fitness fanatics,will be 
participating in the Alzheimers Trek26 in September.

They will be walking 26 miles around the English 
Riviera to raise funds for, and the profile of, The 
Alzheimers Society; they each need to raise £300 to 
qualify but aim to push the bar just that little bit 
further.

To that end they are organised a fundraising day at 
Tesco Honiton on Saturday 12th March where they 
rode two spin bikes, danced away and basically did 
as much as they could to get the cash flowing.



Around & About In Our Community

Hello everyone to April from The Lions Club.

It never ceases to amaze me the generosity of our local people of Honiton and District. We The Lions 
have been out collecting money for the refugees from Ukraine and I will let you know how we are getting 
on next month.

It is our intention to send donations to LCIF (Lions Clubs International Foundation) headquarters through 
our district 105SW. Around 50 Clubs are in our district and this is split into zones, of which ours is Zone 1 and includes 
Axminster, Budliegh Salterton, Sidmouth, Seaton and of course us in Honiton.

When the money from LCIF is distributed it will be sent to another Lions Club in the area in which the disaster is 
occurring, thus ensuring it gets to where it is needed most.

Since joining Lions in Honiton some 42 years ago my favourite selling point to incoming new members is every penny 
raised from the public goes to charity - any administration costs are covered by members through subs etc.

That is all the heavy stuff for now.

I would like to thank our sponsors for their generous support in providing prizes for our Grand Charity Draw which 
starts now - we only have 3,000 tickets to sell so hurry if you want to have a go.

The cost of printing the tickets is covered by Total Plumbing and Heating Supplies Ltd

The 1st prize of £100 Lynch Motor Company

A number of fifty pound prizes are covered by Paul Richards Motors, Overclean Ltd, Blamphayne Sawmill Ltd, 
SCS Porsche

Followed by 

A hamper from Tesco, Dinner for two at The Otter Inn, 

Logs from Allan Bright Sawmills and  A gift pack from Otter Brewery

THANK YOU, ALL SO, VERY MUCH FOR YOUR SUPPORT! THIS MEANS EVERY TICKET SOLD IS PROFIT and 
will help us to help local Community Care Charities.

Please don?t forget our mole screening day on the 21st May at The Mackarness Hall. See posters for details.

If you would like to know more about Lions and how we work, please call Brian the Lion on 01404 43738

Rotary is made up of men and 
women from all walks of life. 
Members serve the community, 
raising funds and distributing it to 
others who need it, be it local or 

International. We have members from Honiton, Ottery St 
Mary, West Hill, Exmouth and Cranbrook. Rotarians are 
people of action - We need new members from all 
backgrounds to join us so we can continue supporting 
our local and International communities.To do this we 
need YOU to join us. We welcome individual and 
corporate members to our club. The group meets weekly 
on a Tuesday evening at The Tumbling Weir in Ottery St 
Mary at 7.30pm. The meeting starts with a 2 course 
meal. We have a speaker, fellowship or a business 
meeting which starts around 8.30pm; you do not have to 
dine if you prefer not to. We are continuing hybrid Zoom 
meetings for our members who prefer not to socialise in 
bigger groups at this time. You would be very welcome 
at one of our meetings. Please contact Secretary Jim 
Cobley jamesgcobley@tiscali.co.uk if you would like 
to join us.

Ukraine appeal - Tesco Honiton - Once again the 
people from the Otter Valley gave generously to the 
bucket collection that we held on Friday 4th and 

Saturday 5th March at Tesco in Honiton. The amount 
raised was a phenomenal £6,225.91 - the full amount will 
be sent to help the people of Ukraine. Thank you to 
Tesco Honiton for allowing us to collect at your store.

Foreign and obsolete currency - Following the article 
in last month's magazine, we were contacted by more 
people with currency for this wonderful cause. If you 
have any foreign or British currency, coins or notes, 
you can contact Rotarian Caroline Thornton 
ct1959@hotmail.co.uk, who would be happy to 
arrange a collection from you and pass it on to Lyme 
Regis Rotary.

Community Raffle - We will be running the Devon and 
Cornwall community raffle again this year. We urge 
clubs, charities and schools to join us. It is an easy way 
to make money for your organisation - we provide the 
raffle tickets with your organisation's name printed on 
them, we also put up the prize money. Tickets are £1 
each, you keep 90 pence from every ticket sold. If you 
are interested in having raffle tickets, please contact 
mthuxtable@aol.com.

If you, your organisation, school or charity needs 
funds, please contact our Secretary on the above 

email address - we consider all applications.

News from 2 of our local organisations including ways they have been raising 
funds for Ukraine



Around & About In Our Community
Honiton Carers

Honiton Carers had a busy session on Wednesday 9th March with 4 speakers.

Our first speaker Mr. Chris Doran from Honiton Health Matters and Trip, gave a short talk on Energy and Energy 
Savings, and gave an example of how energy costs could rise over the next twelve months. He explained about 
refunds on Council Tax for houses in bands A to D who pay by direct debit (those people who are not paying by direct 
debit will have to apply).

Julie Glover from Exeter Community Energy (ECOE) which is a subsidiary of LEAP spoke next (0800 772 3617). The 
Company offers free impartial advice on energy in the East Devon Area for anyone who has a low income, receives 
tax credits, housing benefits, income or disability related benefits or has a long term illness or disability. She outlined 
the Warm Home Discount as well as how to register as a priority with the energy suppliers and also Southwest Water if 
you are a vulnerable person or someone who has a medical condition. Everyone not on a Smart Meter was advised to 
take a reading at the end of  March before the increased tariff comes in, as a check for charges on their forthcoming 
bill.

Ellie Lister from Lendology (01823 461099) spoke next. Lendology works with the Council and through them provides 
loans for home improvement and maintaining your home and Disability Service grants. They have a team of advisors 
who will guide you through the process of applying for a home improvement loan, assess your eligibility, how much 
you can borrow, and the loan best suited to your circumstances. Typical interest rate 4.2% APR.  

Sharon From TRIP was our final speaker. She gave a brief outline of their new project "Volunteer 4 All? which is an 
extension of the work TRIP has undertaken during the pandemic in recruiting, supporting and promoting the value of 
the wonderful work that volunteers do every day in our communities. The project seeks to engage with prospective 
volunteers and organisations alike to provide an important link between them. TRIP has a new office on Honiton High 
St, opposite the Community Church. where you can talk to Sharon or her colleague. 

Honiton Carers meet weekly at various premises, if you regularly care for a loved one and would like more 
information about our Carers Support Group please get in touch with Winnie Cameron on 07974 636926 or 
email winniekjaer@btinternet.com



The Something Different Miniature Farm
Travelling up Lower Marlpits Lane Honiton from St 
Michaels Church towards the Golf Club, on the left hand 
side is a patch of land, woodland and scrub. Over the 
years it has been owned by many different people 
including at one time Dr Terry Glanville. Today it is owned 
by a Dunkeswell couple who are in the process of setting 
up ?Something Different Miniature Farm?.

Behind the unprepossessing 
exterior is a thriving mini-farm 
which Wayne Banks and 
Sophie Bond with their 4 
children are working hard to 
develop. Their intention is to 
be a zero carbon Eco-Farm 
which they are starting from 
nothing.

Sophie said, ?Currently 
everything is minimalistic and 

we aim to be self sufficient, making use of recycled 
materials wherever possible. For example all of our pens 
are constructed from recycled  pallets kindly supplied by 
Jurassic Fibre to whom we have made a donation to their 
charity, Devon Air Ambulance. We have solar panels on 
our barn roof and our water comes from a natural spring. 
We will use this in future to power a small water wheel. We 
will not be living on the farm and the buildings are for the 
animals, bedding and feed.  Currently we have goats, pigs, 

chickens and ducks and we pride ourselves that all our 
animals are loved and have a nice life. One of our future 
ambitions is to have a hands-on area for children where 
we can arrange for small local groups to visit us and enjoy 
meeting our animals.?

Sophie grew up spending weekends at her stepdad?s farm 
in Templeton near Tiverton which she says were some of 
the best times of her life. ?I have always had the country in 
my blood and have always dreamed of owning my own 
farm one day so this is literally a dream come true for me.

Wayne is ex army and also an ex dog sled racer. He has 
raced in Alaska and across the Alps and represented 
Sweden in national events. He used to run sled rides to 
the North Pole and took families to meet Santa and his 
reindeer.

Sophie said, ?Wayne and I are 
trying to build the children a 
new happy positive future with 
plenty of love and stability with 
our mini farm at the centre. I 
have recently set up a go fund 
me page to raise funds for an 
area in the woodlands for free 
sensory sessions and groups 
to help underprivileged 
families and disabled children 
and adults in our area.

You can keep with their progress by following them on Facebook or on their website 
www.somethingdifferentminaturefarm.co.uk



Nature Notes
by Vernon Whitlock

It Looks Like a Bee to Me

I think it has been the nightmare of Covid and all the restrictions it brought that 
made me appreciate the little things. In my case the little things are the insects I 
find in my garden. I was already a spider enthusiast but during lockdown I 
developed a greater interest in flies, and the more I look at them the more 
fascinated I become. Now one of my weaknesses is that if I become interested in 
something, I become ?really? interested, although I like to think not to the point of 
obsession. However my ?interest? has led me to join the national fly group, the 
Dipterist Forum, and purchase nearly all the books on flies currently on the market. 
So if I now see a fly in the garden or in the house I have to catch it and, with the 
help of a microscope, see if I can identify it and send in records to the local 
Biodiversity Records Office.

It was on 27th February that my wife excitedly came in to tell me that she had 
spotted our first bee of the year on the Grape Hyacinths at the front of our house. I 
grabbed my camera and rushed out to get a shot. It is always easier to photograph 
insects in the winter months as they are slower to move and often spend time on 
walls or stones in the garden, warming up to enable them to fly. I managed to take 
the photo without the insect flying away and on closer examination I was able to 
inform her that what she thought was a honey bee was in actual fact a hoverfly!

To be precise it was a female Drone Fly, a member of the hoverfly family. At this 
point it would be very easy to bore you with details such as - the way to tell the sex 
of flies is that the eyes of males meet in the middle of the head and the female 
don?t - but at the risk of doing so here are a few more fly facts.

1. Hoverflies have two wings but bees have four. This is almost impossible to 
see as bees'  wings are held together with a series of ?velcro? type hooks 
on the rear wings which hook into the front wings, giving the appearance of 
being one.

2. Honey bees and bumble bees are social insects and make family nests in 
which they lay eggs. Hoverflies are solitary insects and lay eggs on their 
food source such as plants and dung.

3. Bees have long antennae and hoverflies have short stubby antennae. This 
is the easiest way to tell them apart - and just remember whilst hoverflies 
don?t sting bees do!

I can understand how my wife mistook the hoverfly on our Grape Hyacinth for a 
bee, because that is the intention. The naturalist H.W.Bates (1861) put forward a 
theory that insects such as hoverflies developed colour patterns similar to bees and 
wasps to deter predators, even though they are perfectly edible. This is known as 
?Bartesian mimicry?. Experiments with birds such as starlings have shown that they 
have difficulty in distinguishing hoverflies from bees and wasps so tend to avoid 
them. However some specialist feeders such as flycatchers take hoverflies along 
with bees and wasps and merely remove the stings before eating them. Other 
garden predators such as spiders and dragonflies are not fussy and will take bees 
and flies alike, managing to deal with stings without harm to themselves.

Being a fly enthusiast I could go on, but there is little doubt that hoverflies make a 
welcome colourful addition to any garden. They are effective pollinators and thier 
larvae feed on aphids and other garden pests, so why not see if you can tell the 
difference between bees and hoverflies in your garden and get to enjoy the little 
things.

If you have anything "wildlife related"  you would like to show me or tell 
me about please get in touch at honitonvillagenews@gmail.com

Honey Bee. Note the long antennae

Hoverfly (Eristalis) 'Drone Fly'

Hoverfly (Eureodes Corollae)

Hoverfly (Sphaerophoris)



View From THe Tower - St Peter's Dalwood



The Ramblings Of Gertie From Gittisham
Well ? I am back and absolutely exhausted. ?Where 
has Gertie been?? I hear you ask. Most certainly NOT 
up to London to look at the Queen. Dear me, NO! 
However, it is true I have been to London and when I 
inform you who my companion was, I know you will 
completely understand why I managed to get no 
further than feeling abject fatigue after staggering for 
hours around the maze that is the London 
Underground. Birdie, yes my infamous vagabond 
sister, Birdie, was my travelling comrade and how, 
throughout the day, I fearsomely regretted my 
spontaneous gesture of generosity.

A fortnight ago (or thereabouts), in an inebriated state of wanton abandonment, it would appear that Birdie wandered 
away from her known woodland tracks and ended up with her leg caught up in a wire trap. Given her stout boots, this 
should not have caused a problem, yet one suspects she may well have been crawling through the undergrowth on all 
fours at the time. Cutting a long, rambling story short and factoring in the family history of varicose veins, Birdie, whose 
vascular bundle protrudes like a snaking bell rope on a frosty morning, subjected herself to a deep cut, which bled 
profusely. Fortunately, her new tipple, ?Buckfast tonic wine? sustained her until a barking dog (possibly Bertie) alerted his 
compassionate dog owner to her plight.

I haven?t had her in my home, yet I know she sleeps in a nearby tumble-down cow-shed, by the slurry tank, so I ventured 
forth to enquire of her well-being, trying to avoid the foul green puddles of liquid dung. Birdie seemed depressed, most 
decidedly low in spirits, in every sense of the word, and that is when I heard myself, as if from a far-off distance, 
suggesting a rail trip to ease the monotony of her curtailed adventuring. ?Lunnin, Lunnin,? she repeatedly mumbled and it 
was then I realised this would fulfil a long-wished-for ambition of hers to view favourite works of art only viewed from 
various tattered books left discarded in Gittisham Bus Shelter and purloined by Birdie to light fires and no doubt satisfy 
some other bodily activity . . .How wonderful, I naively thought, to make possible for Birdie to visit Tate Britain. She could 
browse the paintings of William Blake and study her favourite, ?The Ghost of a Flea?. Possibly, we could even fit in the 
Hogarth Exhibition, where she could peruse a series of Hogarth?s more satirical works: ?Gin Lane?, ?Beer Street? and ?A 
Harlot?s Progress?, which seem to enthral my sister, each image resonating with a peculiar familiarity.

I actually felt quite excited about the prospect of some culture for myself, so 
hastened away to make the necessary arrangements. As the day for our 
journey dawned, I made her a sandwich for the journey drawing inspiration 
from Ulysses? Leopold Bloom, ?Then he put a forkful into his mouth, chewing 
with discernment the toothsome pliant meat.? Oh Birdie! How she does love 
the tangy, urine flavour of a slightly scorched kidney. Slathered with a thick 
layer of mustard, I slapped the slices of bread together and popped the 
package into Birdie?s copious brown bag where, nestling within, I spotted a 
bottle of ?Buckfast.? No sooner were we at Honiton Station, with Birdie in her 
best outfit, when out comes said bottle and there she is gurning and supping 
and all before ten o?clock in the morning. I despair. Bundled into her seat, 
mask hanging off one ear, Birdie was fortunately soothed by the repetitive 
motion of the electrified wheel-work. I found myself softly speaking the 
opening lines from Emily Dickinson?s poem, ?The Railway Train?,?I like to see 
it lap the miles,/And lick the valleys up. .' . Meanwhile, Birdie, ?as happy as 
the day is wet? unknowingly mimics phrases likened to those used by James 
Joyce in Finnegans Wake: ?babbling, bubbling, chattering away to herself, 
deloothering the fields . . . leaning with a sloothering slide, giddy-gaddy grannyma gossipaceous? slack mouth masticating 
as the ?Buckfast? bottle empties.

We are surrounded by empty seats as passengers hasten past finding seats in more crowded, yet more congenial, 
carriages.

Waterloo, London! Birdie, fuelled by a drink, which it is claimed ?has supernatural powers of destruction? is leaning heavily 
on my arm, her injured leg slip-slopping along in a shoes several sizes too large. We descend by escalator into the 
sulphurous labyrinth of the London Underground. Two doddering old women perched with uncertainty, wavering with 
indecision, causing mayhem to those intent on reaching their destination with time to spare. I slightly loosen my grip and 
Birdie, ?mazed? by the crowds, is gone - tap-tapping along and swallowed up by a sudden throng of teenage girls grouped 
together and taking ?selfies?. ?BIRDIE!? I screech to no avail. And so begins the frantic panic and the endless hours of 
searching. Hobble-de-hoh. What a day. Birdie is eventually recovered, a bedraggled old piece of lost property at the most 
northern, subterranean station, Hampstead - 58.5 metres below ground level. She is dancing reggae style, her senile gait 
more pronounced, her toothless grin wider and more vacant than ever. Clutched in her hand is a Chillum pipe and a 
music man is singing the song, ?Don?t worry ?bout a thing, ?Cause every little thing gonna be alright . . .?



Bertie Enjoys His Birthday
Hello! My name is Bertie and as a young Working Cocker 
Spaniel I am one very lucky pooch. I live in a beautiful valley 
near Honiton, and Hembury Fort is my castle.

By Gollykins what a truly fabulous time of it I have been having. 
It was my birthday and we celebrated in the best way ever; we 
had a lovely long walkies including a picnic lunch, then back to 
Bertie HQ for pressies (a green crocodile I have called Dundee) 
and then a game of hide and seek followed by a super snooze 
in my cosy basket. Who could ask for a more perfect day.

Now that I am four years old I am told that I am beginning to 
calm down a little and show a bit of doggie common sense. 
Don?t get me wrong - I still get very excited about stuff, show 
great curiosity in anything or anyone new and have a constantly 
wagging tail. Over the years I have gradually learned the art of 
pleasing my humans by doing stuff like: sitting and waiting, 
coming when called (mostly) and walking on the lead.

It is hard work getting it all right but I am beginning to get the 
hang of it now. I am getting very excited as my humans tell me I 
shall soon be getting to play with some new puppies, how 
amazing is that. My human bestie has got a new little bundle of 
gorgeousness and my doggie friend Midge has got a tiny 
playmate come to live with her. It is going to be such fun when 
we get together and I am told I will have to be the mature 
calming influence showing the littleun?s right from wrong ? yeah 
and pigs might fly!

Hope you like my photos - you can see what a long, long 
way I've come in four years!



What's On
As a small independent charity-run venue, the Beehive has 
provided events and opportunities for the community 
whenever possible - practically and financially - throughout 
the past two years. Moving forward, there are all sorts of 
activities and events on offer so please give your 
continued support.

If you?re looking for activities for young/emerging talent, 
there are some great performing-arts groups like the 
Honiton Community Theatre who will be recruiting for their 
summer show. Theatre Kidz have classes every Saturday 
and there?s a friendly Folk café and Acoustic night in the 
café bar on 3rd Wednesday of each month plus dance 
classes for adults and young people with East Devon 
Dance Academy, and Western Spirit line dancing on 
Wednesday evenings. Under 5?s children with parents and 
carers can join Wren Music to sing & share songs, play in 
a band and dance around on Tuesdays 10-11am - contact 
Wrenmusic.co.uk.

There are monthly dementia-friendly, relaxed screenings of 
Nostalgic cinema, with subtitles and tea, biscuits and chat 
afterwards in the café. Many local organisations use the 
Beehive for events, and fundraisers too.

There are some fab films coming up; Jim Broadbent and 
Helen Mirren star in a comedy, based on a true story, 
about a taxi driver who pinched a Goya painting from the 
National Portrait Gallery ?The Duke?(12A), then there?s ?Ali 
and Ava?(15) Bradford?s pitch perfect love story, a moving 
yet often very funny film buoyed by great performances 
and an eclectic soundtrack. Mark Rylance and Sally 
Hawkins star in ?Phantom of the Open?(12A),a golf comedy 
with an unlikely hero that will make you laugh and cry. 
Then look out for the Downton and Fisherman?s Friends 
sequels, plus National Theatre Live and Royal Opera 

House screenings.

Upcoming live music includes awesome young bands like 
Captain Accident & The Disasters - an energetic mix of 
ska, reggae and soul, Cornish Bluegrass with Flats & 
Sharps and the fabulous Noble Jacks hailed as the finest 
purveyors of folk-influenced Americana. In May, Cable 
Street Collective mix African-influenced guitars and beats 
with soulful female vocals, socially conscious lyrics and 
western melodies, creating an alt-pop sound - guaranteed 
to get everyone to their feet! The Beehive is an ideal safe 
venue for first forays to see fresh festival bands at standing 
gigs for young people who haven?t had the chance to get 
out much over the past two years. There?s always a 
friendly welcome!

Also you can see big folk favourites such as Show of 
Hands, Fairport Convention, St Agnes Fountain and local 
lads Joe and Cole in India Electric. Tony Christie is coming 
in June with his full band - a warm up prior to playing 
Glastonbury - Is this the way to Amarillo? I hear you say!

There are also some excellent tribute bands playing. Get 
your dancing shoes on for Take a Chance on Us - Abba 
tribute, Genesis Visible Touch, The Darkside of Pink Floyd, 
Voodoo Room- Hendrix & Cream tribute, The Alter Eagles 
and Unravelling Wilburys.

Over the summer, there are plans for ?Meet me at the 
Beehive? afternoons to restart along with children?s 
workshops and a return of the science and arts ?Festival of 
Imagination? on 15th/16th. A Young Creatives scheme and 
Beehive youth takeover are planned for October.

Pop in for a flyer, check out the website and sign up for the 
monthly email newsletter, and most of all, enjoy your 
community venue! Wendy and the Beehive team.



What's On

Honiton?s preparing to celebrate the Queen?s Platinum Jubilee in June and everyone is invited.

There?s a variety of events suitable for all the family. 

Jubilee Celebrations in Honiton

 Thursday 2nd and Friday 3rd June -  ?Active Honiton?  - we?ll be kicking these off with numerous 
sporting demonstrations from clubs such as Twin Tigers, JW Dance, Honiton Rugby Club, English Goju Ryu 
Karate Federation, East Devon Dance and many more; all of which will be taking place on Allhallows playing 
field.

Saturday 4th June - ?Honiton For All? day - the day?s events will include the three Jubilee runs, the Junior 
Mile (£2 entry), the Jubilee 3 Mile/5k (£5 entry) and the Platinum 7 Miler (£10 entry). All the runs start and 
finish in the High Street outside St Paul?s Church at 10:00 am.

Every finisher will receive a fantastic souvenir Platinum Jubilee Medal. To help spur you on on your run, we?ll 
have the super tasty Albethel Waffles & Doughnuts which will be available to buy at the finish. Delicious!

Along with the run, Honiton?s traditional street market will of course be bustling. We?re encouraging everyone 
to come down to the High Street and enjoy what the town has to offer, which will be plenty! With all the pubs, 
cafes and restaurants opening their doors, you?ll be spoilt for choice.

Run Venture Running Hub will be providing their expertise on shoes and kit, whilst Abby Raddon and her 
team from AR Sports Therapy will be on hand to give sports massages after the run. Hog Roasts, live music 
and a disco in the evening will be a fantastic way to end the day?s events.

Sunday 5th June - ?Honiton In The Community? day - there?ll be a parade in the morning with the local 
Cadets and the Royal British Legion. The main event will of course be the ?Big Tea?, a sit down street party 
to remember such an historic occasion. This is a free event, so pack your tastiest picnic, put on your Sunday 
best and help raise a toast to the Queen?s Jubilee!

If you would like to take part in the ?Big Tea? we?d love to hear from you, as tables and chairs will be provided by us 
in the town. Therefore knowing numbers in advance is essential. You can contact us via email on: 
honitonjubilee@gmail.com.

As a wonderful bonus to the Platinum celebrations, an official Jubilee Beacon will be lit for all to see on top of 
Roundball Hill.

The Platinum Jubilee events are all being organised by a working group committee, who are all volunteers, donating 
their time to help the town mark this special occasion.

If you can help volunteer in any way over the four days it will be greatly appreciated to make these events 
happen.

If you?re a business who?d like to sponsor the event, we have varying packages available to promote your 
Business. Please get in touch using the email address provided if this is of interest.



What's On

?Talaton ? A War-Time Refuge? tells the true story of six of the twenty-three Polish 
Jewish children who were evacuated from Poland, on the Kindertransport, just 
before the outbreak of World War Two and were ?homed? in Talaton. The play, written 
by Tom Samson the company?s director, is based upon extensive research, family 
archives and first-hand interviews with some of those whose stories are retold 
through the drama.

The story is obviously set against the backdrop of war-torn Europe but shows how, in 
a small Devon community, young lives could be transformed through understanding, 
care and, ultimately, love. In the words of one of the children homed in Talaton and 
recently interviewed for this production, ?All of our lives were touched and changed 
forever by the kindness of poor, simple country folk who had little money for 
themselves but opened their homes to give us shelter, care, love and hope for the 
future.?

This is the story of the Kindertransport children as it happened in Talaton. This story, 
in various ways, was to repeat itself throughout the country. It is a story where the 
?first-hand experience? has almost been forgotten, leaving us with the dry historical 
details of those events. Through the words and writings of the survivors, the 

contributions of their families and the projection of archive photographs and documents during the performance, this 
ultimately uplifting story is brought back to life and once again made known. It is also a story that speaks to us today, 
as once again, as a country, we have to confront the issues concerned with vast numbers of refugees seeking 
sanctuary away from the horrors of their own homes. Copies of the play, which is historically accurate, will be available 
to purchase at the performance.

For this production we will be transforming the ?Christmas Barn? at Cotley Farm into an open, airy, enclosed theatrical 
venue. We will be bringing into the venue comfortable seating, major stage setting, lighting and sound as well as a 
projection system. There will be a licensed bar open from 7.30pm and during the interval.

Honiton Pottery Collectors' 
Society

Sunday 8th May

You are invited to the Honiton Pottery Collectors? 
Society Meeting Sunday 8th May 

11am - View a lovely variety of hand painted 
Honiton pottery and bring your pots to show our 
experts

11:20am - Discussion of favourite Honiton pots 
from 1960-1995 (Redvers era) from plates sold in 
Harrods, Selfridges and Next to pots that feature in 
the V&A Museum Design Collection and even 
quirky duck/rabbits!

2:15pm - Discussion of pottery decorated with 
boats made by Crown Dorset and Honiton 
Potteries

At The Heathfield Inn Function Room, Walnut 
Road, Honiton EX14 2UG

Visitors welcome for all or part of the day, 
refreshments available - entry £2

See our website:www.hpcsoc.com or Facebook 

Contact Details  - Rich Elliott's Classic Car Group

Our apologies - Rich's telephone number was 
printed incomplete in our March edition.

If you  are interested in joining his Classic Car 
group and would like to contact Rich, the correct 

number is 07521 923307 



What's On

Honiton Garden Club
Next Meeting

Thursday 21 April 6.30-8.00pm

St Paul's Church Honiton

Speaker : Leigh Edwards

Genetically Modified Crops

Non-members 
welcome to join our 

meeting (£3)

Don't forget to let us know about the events 
you are planning

We would be happy to let the wider 
community know - written pieces free and 

posters at discounted advert prices for local 
not for profit organisations

Contact us at

honitonvillagenews@gmail.com

. Please note that our next magazine will 
cover both May and June.

East Devon Round 64 Mile Ultra 
Marathon. Saturday 30th April 

The East Devon Round is an annual trail ultramarathon 
on the Saturday of the 1st May Bank Holiday each year. 
This is a small local event with around 100 entrants and 
this year is on Saturday April 30th. It is based out of 
Offwell Village Hall and comprises 64 miles, 10,000 feet 
of climbing, and links both the East Devon AON) and the 
Blackdown Hills AONB plus the Jurassic Coast World 
Heritage Site in one incredible day of running. (Fastest 
time for 2021 11hrs 46mins and last finisher 21 hrs 58 
mins).

There will be marking tape in places to help runners stay 
on course. We will collect this in as soon as possible 
once the runners have gone through.

The route aims to showcase some of the highlights of 
East Devon and passes near or through Offwell, 
Cotleigh, Dalwood, Axminster, Lyme Regis, Seaton, 
Sidbury, Gittisham, Honiton, Dunkeswell, Luppitt and 
Combe Raleigh.

This year we are raising funds for Combe Raleigh 
Playgroup, Offwell Village School and the Rich 
Wigram NZ Farming Scholarship.



Honiton u3a is looking forward confidently to the 
future as it launches its programme of meetings for 
the year that begins in April.

U3a is a learning co-operative of like-minded 
people in their third age that enables its members 

to share educational, creative and leisure activities. Members are able to take part in a 
wide variety of activity groups run by its members. At present, there are 29 different 
groups.

Subjects covered by activity groups range from history and photography, to crochet 
and wine tasting. There are also walking groups and those devoted to subjects as 
diverse as current affairs and meteorology, poetry reading and hand-bell ringing. 
Several additional groups have begun over the last year, often run or inspired by new 
members.

The new year of monthly talks at The Beehive begins in April. Subjects include the 
work of the charity Shelterbox, protecting yourself against fraud, connecting with nature 
and the 100th anniversary of the BBC.

One of the more intriguing subjects is a talk entitled Passports, Assassins, Traitors and 
Spies, being given by Martin Lloyd on May 18th. His talk tells the stories of how three 
passports have played an influential role in the course of history: an attempted 
assassination, the capture of a spy and the passport itself as killer.

The new season of talks starts on April 20th when Cheryl Fellows Bennett is giving a 
talk on the history of David Austin Roses, and on the processes behind the breeding of 
English Roses. All talks take place at The Beehive, and begin at 2 p.m.

Membership of Honiton u3a is presently £10 a year, with a special rate of £17 for 
two members living at the same address. Further information about Honiton u3a 

and how to join is available on its website: u3asites.org.uk/Honiton

What's On
PLEASE NOTE THAT 
OUR NEXT EDITION 
OF THE MAGAZINE 
WILL COVER BOTH 

MAY AND JUNE.

THIS IS DUE TO THE 
NUMBER OF PUBLIC 

HOLIDAYS, 
CLOSURES IN THE 

PRINT INDUSTRY AND 
PERSONAL 

COMMITMENTS FROM 
OUR TEAM OF 
VOLUNTEERS.

PLEASE MAKE SURE 
YOU SEND US 

DETAILS OF YOUR 
EVENTS FOR BOTH 
MAY AND JUNE BY 

THURSDAY 14 APRIL

WE LOOK FORWARD 
TO HEARING YOUR 

NEWS





A View From The Hills
by Miranda Gudenian

A telephone call from beekeeper Rob in Whitestaunton: ?Have your bees survived the winter? They should be flying on a 
morning like this.?

Our honeybees do not reside in a hive. Their nest is in a gap behind the bargeboard in the thatch above my mother?s 
bedroom window. Rob, who has scooped up several of their swarms over the past few years - grand little bees, mild of 
temperament - was anxious that the wet winter had not decimated the colony. No sign of them that morning, but I knew 
they were alive. A patch on the slope of the ceiling is warm to the touch and behind it the bees would be creating their 
own central heating, vibrating their wings to regulate the temperature in the nest. My fear was whether their larder of 
honey would last long enough to keep them alive to the end of hibernation. Honeybees won?t fly unless the temperature 
reaches 55 degrees Fahrenheit (bumblebees with thicker fur coats head out at lower temperatures) and so their winter 
store food is vital. If they use it up and it is too cold to fly, the bees die of starvation.

A week later and we woke to an ?Oh to be in England now that April?s there? morning, the sort of morning that the poet 
Robert Browning yearned for. Well, in truth it was mid-March, but sunlight spread a warm hand on the earth, a thrush 
sang each song twice over; almost overnight tiny leaves had sprouted on the vast rose that scrambles over the garden 
hedge and a chaffinch sang not quite on the orchard bough but on the pear tree against the house wall.

The bees were flying, though worryingly few of them. Clearly, our colony has only just made it through to Spring. The 
immediate need being food to replenish dwindling stores, the bees? flightpath led to the sweetly scented flowers of the 

mahonia beside the garden steps, a venerable fifty-year-old bush already 
humming with bumblebees. If you don?t know this lovely shrub but have 
space in your garden I recommend it, not just for its glorious fragrance but 
to offer a lifeline to bees. At this time of year, when bees are rubbing the 
winter from their eyes and setting off into the warm Spring air, a plentiful 
supply of plants rich in energy-giving nectar and pollen is vital to help them 
build up strength after hibernation.

Take comfrey for instance - and, candidly, in my garden you could take it 
by the barrowload and make scarcely an impression on the clump in the 
border in front of the house - but bumble and honey bees consider it the 
Ritz. It is just dwarf comfrey, nothing horticulturally splendiferous, but on 
that Spring morning dozens of bees were dining inside the pendulous 
cream flowers. From there, the bees zoomed off to the next restaurants, a 
flowering currant and a berberis, then to the snack bars at ground level, a 
patch of lungwort, a ribbon of the dark-leaved violet, ?viola labradorica?, and 
the ivory-white sweet violet called ?Mrs Barton? that happily runs along the 
garden room step.

Should you possess even the tiniest garden the bees will thank you for 
cultivating a few clumps of the buttery-yellow common primrose, primula 
vulgaris. It likes dappled places which most gardens have or can easily 
create and is an excellent source of bee-food, unlike the cheery-coloured 
primulas and polyanthus that brighten our Spring containers. They carry no 
nectar or pollen and are a definite thumbs down as far as bees are 
concerned.

My dislike of a garden scrubbed clean ensures that semi-wildlings are 
emboldened to sow themselves and none more so than green alkanet, 
known in these parts as Bird?s eye or Pheasant?s eye. May I put in a good 
word for it as a garden plant? I confess to giving it almost free rein to seed 
in the borders. It can be a bit of a thug and if you don?t want it, say, in the 
roots of a rose then winkle it out before the long tap root reaches Australia. 
But its saving grace is the little round flower, a Michelin star restaurant for 
bees, producing nectar in massive quantity. And what a colour it is, blue as 
an Italian summer sky, blue as the Mediterranean in one of those 
enchanting bays off the Italian coast.

I do not use the images of Italy casually. Tuscany produces some of the finest honey in the world, from bees foraging in 
that Botticellian landscape to create millefiore honey, honey of a thousand flowers. Robert Browning, who wrote his 
famous poem ?Home Thoughts from Abroad? in Italy the year before he and the poet Elizabeth Barrett married and went to 
live in Florence, often enjoyed it with breakfast. In a letter to an ancestor of a friend of mine Browning listed some of the 
flowers foraged by the local bee -April 2022, comfrey, primroses, violets and alkanet among them.



Introducing Volunteer4All

Hello, I am Sam Williams, the Volunteer Coordinator for the 
Volunteer4All project. 

Volunteering has been a part of my life ever since my college 
days where I first volunteered  at a local charity shop to gain 
experience to help me secure the job I would later take at 
Tesco. During my year between college and university I also 
visited India where I volunteered teaching English and maths 
to young children. More recently, having not  long graduated, 
the desire to volunteer was reignited within me as I was out of 
employment and wishing to add value to my life and my local 
community. Which is why, outside of my role with TRIP, I also 
volunteer with the Citizens Advice Bureau in Tiverton. 

The impact of this project really stood out to me when I was 
looking for a new job. We are all too acutely aware of the 
health-related consequences of the pandemic; however, the 
mental health issues are equally impactful. We at 
Volunteer4All will help alleviate anxieties people may have 
about re-engaging with their local communities as a result of 
the pandemic.  

Within our first couple of weeks of being live, we have built 
positive relationships with organisations across East Devon 

who are looking for volunteers to help with their cause. Additionally, we have had a person already reach out to us in 
order to help rebuild their confidence which will put them back onto the pathway to employment. To help with this we have 
facilitated a meeting with a local organisation and a volunteering role has already been accepted. To immediately see a 
positive impact of our project has absolutely validated the assumptions I had of the benefit of this project and to see it 
materialise so quickly is truly wonderful. 



Making Space For Wild Flowers
by Andrea Rye, Combe Garden Centre

From summer to late autumn my garden is heaving with insects; sometimes there are 
so many pollinators that the sound of their wings is like a constant hum and seeing and 
hearing them is just a pure pleasure. It always amazes me how many insects my 
garden supports, and how we can all support a huge amount of wildlife with minimal 
effort. Even if your garden is mostly shrubs and you have no room for a pond, you can 
attract pollinators and support many native species by dedicating an area of your 
garden to wild plants and flowers. If you are thinking of growing wild flowers this year, 
well this is the month to get started!

Sow a wildflower meadow

If you are fed up of mowing your grass and never use the space it takes up why not 
wild it? This method is labour intensive but will give you a fabulous display of flowers. 
However annuals need to be sown each year so if you decide you do not want to 
repeat the process, or at least most of it, use perennial wildflower seed mixes. If you 
decide to sow perennials you will probably need to reduce the fertility of the soil under 
your lawn as they prefer poor soil; annual wildflowers prefer richer soil. Most lawns are 
fed several times per year so stop feeding it. Next you will want to remove the grass 
and first few inches of soil, if possible, using a turf cutter or turfing iron and a spade. If 
you want to remove the grass but not the soil under the grass, you can reduce the 
fertility by sowing a crop of mustard plants in March; the hungry devils should munch 
up lots of nutrients and make the soil better suited to wildflowers that can be sown later. 
When your soil is ready rake it off to a fine tilth that will be good for sowing seeds onto. 
To give your seeds the best chance, leave the soil for a week or two and then hoe off 
the seedlings that germinate from the seed bank in the soil; this can be done several 
times, with a few weeks space between if you have the patience. Then you will need a 
wildflower seed mix. A good mixture will contain not just flowers but also the food plants 
for butterfly and moth caterpillars, such as birds-foot trefoil and sorrel etc. To sow the 
wildflower seeds in situ, scatter the seeds evenly over the prepared soil. Take a garden 
rake and lightly rake the area to cover the seeds. Finally, water well with a fine spray 
and in a month or two you should have flowering wild plants.

Incorporate wildflower plugs into your lawn

This method takes a lot less work but can a bit more expensive than sowing a large 
area with a seed mix. You will either need to sow wildflower seeds into a seed tray with 
compartments, a ?cell? tray, or buy plug plants from a garden centre. The former is 
more work but cheaper; by using a tray with cells you can just plant the plugs 
throughout your lawn when they have filled out the cell with roots. Whether you grow 
plugs or buy them, just cut out small areas of grass and soil from your lawn the same 
size as the plugs, pop them in and water.

Allow some space for ?undesirables?

We tend to focus on flowers but without the caterpillar food plants we won?t get the 
adults we love watching. This is especially true of stinging nettles. Normally no one 
wants to have stinging nettles in their gardens, the brutes spread and sting, but they 
are vital to many species of butterflies. Last year when we started using the overflow 
carpark at Combe Garden Centre, I was privileged to watch the bare hedgerow in the 
car park become covered in stinging nettles and subsequently thousands of 
caterpillars! It was incredibly impressive, and reminded me of the vital importance of 
plants that we normally demonise and rip out. The caterpillars of Comma, Peacock, 
Red Admiral and Small Tortoiseshell butterflies depend on stinging nettles and if we 
don?t allow them to grow, we will not have any butterflies so if you have an unused or 
out of the way area, allow them to flourish there.If you have children or grandchildren, 
letting them see caterpillars developing on normally shunned food plants will also help 
future generations understand how to fully support insects and why we need more than 
just pretty flowers to safeguard our precious wildlife. Other plants to include in your 
hedge, beds or meadow that support a large number of species, are Blackthorn, 
Ragwort, Agrimony, Black Medic, Broom, Buckthorn, Bird?s-foot-trefoil, Dog Violet, 
fescues and Goat Willow. Even if you have no room for wildflowers or stinging nettles, 
plant Nepeta, Asters, Eryngiums and Buddleia and watch your garden come to buzzing 
life. Just a few carefully chosen plants can make a huge difference. Now go forth and 
help bring back our beautiful wildlife!
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Easter 2022
by Martin Long

The beginning of the Easter holidays usually comes as a blessed relief to 
teachers and pupils everywhere, coming as it does at the end the of ?the 
tightrope term?. This memorable phrase was coined by the headmaster of 
the fictional Devon boarding school in R F Delderfield?s novel To Serve 
Them All My Days. And it sums up perfectly the atmosphere of that long, 
arduous route march from Christmas to Easter that every teacher knows 
so well.

During the long weeks of winter, a combination of bad weather, the 
constant absence of pupils and staff, and a general irritability that has a 
lot to do with journeys to and from school in the dark, has everyone 
teetering on the edge of that slippery tightrope. So, it is no wonder that 
the inspirational Algie Herries in Delderfield?s book is always on the 
lookout not just for pupils about to fall off the tightrope, but also for ways 
to distract and entertain them, to take their minds off the swaying winds 
of impending crisis.

I was reminded of all this recently, when the Government began to ask 
retired teachers like me to consider returning to the classroom, to support 

a profession that has been stretched to the limit during the pandemic.

I still remember vividly the first time I experienced the tightrope term first hand. I had spent the Autumn in Exeter, at what 
used to be St. Luke?s College, but was by then part of the university. Now it was time for our tutors to send another batch 
of young fledgling educators out into the field, for a term in local schools.

I say ?local? but that I soon learned was a relative term. When the list of placements was read out, I was destined for a 
long train ride to Cornwall. And so it was that I arrived one cold and damp November day in the china clay town of St. 
Austell, feeling slightly disorientated and rather apprehensive, with a letter of introduction to the school I would be joining 
in January.

There were plenty of bumps in the road in the term that followed. That?s par for the course as a student teacher. There 
were slightly horrified looks on both sides, for instance, the day I met my new Year 9 class and realised that among their 
number was the daughter of my new resident landlady.

But all in all it was a fascinating term. I met some wonderful teachers, and worked on a remarkable school production of 
Dylan Thomas? play for voices Under Milk Wood. I even helped run the school?s new dance group, which for someone 
who has two left feet was slightly bizarre in itself.

Of course, there were also challenges. All student teachers quickly learn that during the night when no-one was looking, 
someone has painted ?Novice Teacher; Please Misbehave? on their forehead in a way only pupils can see. Thankfully, 
with a lot of patience, hard work and a large dose of luck, the paint starts to fade, and pupils get used to you being 
around. You will never quite be their real teacher. But at least you can try to earn the honorary title of Teacher in 
Residence - the one who is here just for now.

Like everything else that term, I faced the challenge of establishing myself with sceptical pupils with the same kind of 
mixture of grim determination and grudging good humour that somehow we all manage to summon up in such 
circumstances.

That seems to be the British way. We learn to laugh at what we can?t avoid, and to do whatever is needed to get through 
things as best we can, while quietly moaning to anyone who will listen about how those in authority have messed up 
again, leaving us to sort it all out.

The first tightrope term is a rite of passage for all educators. But if it teaches you anything, it is to appreciate all the more 
the day when the sun comes out and you realise that Spring has finally arrived, and we can all get down off that tightrope, 
at least for another year.

Did You Know?
The author of To Serve Them All My Days, R F Delderfield, although originally a Londoner,  lived and worked for nearly 
50 years in East Devon. His father bought the Exmouth Chronicle with a partner and Delderfield joined the staff on the 
paper, later becoming its editor. In 1936 he had Dove Cottage (now The Gazebo) built on Peak Hill in Sidmouth and 
lived there until his death in 1972. Many of his books, including To Serve Them All My Days, are based on his 
experiences both at school then working and living in Devon. In honour of its famous resident, at the top of Peak Hill in 
Sidmouth, very near his home, you will find the beautiful Delderfield Community Nature Reserve, a tranquil wildflower 
meadow with breathtaking views over Sidmouth and across to Portland Bay. 









Canine Socialisation : What Does That Look Like From A Professional Point Of View?
by Jude  Davidson

Jude Davidson is an award winning dog walker and cat sitter who also loves writing dog blogs. She lives in 
Honiton with her cat Lunar and her dog Elsa and is the owner of Park Life Honiton which she started 5 years 
ago. 

Jude has honed her walks into activities-based wilderness trails, designed for gun dogs to improve their 
focus, socialisation, general health and happiness in the beautiful Blackdown Hills. She provides top tip 
videos, lovely photography, stories and information to her customers so they can be part of the fun too.

To join the Park Life Wilderness Club or for more information

07427500766 or parklifehoniton@gmail.com

As a Honiton dog walker and canine care professional I've seen patterns in dog 
behaviour change in the last couple of years. It impacts my business massively 
but I absolutely do what I can to help clients that turn to me for advice.

For example, I have two dogs that are part of the fixtures and fitting of my 
wilderness trails; I love those girls to bits but have stumbled on some issues 
because sometimes they run away. Neither one of them was happy and that's 
because our lovely quiet trails turned into race course and play battle ground for 
one very happy, excited and tremendously bouncy iso pup (a puppy bought in 
the Covid isolation period) that hadn?t had much socialisation for obvious reasons 
- and that's not anyone's fault, it's just the way it was. She is the best dog in the 
world and I know that the owners and I have now achieved great things with 
getting her to settle down a bit. Her owner made a brilliant decision in deciding to 
hire a dog behaviourist and the training they?ve been doing works a treat.

So what did I do to help the situation get better? I was totally honest with the 
owners and we came up with a plan;,

I spoke to iso pup's owner to see if we could play some great games so that she's less focused on the dogs and more on 
the handlers. 

I advised the owner to seek professional help from a dog behaviourist.

I advised the owners not to let her play with other dogs for a while until we have her full attention and loves her handler 
more than dogs and running around. 

I put her on the lead when she got over excited and got her finding treats instead of stalking the others.

I stopped her from jumping on and annoying the other dogs because it is MY responsibility to teach her manners and not 
someone else?s dogs.

She was a young dog and I didn?t want her to be older than her time and play is a very important factor in her mental 
health but if that comes from you instead of other dogs then that's half the battle of dog training - great recall and 
acceptable behaviours around other dogs.

People worry about socialisation too much and many people believe that meeting as many dogs as possible and letting 
them go bananas is socialisation.

It isn't! It is a recipe for disaster.

Canine socialisation (in my eyes) is having a dog that is happy, calm and relaxed around other dogs but generally ignores 
them because it has its full attention on you. That is MY idea of a perfect dog! 
and most of the dogs I walk are just like this. You should be able to recall or get 
their attention any given moment, be the centre of their attention and not 
everything else around them and you do this by providing them with what they 
want which is excitement, play, food and love.

Through working together, finding bits of food or toys, you build up a trust and a 
better bond. Dogs love being told what to do and if its combined with some food 
or some fuss then that will give them a dopamine release which will inspire 
them to want more and perform the same behaviours. Science experiments 
have proven that dogs will actually get more dopamine from a good fuss or a 
verbal praise than food so use these as well as treats.

So many dogs have been bought over lockdown and because of the lack of 
puppy training courses I think there is already a huge rise in canine antisocial 
behaviour. Most of Europe has a lead walk only rule where dogs are 
impounded if they?re off the lead. How awful would that be?



HOSMS Community Dementia Service 
Honiton, Ottery St 
Mary and Sidmouth 
(HOSMS) Dementia 
Service aims to 
maximise the quality 
of life for the person 

living with dementia, their family and 
carers. Initially individuals referred to our service are 
offered a free NHS funded assessment period. This initial 
period can last up to 6 weeks and helps us get to know the 
person better and understand their individual needs and 
interests to make our visits a meaningful and enriching 
experience.

During the NHS funded period we will provide cognitive 
stimulation therapy through purposeful activities which will 
be delivered on a one-to-one basis in the client?s own 
home. We also assess mental and physical health, liaising 
closely with the complex care team and local health and 
social care professionals.

Following completion of the NHS funded period, if deemed 
appropriate, we offer morning and afternoon half-day 
sessions at a cost of £25 for each session. Those with 
savings below £23,250 can apply through Devon County 
Council for support with payment for this service; this will 
be discussed/ supported during the assessment period. 
The service is provided to give individuals social 
stimulation and support them with their memory problems 
to maintain independent living.

All reasonable COVID precautions based on advice from 

RD&E Infection Control specialist team and risk 
assessment are in place to enable the team to continue to 
provide our service.

Our team consists of a Matron for Dementia and Frailty, a 
Registered Nurse, an Occupational Therapist and Care 
Support Workers. We remain based at OSM hospital at 
present and provide our half-day sessions in community 
settings in: Honiton )St Michael?s Centre on a Wednesday), 
Ottery St Mary (The Station on Mondays - excluding bank 
holidays), and in the near future will be opening in 
Sidmouth Hospice at Home Hub in Sidford.

Our aim is to support people to live more independently at 
home, by enriching their life experience with high quality 
care and to reduce admissions into residential care 
settings and hospital.

Our catchment area clients are to be registered with GP?s 
at Honiton, Ottery St Mary or Sidmouth - this includes all 
the outlying communities.

We very much look forward to welcoming back both 
existing and new clients to join our Honiton, Ottery St Mary 
or Sidmouth (HOSMS) Centres.

If you would like to make a referral to our service, or 
would like an information leaflet, please contact the 
team via email: rde-tr.rowanlinden@nhs.net or 
telephone: 01404 816025. Alternatively, referrals can 
be made through your GP or allied health 
professionals; health professionals can also refer 
through the RD&E My Care system.



Art Deco Design
by Liz Chilcott

The term, ?Art Deco? describes a style of visual arts that has 
strong geometric, often symmetrical, design. The name was 
derived from an influential exhibition that took place in Paris in 
1925 - ?Exposition internationale des arts décorativs et 
industriel modernes? - and was heavily influenced by European 
art movements of the early 20th century - including cubism, 
fauvism and secessionism.

Art Deco design was popular throughout western society, each 
nation producing its own version of the style; it spanned the 
whole range of applied art ? architecture, furniture, jewellery, 
silver, textiles, rugs, ceramics and glass.

In Britain the maker and retailer Heals, synonymous with 
modern high-quality design, produced a fabulous range of Art 
Deco furniture in limed oak. This is still sought after in today?s 
market because the unfussy clean lines suit the current 
fashion for minimalist interiors. 

A wide selection of these pieces will be offered in Chilcotts? 9th 
April auction, including bedroom and dining-room suites, bookcases and side tables.

Consigned by the same vendor are ceramics by Suzy Cooper and various items of silver, also in the in the Art Deco style; 
these will be offered in the April and June sales respectively. 

The team at Chilcotts is hugely enthused by this striking collection and look forward to opening it up to public view from 
Wednesday 6th April.

For more details contact 01404 47783 or visit www.chilcottsauctions.co.uk



The Old Times Are Back at St James The Great, Talaton!
 

Why not have a drive out to Talaton and maybe, having dined in 
the Talaton Inn or sampled the local produce in the the 
Community Shop, have a wander into the church to the south 
east corner to see a truly remarkable piece of history. The 
restoration of a clock believed to have been made by Francis 
Pile of Honiton is complete. In 1752 at a cost of £12 the 
installation was assisted by John Murch, an apprentice of 
Francis, and his name is inscribed as ?a clockmaker 1752" on 
the entrance to the clock room in the tower and again on the 
opposite entrance in 1788.

Full details are on a framed sheet beside the clock but, briefly, 
the first examination in 2019 found the clock up in the tower was 
in a state of collapse. Metalwork was rusted out and the whole 
assembly covered in dust and housing pigeon eggs at the 
bottom. The pendulum and rod and two winding handles, a large 
weight of concrete with its hanging hook and a seventy-pound 
weight were found scattered around the floor. The iron weight is 
now used to give power to drive the clock.

The clock rang the church bells for the quarters and the hours 
but had no dial.

Restoration work started in 2021 and a huge amount of effort 
was involved, details of which are on view in the church, to bring 
the clock to what you see now, which is essentially as it was in 
1752.

The craftsman responsible for this incredible restoration is 
Robert Heeley, who moved to Devon in 2017. Robert has an 
incredible CV, but engineering provided the thread throughout 
his career and, luckily for Talaton, clocks have always been a 
favourite of his. He was asked by our Rector, Marc Kerslake. to 
have a look at what, in Robert?s words, was ?a pile of scrap? that 
had not been examined since 1925. He found various parts 
scattered around, on and under debris and via repair, 
reconstruction, and a huge amount of skilled work over two 
years, he has now retuned the clock to our church in working 
order.

The restoration was funded by Michael Morobito, Director of the USA Naval 
Training Programme, as a memorial to his grandparents Olive and John 
Christopher Trump, both of whom are buried in the Talaton Churchyard.

by Chris Harwood



Thelma Hulbert Gallery Offers New Collection Point For Locally Sourced Food
THG has teamed up with In My Back Yard 
to provide a new food collection hub in 
Honiton. In My Back Yard (IMBY) is East 

Devon?s local, ethical online farmer's market. It is a 
network of over 30 independent producers and suppliers 
specialising in high welfare, organic, biodynamic, and 
agro-ecological produce.

THG has long supported local makers through their craft 
exhibitions and gallery shop and is pleased to support local 
producers with this new collection point. New weekly 
collections are now available on Fridays from 3-5pm at the 
gallery,  located on Dowell St, Honiton opposite the Lace 
Walk car parks.

IMBY has been working with Devon County Council to 
offer up to 3 FREE fruit and veg boxes in March to Devon 
residents who are recipients of the Government's Healthy 
Start scheme, which provides financial support to put 
towards the cost of fruit and veg, pulses, cows milk, and 
formula. For the first 3 boxes, IMBY offered a pilot scheme 
where they selected the produce in the boxes and included 
recipe cards.

As well as local food, IMBY supplies other locally sourced 
products including charcoal from Wild East Devon, created 
from waste materials after winter conservation work. The 
?Nature Reserve Charcoal? is  produced on nature 
reserves using a unique mobile charcoal kiln designed and 
manufactured right here in Devon. It's a favourite for 
barbecuing, replacing unsustainable imported charcoal 
commonly found in mainstream retailers. The fine material 

can also be used as 
biochar ? a 
transformative addition 
to soil improving plant 
vigour. At a time when 
going peat-free in our 
gardens is a 
non-negotiable option, 
biochar improves soil 
condition, microbial 
activity and introduces 
important minerals.

The IMBY online shop 
is open for weekly orders every Saturday from 9am and 
closes on Wednesdays at 9pm, for Friday home delivery or 
collections from towns across East Devon.

Helen Carey from IMBY commented, "We would like to 
thank THG for all their support and enthusiasm with the 
launch of the IMBY collection point at the gallery on Friday. 
It felt like a really good afternoon with the sun shining, the 
bunting up and the apple juice flowing....  Customers were 
all really happy with the new venue."

Councillor Marianne Rixson, East Devon District Council?s 
Portfolio Holder Climate Action and Emergencies, said, 
"East Devon District Council encourages all residents to 
shop locally and support small businesses and producers. 
This initiative will help residents shop sustainably, which is 
good for our environment and the local economy."



Introducing Toni Hiscocks- Your Local Hospiscare Fundraiser

Hello - I am your local Hospiscare fundraiser; I?ve been working with 
the charity for nearly 8 years.

My background has always been working in the healthcare sector 
with end of life patients; whilst my two children were growing up I 
worked for the local NHS Rapid Response team across East Devon 
working nights, I then moved across to Marie Curie for 5 years caring 
for patients nearing the end of their lives working overnight to give the 
families a much needed break. With my two children becoming young 
adults I was then able to work days so took a job working for 
Hospiscare in the community based at Kings House Day Hospice 
Honiton in 2014,  also working in the Day Hospice supporting patients 
who needed additional support, which sadly due to Covid has had to 
cease its service due to the vulnerability of the patients we care for.

My passion and enthusiasm for Hospiscare became more apparent 
whilst out talking to people in the community - I kept being asked by 
the fundraising team to attend community events such as Honiton 
Show/County Show, career workshops and to talk to groups like the 
young farmers, local W.I?s etc. I really enjoyed this so when a job 
came up in 2018 I applied and here I am working as the fundraiser 
covering the East Devon patch

So what do I do?! - I am one of 3  Hospiscare fundraisers. I work in a 
really broad way, networking and getting to know local community 
groups, individuals, schools and businesses in my area, encouraging 
them to support a worthy cause. It could be as simple as having a 
collection tin, sharing Hospiscare posts on social media, marshalling 
at one of our events, taking part in one of our upcoming flagship 

events such as the infamous Men?s Walk or the Ladies Twilight Walk. Most importantly I raise awareness and the profile 
of Hospiscare. My job is to ensure that anyone who wishes to support us now or in the future gets the best possible 
support. This could be Health & Safety advice for activities and Open Gardens, creating posters, balloons, collection 
tins/buckets, T shirts, stickers, social media support ? the list is endless but our most important role is to say thank you 
(and we say it a lot!)

About Hospiscare - The reason we are called Hospiscare is because Isca is the Roman word for Exeter! Hence the 
spelling.

Hospiscare is your local hospice charity based in Exeter; it is a specialist end of life service that offers free support and 
advice to any adult over the age of 18. Our healthcare team help manage patients' symptoms and complex medical 
needs. Our specialist team of 4 Doctors, Community Nurse Specialists and support teams not only looks after cancer 
patients, but anyone who has been diagnosed with a terminal illness such as Heart Failure, Kidney Disease, Dementia 
and Motor Neurone to name a few. We have 3 centres at Honiton, Tiverton and Exmouth as well as the 12 bedded ward 
in Exeter.

Many people think that we are a large national charity, but Hospiscare is a local charity covering Exeter, Mid and East 
Devon.  We are not part of the NHS and our service is free to our patients, however it currently costs £8 million each year 
to run our service and we have to raise 82% of this with the rest coming from NHS funding. Hospiscare needs to continue 
to raise money to fund the service that we provide, it?s especially vital in these uncertain times to ensure our service 
continues into the future. We have launched our Save Our Services emergency appeal. In the past year, Hospiscare has 
seen a 15% rise in patients and we are caring for more people than ever before. Having remained open throughout the 
pandemic, Hospiscare is still delivering care to some of the most vulnerable people in our local community, but it costs 
£22,794 every day just to keep our vital services going. With the income deficit we are facing, there is a real risk that 
Hospiscare will have to close beds on our ward and reduce our vital weekend services in patients? homes - please if you 
can help, donate today.

We are grateful for the many supporters who decide to leave us gifts in their will; it is such a generous act, one that we will 
never be able to thank them for, but that makes such a difference to the people in your community. Statistically 1 in 5 of 
our patients is funded through the kind gifts people leave in their wills - such a lovely gesture, knowing that it will enable 
our service to continue into the future.

If you can help with marshalling at an event, have a fundraising idea, want to open your garden, or are a local business 
wanting a collection tin or looking to choose a charity of the year then please get in touch - we need the help of our local 
community more than ever. Thank you all for helping us continue to deliver this free end of life service ? raising money for 
this local charity really helps local people living in your community
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